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FiGs. 9a-9b

View of the great drain in the service wing AK. 9a is a view looking north in room C5
and 9b is a view looking south in room G1 (see Figs. 3—4). Notice the large size of the
stones and how they are bonded with the foundations of the walls of the palace.

(Photos ]. Jarmakani)
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the drain very recently. This suggests that the drain is in practice still operative,
atleast in the sense that there is some inlet to the northeast from where the water
from winter rains can seep through. This means, in turn, that we should be able
to find such an inlet in future excavations.

It is interesting to note that we can exclude the presence of a drain system
in sectors B and A, since erosion had removed a good portion of the floor
surfaces and relative accumulations, thus revealing a massive packing that had
been set in place to level the area.

There is an important stratigraphic inference that can be drawn from the
existence of this large drain. The drain was clearly built at the same time as the
walls and the floors, since it is bonded with the walls and is set in the packing
that underlies the floors. It belongs thus clearly to phase 2. Its connection with
the formal wing of the palace is very probable (even though it cannot as yet be
proven), and this represents, at the moment, the most explicit stratigraphic
argument to support the structural connection between the formal wing AF and
the service wing AK. We have argued in past publications for such a connection
on the basis of inferential arguments (building techniques, sharing of walls,
functional aspects), but in the absence, up to now, of doorways and staircases,
the drain system provides the strongest and most plausible argument in this
regard. :

A cuneiform tablet (A10.377) was found near the main floor in room C4 (see
Fig. 10). It has nine lines on the obverse, and is blank on the reverse. Strati-
graphically, it belongs clearly in phase 2, the time of Tupkish. A preliminary
reading leads to the following considerations. (1) The text is in Akkadian, since
the preposition a-na is found in lines 5 and 6, and possibly in line 4. (2) In line
5 the text reads a-na PA.TE-si, in Akkadian ana i$3iakkim “to the governor.” There
seems to be no city name associated with this title in line 6. Since it is clearly in
a phase 2 context, we assume that the title refers to a well-known governor
answering to Tupkish, possibly someone who was in charge of the city of
Urkesh itself. (3) In line 1 the sign DUMU “son” occurs. Since we expect a
reference to a commodity in this context, this might refer to a class of indi-
viduals (e.g., singers) who are assigned to someone or to some task, mentioned
in line 2 (where one reads x-tim.KI). The same word may perhaps occur in line
4 as well. (4) In line 7 there is a reference to GUR,, esedum “harvest(ing),” which
suggests a variety of topics being included in the tablet.

Also in this area of the palace (in room C1), a cache of clay tags was
excavated, all sealed with the same geometric motif. While most were broken,
a nearly complete example was also found. In the literature these flat tags are
sometimes identified as trial pieces for a seal cutter to test, as it were, the design
of the seal or in the case of a client, to demonstrate the design and style of the
seal. Since ours were found together and were all sealed with the same seal, it
seems more plausible to assume that they may have accompanied, for instance,
a shipment of several bales of cloth.



FIG. 10

Cuneiform tablet A10.377. The tablet was found on the earliest floor of the palace in room C4 of the ser-
vice wing. It is an administrative text written in Akkadian and referring to a “governor.”

(Photo G. Buccellati, copy G. Buccellati)
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FIG. 11

View of Khabur- and Mittani-period settlements. Khabur-period houses in the fore-
ground and grave structures in the background. Mittani-period houses in the top lev-
els. Notice the heavy brickfall in the sections.

(Photo G. Buccellati)

7. THE LATER SETTLEMENTS

The palace remained in use for only abouta century, and after it was abandoned
a series of settlements followed each other above its ruins. At first, from about
2100 B.C., there was mostly a type of scattered occupation that developed in
function of a residential settlement further to the north and the east (phase 4).
Architectural remains for this phase are minimal at this stage of the excavations,
but we do have some interesting objects. One is a necklace of small beads
(A15.260, see Fig. 12a), consisting of tiny white stone beads made of a soft
bluish-white material, probably frit, a central lapis lazuli bead spacer with two
holes, which would have separated both strands and kept them in place, and
three tiny gold beads (there must originally have been four). While both tubular
holes are evident on the reverse of the lapis bead and can be clearly distin-
guished, the obverse was undivided so that the bead was square on the front
and decorated with concentric circles. Another piece of jewelry is a small bone
pendant (A15.319, see Fig. 12b), very finely carved in spite of its diminutive size.
It must have hung at the bottom of another necklace that also broke in antiquity.
(I owe the description of these two objects to M. Kelly-Buccellati.)
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FiGs. 12a-12b
Necklace (A15.260) and pendant (A15.319). From the scattered occupation in
the period immediately following the abandonment of the palace.
(Photos G. Buccellati)

-

During the following phase 5 the settlement expanded to what had been the
southern limit of the palace. Excavations of this Khabur-period settlement re-
vealed a relatively large open area, in the center of which there are two small
buildings that appear clearly to be self-standing funerary structures rather than
houses (see Figs. 4and 11). Together with the two graves excavated in 2001, they
form a singular component of the urban layout, which seems to have been
reserved for communal burials, possibly serving as family burial complexes.
The two excavated this year share similar features—in particular, a small fore-
court delimited by a pisé wall with an installation in the corner (a small bin in
one case and a tannur in the other).
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The structure on the west is a two-story building with a very small arched
room at the base and another small room built as a second-story accessible
through an external staircase of which only a little remains to the west. The floor
of the second story is largely collapsed, and we have excavated only the top
part, leaving in place the lower part of the remains. The second story of the
northeast corner is still standing, and a small tannur is still visible at that level.

