
Fundstellen
Gesammelte Schriften Archaologie

Fundstellen
Gesammelte Schriften zur Archaologie

und Geschichte Altvorderasiens

ad honorem Hartmut Kiihne

Harrassowitz Verlag



4>S~
sr<£

Inhalt ÿ

Tabula Gratulatoria IX
VORWORT DER HERAUSGEBER XI
SCHRIFTENVERZEICHNIS HARTMUT KOHNE XIII

Ausgrabungen und Surveys

E$ref Abay

Die neolithischen Fundorte in der (Jivrilebene im Oberen Maandergebiet:
Erste Ergebnisse einer Gelandebegehung

KarinBartl,Olivier Nieuwenhuyse

Reliefverzierte Keramik des Neolithikums aus Shir, Westsyrien
A. Tuba Okse

An Archaeological View on the Upper Tigris Region to be Floodedby the Ilisu-Dam:
Focusing on the Early Bronze Age

Aliye Oztan
Some New Finds from Aeemhoytik

MichelAl-Maqdissi, Antoine Souleiman
Notes d'Archeologie Levantine
XIII. Fouilles archeologiques syriennes a Mishrifeh/Qatna au nord-est de Horns (Emese)

Kimiyoshi Matsumura
The Early IronAge inKaman-Kalehoyiik: The Search for its Roots

RafalKolinski,Andrzej Reiche
After the Fallof Assyria

Ikonographie und Bildgeschichte

Klaus Schmidt
Die zahnefletschenden Raubtiere des Gobekli Tepe 61

Frances Pinnock
The Stele from Halawa: A Reappraisal 71

Evelyn Klengel-Brandt

Ein Gottersymbol aus Babylon 79
Adelheid Otto

Einechtes „Sekel von Kargamis"
und die Einordnung einer nordsyrischen Siegelgruppe 83

Peter Pfalzner
Between the Aegean and Syria: The Wall Paintings from the Royal Palace of Qatna 95

Kay Kohlmeyer

Zur Datierung der Skulpturen von 'Ain Dara 119
Dominik Bonatz

Bartlos inAssyrien: Ein kulturanthropologisches Phanomen aus Sicht der Bilder 131
Guy Bunnens

Facial Mutilations on the Til Barsib Wall Paintings 145
Stefania Mazzoni

Assyrian-Style Seals at Tell Afis 155
Nils C. Ritter

Altorientalische Ikonographie in neuem Gewand. Zur Darstellung
Daniels inder Lowengrube aufeiner spatantiken Tonlampe aus Tell FeherTye 163

. 1

. 9

17

25

31

41

51



Inhalt

REINHARD BERNBECK
Sex/Gender/Power and

VOLKERT HAAS
Notizen zu den Anfangf
am Beispiel des Siegels

RALF-B. WARTKE
Eine verpasste Chance:

AS'AD MAHMOUD
Fruchtbare Kooperatior

BIRGIT SEWEKOW, ULRICH SE
Teilnahme an der Grabi
im mittel- und neuassyr

VI Inhalt

Bau- und Stadtforschung

Alessandra Gilibert
On Kar Tukultl-Ninurta: Chronology and Politics of a Middle Assyrian ville neuve 177

Wolfgang Rollig

Duara -Die Satellitenstadt zu Dur-Katlimmu 189
Arno Kose

Unterbodenkonstruktionen zur Trockenhaltung von Speicherraumen
in spatbabylonischen Archiv- und Magazinbauten des Eanna zu Uruk im Vergleich
zum mittelassyrischen Gebaude P von Tall Seh Hamad 197

Paolo Matthiae
Une Note sur TArchitecture Arameenne de Hama et le Probleme de ses Origines 207

Marina Pucci
The King's Gate Complex at Karkamis: Analysis of Space 215

Andreas Oettel
Rom am Habur: Betrachtung zum Prozess der Romanisierung in Ost-Syrien 225

Bestattungssitten

Sabina Kulemann-Ossen, Lutz Martin
Gefasssets, Schmuck und Waffen:
Zum Umgang mit den Toten am Tall Knedig im 3. und 1. Jahrtausend v. Chr 233

Peter M.M.G. Akkermans, Elisabeth Smits
A Sealed Double Cremation at Middle Assyrian Tell Sabi Abyad, Syria 251

FlorianJanoscha Kreppner

Eine auBergewohnliche Brandbestattungssitte in Dur-Katlimmu
wahrend der ersten Halfle des ersten Jt. v. Chr 263

