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13-15). This difference in elevation between the two buildings is demonstrated convincingly by a thick packing 
(some 2 m in height) which underlies a well laid calcareous floor surface (itself some 25 cm thick) in room H1 
(the packing is exposed through an ancient pit that cut wall, floor and packing down to the stone foundations). 

That the two buildings AR and AK are linked is shown by the fact that they share the wall between 
sectors C and H, and by the presence of a doorway between rooms H3 and C4. (For a more detailed analysis of 
elements pertaining to our overall stratigraphic interpretation see below, Excursus 2.) An element of doubt 
remains with regard to this doorway. There is a clear break in the brickwork, but this might be explained as a 
later intrusion, although we could not properly define the contours of a pit. What supports the possibility that this 
might be a door (as shown on the floor plan in Fig. 7) is the fact that the stone substructure is interrupted just 
below the break in the brickwork, and that this opening in the wall is in the right position for a doorway. 
However, we have not reached the level of the floor itself, and so we do not have as yet evidence for a threshold. 
Further excavation will certainly clarify this point beyond doubt. If there is indeed a doorway, then there must be 
a stairway that bridges the difference in elevation between H3 and C4. Against the possibility that this might be a 
doorway it must be noted that the width and general disposition of room C4 seems ill suited for a normal 
stairway, which would have to be contained in the eastern portion of the room. 

We still do not know where the entrance to the palace might have been. An entrance fiom the West, 
through Sector E, may still be possible, but it seem more plausible to envisage Sector H as the main entrance. It 
would have opened onto the main street that would have passed along platform X2 and the U-shaped structure in 
area W (see presently). The buttresses or projections in the southern wall of HI suggest that they may flank a 
monumental entrance, but the wall is poorly preserved, and of course we have not yet excavated the area to the 
east, which would show, if present, the counterpart one would expect (projected on the plan in Fig. 7 and the 
sketch rendering on Fig. 9). The small room H2, though not clearly defined because both floor surfaces and 
walls have been damaged, made use of a stone drain. There is no evidence for a toilet, and the drain is rather 
small, though it is built with great care. A possible interpretation is that this small room was linked with the 
access to the palace, from the south, so that as people entered, they had a chance to wash up, before entering 
what seems to have a been a large, stone paved courtyard, H3. But this remains a speculation that should easily 
be confirmed or dispelled by hture excavations. 

7 Phases in the occupation of the palace 

The floor surfaces in H1, H2 and H3 were badly damaged, and non-palace accumulations, including two 
fa71mrs, were laying right on top. There is some evidence of a fire, although we cannot identify any trace of 
warfare (in other words, the fire may have been accidental and localized). Similar evidence for an immediate r e  
use of a palace floor with a non-palace h c t i o n  is to found in the courtyard F1, where the low retaining wall at 
the western end contains ash that accumulated in that part of the courtyard: the notion of such an accumulation 
and the poor nature of the construction are at variance with everything else we know about the palace, so that we 
may reasonably conclude that these areas were no longer used as a part of the palace, even though they had not 
been abandoned. 

Accordingly, we may distinguish five major occupational phases in the history of area AA (Figs. 10-1 1). 
(I)  Pre-palace striictures in AO. -- The platform X2 immediately pre-dates AK because the foundations of AK 
overlay it and the outlet of the drain coming from Sector C is at a higher elevation. 
(2) Palace occupa6ion of AK. - - This corresponds to the first 40150 cms. of deposit within the walls and is the 
period documented for king Tupkish and queen Uqnitum. Sector AR is in use at the same time. 
(2a) Fire in porlions of AR (including H) ancd perhays in rooms CI and C4 of AK. - -  The fire is documented 

