Naming Names: the 2004 Season of
Excavations at Ancient Urkesh

By G1orGI0 BUCCELLATI AND MARILYN
KELLY-BUCCELLATI
It is a privilege of Syro-Mesopo-

even for a jaded archaeologist when you

completely - all the other instances we

tamian archaeology that our sites should ~ feel drawn into a presence. Here, we could  had so far from the excavations were bro-

speak infinitely more directly than in
the metaphorical sense in which we
say that monuments and objects
“speak.” Last summer, the voice came
across with almost shocking clarity.
The last hour of the last day of
excavations we are removing the last
little bit of a baulk. One of our best
workmen is wielding the pick. Thank
goodness he is one of our best work-
men. One trained to sense what may
be hiding in the dirt, like a fisherman
who intuitively would sense a catch.

ken lines on fragmentary seal im-
pressions. Though there was never
a doubt about the reading of the
ancient name of our site, there was
a certain thrill in seeing it spelled
out all at once, in clear cuneiform
characters, in front of you.

The scene was just as startling.
It echoes one we had found in ear-
lier years from another room of the
Palace (we reproduce it here as a
small inset). It belonged to anoth-
er king of Urkesh (you may recog-

In spite of the fatigue of the day - in
fact, the fatigue of the whole long

FOUND IN EARLIER SEASONS, THIS SEAL BELONGED TO
THE KING WHO BUILT THE ROYAL PALACE OF URKESH.

nize the name of the city in the cu-
neiform legend, and notice that the
first sign is missing). His name was

season — he does not let the pick in-
trude more than it should in the dirt
as it crumbles away. And so he can reach
foran intact clay sealing, impressed, clear-
ly, not only with a scene but - with writ-
ing.

Unlike most other seal impressions,
this was well preserved, the scene and the
writing standing out with a sharp outline.
And - it was complete! In fact, there were
three complete impressions rolled on the
one sealing. It was a rare moment when
both the iconography and the text could
be read right there, hot from the ground.

It was the name of a new king of
Urkesh, and it was im-
mediately clear that the
figure standing on the
two lions was that of the
king himself. Here we
were, just outside the
walls, in a sacral area and
a period that we knew
matched one of the
known phases of the
Palace. So we knew the
date — about 2200 BC, al-
most four and a quarter
millennia ago.

There is emotion

call out by name one of the protagonists
of the story we were trying to piece to-
gether: Isshar-kinum en-da-an Ur-kesh! We
feltalmost hesitant in calling out his name
as if se were still around, %is city were still
standing, /s people still alive, /is ears still
open to hear the sound of his name and
his title called out aloud. (If truth be told,
the second half of his name was not quite
as clear at first, and we misread it. But if
he heard us, he knew whom we meant...)

It was also the first time that we could
see the full name of Urkesh written out

COMPOSITE DRAWING OF THE SEAL OF ISHAR-KINUM, KING OF URKESH Apout 2200 BC.
DrawinG By F. L . PORTALES.

Tupkish. He was the builder of the
Palace, and he is shown here sitting on
the throne, in the position thata god oc-
cupies in the seal of Ishar-kinum. The
lion of Tupkish seems to be a live ani-
mal, whereas the two of Ishar-kinum are
clearly statues. And in both, an attendant
pours a liquid in a trough place before
the lions.

From the stratigraphy, we know that
Ishar-kinum comes after the successor of
Tupkish, whose wife was Tar’am-Agade,
avery important person we had met in
earlier excavations. She was the daughter
of Naram-Sin, one of
the greatest Meso-
potamian kings, whose
name would have the
resonance that “Napo-
leon” has in Western
history. And it is not
unlikely that our newly
found member of the
royal house of Urkesh,
Ishar-kinum, may have
been the grandson of

both Tupkish on
Urkesh
continued on page 11
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Halt Urkesh
continted-from page continued from page 2
i : his father’s side and of Naram-Sin on his
mother’s. Talk about naming names...
The Cotsen Institute of Archaeolo-
gy was well represented in our 2004 sea-
son. Besides the present writers, we had
three special participants - Minna
Haapanen, a graduate student in Chinese
archaeology who benefited for the sec-
ond year from a special Director’s grant
for students to work in areas outside their
area of expertise; Gregory Areshian, a
Cotsen Institute Research Associate who
came to draft a major NSF proposal con-
cerning our paleoenvironment; and Wil-
liam Orrange, a member of the Direc-
tor’s Council who joined us as a veteran
of several other expeditions to work on
the treatment of our objects. We are look-
ing forward to an ever increasing pres-
ence of the Cotsen at Urkesh, in the wake
of our eponym himself, who had come
for a quick visit exactly 10 years ago, in

Gerdon;noting thattravehisjustoneof  Winter 1995.
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