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erhaps on account of our shared
celebratory mood, I revisited recently the
intellectual goals I had set for myself at
the start of the Institute. I was writing an article
entitled "An Archaeologist on Mars" after a book
by Oliver Sacks. There, he relates the case of an
autistic woman who went on to achieve considerable academic success, but who always felt,
she would say, like "an anthropologist on Mars"
- meaning that she could tell, but not live, other
people's emotions.
Well, my initial goal with the lnstitute was to
wed the social sciences and the humanities so
that we could indeed, as archaeologistsat UCLA,
both tell and feel the past. This, incidentally,
made it relatively easy to sell to the Administration, because within those limits the projected
new lnstitute would cause no appreciable financial burden.
So in my mind, today, the fuller measure of
success is that at the Cotsen we are far from
being "archaeologists on Mars." The wedding has
taken place and is admirably repeated at each
encounter among colleagues and students, formally and informally, in the labs and in the rich

discussionsthat follow each of our seminars and
lectures.
Nor is our eponym extraneous to these ideals
- far from it. Lloyd Cotsen was a supporter of
the lnstitute as an ideal home for archaeological thought long before he chose to support us
even more tangibly for our archaeological work.
He, too, was there at creation, and was actively
involved in a number of scholarly dimensions
(such as being a member of the Advisory Committee and serving as a reviewer of manuscripts
for publication). And with Lloyd around, you can't
possibly be an archaeologist on Mars.
Blending social sciences and the humanities
was not only an idealistic goal of mine; it was
also a very practical one. When I first came to
UCLA in the distant fall of 1965 archaeology on
campus was astir - or I should perhaps speak
of "archaeologies." In fact, you may say that the
stir was aimed at overcoming, precisely, the plural! At that point the envisaged mechanism was
an interdepartmental program of instruction.
There was a powerful converging of interests on the one hand the great stars in residence in
our academic universe (Marija Gimbutas, Wally
Goldschmidt, Clem Meighan,
Henry "Nick" Nicholson), and
on the other the enlightened
leadership of chancellor
Franklin Murphy and several
vice-chancellors, first Carl
York, then Elwin "Sven"
Svenson and David Saxon.
But the converging was so
animated by conviction, and
so colored by personality, that
it developed a dynamism all of
its own. Its effervescence
made for a brilliant display of
alternating opinions, but it
could not easily betamed into
a workable program. And so it
took four years, between No-
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