-- - - - - - 
designation for the royal storehouse. The letter R in AR refers to the "residential" function of this wing as we understand it at 
present. The letter H in AH stands for "Houses," i.e. for the private residential quarters which were built on the hill that 
resulted from the collapse of the royal building. Analogously, AP stands for the Palace complex as a whole, and A0 for the 
palace related strata outside the perimeter of the palace. The label AA stands for the overall area regardless of period or 
function. 
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only indirectly, and may have been localized, but of sufficient intensity to affect the use of the complex. An 
immediate re-occupation with different hnctions took place in Sectors H and F, as just mentioned. The sealings 
of Tar'am-Agade and Ik-beli belong here: they were discarded, presumably from the other sectors of AR, 
which continued to remain in use. 
(3) Non-palace occupation ofAK. - This corresponds to the mid to high floors within AK, and no evidence is 
available at this point for what happened to AR during this period. The accumulations within AK are very 
considerable, up to 2 m in height. None of the features known for the early floors (baked brick floors and 
platfornl in F, central tannur and hearth in D, toilet, drain and basin in C) remain in use. 
(4-5) Post-palace settlement above the palace. - - Very little is in evidence for AK, partly because of erosion, 
partly because it seems that the settlement preferred higher grounds, and placed various retaining walls along the 
edge facing AK and the courtyard. Hence the houses of the Bitumen Use Tradition and Khabur period are 
arranged in an L-shaped configuration around the lower grounds corresponding to sectors E,F,G and to the AK 
building. 

In terms of chronology, this suggests the following approximate correlations with the southern 
Mesopotamian sequence (Figs. 10-1 1): 
(1) A0  structures (pre-palace) - Sargon 
(2) Tupkish/Uqnitum material in AK - (Rimush) / Manishtushu (Maram-Sin) 
(2a) Tar'am-Agade material in AR - Naram-Sin / (Shar-kali-sharri) 
(3) Mid to high floors in AK (with correlations to F1) - Shar-kali-sharri 
(4) Early post-palace settlement AH (l3itumen Use Tradition) - Dudu/Shu-Durul/ (Guti ?) / Ur I11 / Isin-Larsa 
(5) Later post-palace settlement AH (Khabur ware) - Old Babylonian 

This combined evidence of a connection with the court of Akkad and the early date for the initial building 
of the Royal Palace should dispel the prevailing notion of Urkesh being a petty kingdom that came to a position 
of power only as a result of the collapse of the Sargonid dynasty. 

8 Historical implications 

Whether Tar'am-Agade is a queen or Urkesh married to an endan, or a priestess representing her father 
alongside an Akkadian governor, the discovery of the door sealings with the impression of her seal is of great 
consequence. Here we will make briefly to three points. 

(1) With regard to c h r o n o l o ~  the sequence just outlined suggests two important considerations. The first 
is that the extensive AK accumulations belong at the very latest in the early Naram-Sin period, but may possibly 
be earlier as well, reaching into the period of Manishtushu or even Rirnush. This provides us with one of the best 
stratified sequences for the central portion of the Akkadian period not only in the Khabur region, but in the 
whole of Syro-Mesopotamian. 

A second consideration is that the palace and post-palace sequence stretches over a period of time that is 
of considerable significance, in that it goes fiom Naram-Sin to the Khabur period with a deposit that is in places 
6 m thick. Even though there is a major functional change (fiom palace to settlement), there seems to be a 
gradual change without any long period of abandonment. Not that there was no abandonment altogether: we 
have in fact so labeled stratum 13 (see Fig. 11) But indications are that the period was not long, on account of 
both typology (ceramic sequences show considerable continuity, if with some limited degree of change) and 
stratigraphy (there is no indication of a hard compaction layer above the abandoned palace). 

Indications are mounting that the Guti period was of more limited duration than it was generally assumed, 
so that Gudea of Lagash and Ur-Nammu of Ur would follow shortly after the end of the dynasty of ~ k k a d . ~ '  
Four radiocarbon determinations that we have obtained for the AK accumulations of phase 2 give as a mean date 
2175 B.C. Since we can now attribute this phase to the period of Manishtushu or early Naram-Sin, we may have 
in our C14 determinations a confirmation of a lower date for that same period. If so, the stratigraphic sequence 
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