POLITIK, WlRTSCHAFT UND VERWALTUNG

Roger Matthews
Seals and Sealing Practices in Upper Mesopotamia and Iran in the Ubaid Period 277

Gregory Chambon
Un Nouveau Recapitulatif sur la Gestion de l'Huile a Mari 283

Eva Cancik-Kirschbaum
Verlorene Kunstwerke:Verwaltungstexte als Quelle zur mittelassyrischen Kunst 299

Karen Radner
Esarhaddon's Expedition from Palestine to Egypt in 671 BCE:
A Trek through Negev and Sinai 305

Methodisches

Giorgio Buccellati, Marilyn Kelly-Buccellati

The Ceramics of Urkesh: Statistics for a Browser Edition 315
Diederik J.W. Meijer

Seeing and Understanding 327
Mirko Novak

Erdlage und Bauschicht:
Bemerkungen zu stratigraphischen Prinzipien in der Vorderasiatischen Archaologie 335

Karlheinz Spreer

Ein Fundstiick aus Kiiltepe-Kanesch: Spurensuche zu einem Spielbrett 343



Inhalt VII

Forschungsgeschichte und ROckblick

Reinhard Bernbeck
Sex/Gender/Power and Sammuramat: A View from the Syrian Steppe 351

Volkert Haas
Notizen zu den Anfangen der Erforschung der altorientalischen Glyptik
am Beispiel des Siegels des Urzana, des Konigs von Musasir 371

Ralf-B. Wartke
Eine verpasste Chance: Der gescheiterte Orontes-Survey im Jahre 1890 381

As 'ad Mahmoud
Fruchtbare Kooperation 389

Birgit Sewekow, Ulrich Sewekow
Teilnahme an der Grabung
im mittel- und neuassyrischen Dur-Katlimmu/Tall Seh Hamad 2004 393



GIORGIO BUCCELLATI, MARILYN KELLY-BUCCELLATI

THE CERAMICS OF URKESH:
STATISTICS FOR A BROWSER EDITION

The Framework: Global Record and Browser Edition

An important goal of the Mozan/Urkesh Archaeological Project has been the development
of an all-encompassing system that builds up the record as an incremental whole, in such
a way that the record itself becomes the embodiment of the final publication. The digital
dimension is inscribed in the record from the moment an observation is first made in the field,
and it governs every successive moment. The result is a real-time link between the very first
observation of stratigraphic/typological attributes and the final online publication. Each daily
input, as done in the field, acquires an immediate published status, against which the ongoing
strategy of excavation can accurately measure itself.

The success of such a properly digital archaeological analysis depends on the rigor and
coherence of the pertinent theoretical presuppositions. They constitute a closed "grammatical"
system whereby each element is endowed, implicitly, with multiple tags. The application of
programs makes explicit the full web of paradigmatic connections that these tags imply, and
it automatically creates the final presentation, which is fully hyperlinked. Each time a program
is run, it updates the very same presentation that constitutes the core of the final publication.
The minutest detail is thus immediately accessible and is at the same time embedded in a
variety of synthetic tabulations.

Inso doing, we seek to achieve the two complementary goals of a rigorous preservation of
every single atomistic observation on the one hand, and, on the other, to construct a meaningful
and intuitive framework within which all the observations cohere. This gives the user a way
of seeing the final product not from the top down, as is the case with standard narratives.
Rather, each element is embedded in an ever widening context where the element itself is
at the same time a focal point and a link to a myriad other focal points. The structure of the
Urkesh Global Record allows for an indefinite expansion of attribute categories, especially
in the typological realm. The amount of descriptive detail is unlimited, and yet the resulting
picture is always transparent and coherent. The data are instantly integratedwithin the system
by means of a powerful intra-site network that links all the computers operating in the ex¬
pedition house. The result is that the archaeologist can analyze the data and modify or nuance
the excavation strategy daily, while in the field, resulting in an approach that supports the
archaeologist's intuition with clearly quantified information.

While the Global Record is the sum total ofall observations conceivedatomistically, the Brows¬
er Edition is the framework that provides integration among all component parts and functionality
in the use of the data. It is intrinsically interactive, meaning that its full potential can only be real¬
izedonline. A goal of the system is to let an overall narrative emerge of its own volition, as it were,
out of the seemingly disparate congeries ofdata. An additional narrative overlay is woven into the
system, insuch a way that linear and non-linear dimensions are fused harmoniously intoa coherent
whole. In such a close interaction between attribute analysis and narrative overlay lies the pro¬
found difference between our system and any other database type ofapproach. While a database is
a static repository that does not develop an argument and that can only be consulted, the Browser
Edition is a dynamic whole that proposes arguments and can properly be "studied". This is then an
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altogether different model of archaeological publication, which is not only electronic because of
the medium inwhich it appears, but is properly digital because of its conceptual dimension.