The structure on the east is a single-story building, but is also divided into
two distinct areas, both rectangular and vaulted. Access to the outside is
through one of the two chambers, fronting on a small forecourt bounded by a
pisé wall. Access to the back room was blocked, at which point the back wall of
the front room was also rebuilt, resulting in a narrower front room. The new
wall partly blocked the vaulted access to the back room.

Reviewing together the evidence for A16 (excavated in 2001) and A18, it
appears that we have a common, if diversified, typology. We have three
complexes, each consisting of two chambers—one vaulted and one not. Access
to the vaulted one is blocked in each case. In one example, the bipartition results
in a two-story structure. In two other cases, a small forecourt provides a special
frame for the main doorway. In another, there are two tannurs (lower and
upper story). The chambers are all very small, too much so to allow them to be
considered as houses. In one case we have found a regular inhumation. In
another, two fractured skulls were found, possibly washed down from one of
the structures, and a partial sub-adult cranium and adult mandible were found
in the doorway of yet another structure (I owe these details to L. Ramos, who
was the supervisor of the excavations in this area).

It would appear as though these structures were meant as miniature houses
for the dead, simulating the real houses inhabited by the living contemporaries.
If so, this would be an extension, on the symbolic level, of the concept that is at
the basis of all other burials, and for which we have a regular corresponding
cliché in the literature: the dead needed food and drink, hence the presence of
goblets and bowls as minimal inventory of the graves. Analogously, our
buildings would show that the dead could also use a house. The almost eerie
juxtaposition of a quarter reserved for the houses of the dead, on the one hand,
and the houses for the living, on the other, would reinforce this symbolic
symbiosis between the two realms. And so would the need to remain identi-
fied physically with the remains: the fact that no human bones are found in
some of these structures and that the doors were blocked suggests that the
remains of the family ancestors were removed, perhaps when the settlement
was abandoned.

The private houses of the Mittani period were slightly mqre important in
this area than at other parts of the tell excavated so far. In particular, we have
found a nice stone pavement (presumably a courtyard) in J1, and rather well
preserved walls in the same area. It is also interesting to note (an observation
first made by Laura Ramos) that the eastern section in Al8 shows very
pronounced slope upward toward the south, where, however, nothing is left of
the strata to which the slope leads. It seems likely that these levels were re-
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Our conservation effort continued also within the lab in the expedition
house. Beatrice Angeli, together with a student, joined us again from the Opifi-
cio delle Pietre Dure, and through the support of a grant from the Kress Founda-
tion we were able to afford special training to two graduate students.

The 2003 season was long and rich in other results as well. We report here
briefly on some of the major projects that were undertaken besides excavations.

We are continuing the geo-physical survey of the outer city that was started
two years ago by the DOG team. As in the past, this year’s project was under
the direction of Christian Hiibner and Stephan Giese. The results are of the
utmost interest, because they confirm two major hypotheses that we had
formulated in earlier years. The rise all along the outer perimeter seems to de-
note, beyond doubt, a very large city wall. A continuous line indicates the
presence of a stone structure that matches perfectly the rise shown by the
topographic relief. The second major result of the survey is the confirmation of
the presence of numerous structures within the walls. These appear as large
stone foundation blocks, and/or as regular lines crossing at right angles that
can be interpreted as houses.

An intensive study period by Drs. Maurizio Forte and Nicolo Dell’Unto
resulted in a highly promising pilot project concerning virtual reality and a
reconstruction of the paleo-environment. Work focused on the palace (with
digital photo rendering), the objects (in particular, a cuneiform tablet, rendered
three-dimensionally), and a broad and intensive analysis of the tell in its
modern configuration with the ancient buildings. A joint paper on the research
(M. Forte, N. Dell’Unto, F. Buccellati, “The Mozan/Urkesh archaeological pro-
ject: an integrated approach of spatial technologies”) was already presented at
a conference held in Rome in November 2003. We plan to follow through in the
coming years with a major effort in this direction. _

Toward the end of the excavations, and just before the beginning of the
study period, we were joined by Kenneth Garrett, the National Geographic
photographer, who remained with us for ten days of very productive work and
most enjoyable company. This was an important climax in our relationship
with the Society, which has generously been supporting our work at Mozan for
the last several years. Part of the work with Ken Garrett took place in the
Museum of Der ez-Zor, where we went to take pictures of the best objects from
previous years. We also took this opportunity to document with digital photo-
graphy a large number of objects for which we had only regular slides and
black-and-white photographs. This year, we also completed the transfer to the
Museum of the bulk of objects from earlier seasons that were still in Mozan.
Upward of 3000 items have now been documented and transferred.