In the present article, we wish to illustrate the way inwhich ceramic analysis is integrated
into this system, with particular regard to the sherd inventory. Given the large quantities
involved,statistical conclusions are significant. What the system makes possible, is the seam¬
less and instant integrationoftypological attributes with the complete details of the full strati-
graphic setting. This results in comprehensive overviews, one of which will be highlighted
here, the frequencies. Finally, we will offer an example of how the system can properly be
"studied" in view of substantive results.

The beginnings of the system go back to our years inTerqa, when our friendship with Hartmut
Kuhne first started. On the occasion ofsome ofhis visits, inthe late 70's,we hadthe opportunity
to show him our first attempts in this direction, and it is now with fondness that we think back
to those early encounters, as we dedicate to him the publication of some of the results.

Minimal constituents

An important feature of the system is the ease with which one can move from the higher syn¬
theses to the single constituents, and vice versa. The documentary value is to be found in the
minute, atomistic detail, while the conclusions, and the argument that can be built on them, is
to be found in the overarching picture that includes tallies and frequencies. We will illustrate
this with reference to a single sherd, tracing some of the many connections that are developed,
automatically, on the basis of the attributes inscribed in the initial categorization of the sherd.

Fig. 1 shows the main page for a particular sherd. The full stratigraphie information is
given for the pottery lot which subsumes all the other sherds contained in it. It is not illus¬
trated here, but by clicking on the first entry (q582) one will see a list of all the other sherds
inthe lot, the coordinates which define the emplacement spot of the lot,and the feature where
it belongs. Following the drawing and the reference to the stratum and phase to which the lot
(hence the sherd) belongs, one will find a typological description, which is based on 23 typo¬
logical attributes that define standard categories and are subsumed under categories such as
ware and ware variation, shape, decoration, quantity, measure. All entries that are underlined
are automatically hyperlinked, so that one may follow independent lines of argument -with
the opportunity to check, at each step, the pertinent documentary basis.

We illustrate here one such example. By clickingon "Descriptive: Ware/material" a screen
will appear as shown in Fig. 2: Here the photo of the section of one or more sherds of that
ware will be found, with a detailed verbal description ofthe ware itself.Note that inthe lower
portion of the right hand side column a complete list of all the sherds belonging to this ware
is given, including of course the one here under discussion. The grand total of sherds of this
ware for this particular excavation unit is given at the bottom. The "elements" are the entities
defined stratigraphically, that is the lots (for a total of 5,322), the components are the sherds
of this ware contained in the lots (for a total of 34,787).' These high numbers are even more
significant if one considers that they pertain to just a single excavation unit - this particular
one (A16) consisting of eight 5x5 squares, excavated to a median depth of three meters.

1 For any one unit all the sherds are analyzed, includingthe body sherds. Typically the shape sherds
comprise between 5% and 15%of the total.
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Frequencies

Analogous results are available for the other attributes. Significantly, one may construe any
cluster of attributes that seems significant, e.g., combining wares with other typological
features (such as shape), or linking typological and stratigraphic attributes, e.g. single strata
or distinct functional areas (such as floor accumulations, rooms, burials - see below for this
type of analysis). The easiest representation of these clusters is by means of tabulations that
sort indecreasing order of frequency given constellations ofattributes. It is important to note
that these frequencies are updatedautomatically each time a new element, however minimal,
is added. Here we will illustrate some broad range frequencies for objects and ceramics from
the same unit A 16.

Single attribute

The simplest frequency is found with a single attribute. Thus Fig. 3 gives the frequencies of
object definitions (excluding sherds), Fig. 4 gives the frequencies for ceramic wares (with a
grand total of61,082),and Fig. 5 gives the frequencies for overallvesselshapes (witha grand
total of 5,446 - the totals for shape sherds are obviously smaller than for body sherds). It
appears that the Chaff Tempered ware (totaling 34,787 sherds, as we already saw in Fig. 2),
is by far the most common, more than four times as common as the next ware (Fine Chaff,
totaling 7,670). Jars and bowls together, in turn, constitute almost 75% of the inventory. It
must be stressed that here, as in every other case, one can reach the lowest level of the
individual element by clicking on the individual categories and then on the desired element
listed in the lower part of the right hand side column (as in Fig. 1 and 2).

Multiple attributes

More complex frequencies are found when the parameters chosen reflect multiple attributes.
The first example (Fig. 6) sorts vessel shapes by the two categories which we call "family"
(e.g., jar, bowl, etc.) and "sub-family" (e.g., necked, whole mouth, etc.). The next example
(Fig. 7) adds the "type," which is a number referring to a drawing showing a particular pro¬
file, e.g., of a particular neckedjar or a particular deep bowl. As more attributes are added,
the totals decrease: The highest percentage for family/sub-family is 34%, but the highest
percentage when one adds a type is only 5%.

Correlations

An important difference between a database and the Global Record is that the former is a
static juxtaposition of ordered data, while the latter develops an argument by, among other
things, rearranging data according to chosen parameters. Hence it is that a database can only
properly be "consulted" in order to construct an argument, whereas the Global Record can
properly be "studied" in the sense that data are so arranged to suit an argument, in a non¬
linear fashion. Frequencies are a preliminary step in this direction. Correlations are a next
step: they are comparisons of frequencies, in particular, complex frequencies with multiple
and heterogeneous attributes. They are also generated automatically, each time the record is
updated, according to certain preset parameters (which can be changed as the need arises).
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Our policy is to analyze all sherds, except in most cases, those from topsoil layers, of
which we retain only those that are fypologically distinctive. For any excavation unit the
totals range between 30,000 and 60,000 sherds. Our totals are high because we analyze the
body sherds as well as the shape sherds. Inmost features the shape sherds are between 5-15%
of the total. Here are the pertinent figures for unit A 16:

total vessels and sherds 61,082

total body sherds 55,490 90.84%

total vessels and shape sherds 5,446 8.93%

difference2 146 0.23%

It is important that the categorization system be site-wide and, even more importantly, that
the analyses cover all chronological periods, in order to account for both the primary and
secondary deposition of the ceramics. The secondary deposition of ceramics occurs often;
earlier sherds are brought up into later strata through a variety of mechanisms including the
diggingofpits,burials,drainage systems, etc. andproductionactivities such as the construction
ofpit kilns andholdingtanks associatedwith pottery making. Inaddition the mixture can come
from a single event or may be the result of a number of different events mixed accidentally.
In all types of secondary deposition these arbitrarily stratified sherds are mixed with later
ceramics contemporary with the stratum being excavated. More recently, it has become clear
that two other important factors are influential in secondary depositions. 1) Ceramics from
earlier periods can be retained out of an "antiquarian" interest in the past. While this is not
an important factor statistically, its occurrence may skew thinking about the chronological
placement of specific features. 2) Another influential factor, more prevalent statistically, is
the imitation ofpreviously made pottery that had already gone out ofstyle or pottery not pro¬
duced locally. The imitation can include both wares and shapes.3 The emphasis on a unique
system for analyzing all chronological periods in Mozan stresses the fact of the continuity
of the potting tradition in Urkesh. Continuity in craft production is one of the conspicuous
aspects of the material culture found at the site from the very beginning of the third millen¬
nium until the end of its occupation in the midsecond millennium. Within the urban tradition
of Urkesh we do not have a sharp break in the material culture even though we know from
the historical record that outside influences were present. Another factor contributing to the
continuity in the material culture is the fact that at this point there is no evidence for phases of
abandonment. Even when new ways of decorating the local pottery appear, as in the Khabur
period when pottery has painted decoration, ware types remain essentially the same. While
the exterior has a different appearance because of the simple geometric painted designs, the
wares continue to be made in a similar way.4

2 This number reflects sherds that have been included in the total count for ware, but are still being
studied with regard to the shape, which is unclear.

3 These data were presented (by M. K.-B.) in a panel on apprenticeship at the annual meeting of
the Society for American Archaeology in 2005. An expanded article on the same topic "Appren¬
ticeship and Learning from the Ancestors: The Case of Ancient Urkesh", will be published in a
volume on apprenticeship edited by Willeke Wendrich.

4 Khabur painted designs are applied to a variety of ware types so that the term "Khabur ware",
though in common use, is not properly correct.
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Comparisons between two units (A16 andAA)

We will consider the same data from A 16 that have already been illustratedabove, andcompare
them with a sample from strata in the Palace Area AA, with a view towards drawing from
the statistics some conclusion with regard to function. We have already noted that the most

prevalent ware in A16 (out of a total of 61,082 vessels and sherds) is the one called in our
system CH for chaff tempered. This is a relatively coarse ware and represents 58% of the
total. Ifwe compare this with the AA sample5 we can see that the A 16 percentage matches
the highest percentage found in the Palace Area as a whole, since percentages there range
from 39% to 57%.

Fine chaff (FC) ware is made of the same clay as CH, but the vessels produced are smaller
and thinner walled and have fewer inclusions. Inthe A 16 sample, FC is 13%while inthe AA
area it ranges from 11% to 20%. In later strata, the types of vessels previously produced in
CH are now also produced inanother ware, namely RC,a ware made from ironrichclay with
many calcite inclusions. Inarea A16 this represents 7% of the ceramics when the sub-types
are included. Pebble tempered ware (P) is the main cooking ware represented in the excava¬
tions. In A16 7% of the sherds are of this ware; in area AA from 8% to 3% were Pebble
Tempered ware suggesting that in neither context was cooking a primary activity.6

Comparisons amongshapes within the same unit (A 16)

Now that the general patterns of distribution of wares in A16 and AA have been presented,
it is interesting to look more closely at the vessel shapes in the A16 dataset (with a total of
5,446 vessels and sherds). Jars and jar shoulders are the largest part of the sample at 50%.
This appears to indicate that short to long term storage was more important in the contexts
represented by these data than serving and eating of food which would be generally repre¬
sented by small and medium bowls (32%) and drinking cups (11%). As we have seen above,
cooking was represented inthe sample but not heavily.

Among the jars (totaling 2,252 vessels and sherds), the most common are necked jars at

23%. Since the jars are made of clay which is heavily tempered (mostly CH ware), they are
heavy to hold even empty. But their necked shape makes them easier to pour; while they are
usually ofa size requiring that they be heldwith both hands, their contents could be accessed
either by tilting them while on their base or one hand could support the base while the other
would steady the neck and more easily guide the outflow of the contents. Hole mouth jars
tend to be larger and represent 12% of the A 16 sample. However, few are so large that they
could not, with some difficulty, be moved when empty. In looking more closely at the bowls,
the deep bowls are 9%ofthe sample; these too must be usedfor short andmediumterm storage;
many of the straight-sided bowls (3%) also could also be used for the same purpose.

Among the more open shapes such as bowls (for a total of 1,732 vessels and sherds),
carinated bowls (11%) and round sided bowls (8%) are the most common. They are well
adapted for serving and eating.

5 Buccellati/Kelly-Buccellati 2000: 171-181.
6 There may be a number of explanations for this fact but in most cases cooking vessels are not a

large portion even of features identified as cooking areas. It appears that households did not pos¬
sess large numbers of cooking vessels and that most households would have had a single cooking
pot at any one time.



The Ceramics of Urkesh: S

fill only 6% are jars wi
number of sherds (465 t
jar sherds again with fe^

Even though the nui
reasoning in looking at t-
areas from other parts o
may generate hypothese
total data analyzed and i
large number of questio

The Urkesh Global Rec
the usefulness of the c<
and then during the foil
process from which th<
Traditionally, much tin
long before, and from tl
argument. With the Glo
the very moment of th<
immeasurable saving ol
but it cuts out all the ir
In other words, the Urk
input, automatically anc

Besides this practica
lighted. The first is that
we have for achieving
observations, no replac
the Global Record, but i
the individual entry is n

The second conceptu
record is built up, decisi
impressionistic. In fact,
the same that is availafr

Thus the Urkesh Glo
publication, an alternat
not just in the sense tha
logical publications, wt
born digital and can efl
characteristics as they p

11 A type B accumulati
tinct floor surface un
of inclusions.

12 It is found at the adc
ment and open only i

320 Giorgio Buccellati and Marilyn Kelly-Buccellati

Bases of bothjars and bowls are generally flat (30% including all categories of flat base)
while the remaining bases are distributed in the categories of ring and disk bases; only eight
sherds of rounded bases were found.

We can conclude, from this general overview of the A16 wares and shapes, that the area
in all the time periods excavated tended toward activities connected with long, medium and
short term storage and not toward either serving and eating or cooking.

Comparisons between different accumulations inA 16

Of further interest are the specific floor accumulation patterns. The ceramics found on the
A16 paved palace courtyard were few. This was most probably due to the constant cleaning
of the paving stones rather than any indication of activities in the area. But if we consider
typological aspects of ceramics inother features, some interesting patterns appear. While not

definitive, they do help us to focus on the possibilities of the system. From various types of
A 16 accumulations restingonfloors we analyzed over 16,000 sherds, inadditionvarious types of
fills yielded over 14,000ceramics and different layers gave almost 20,000 sherds.7 Naturally,
as in the case of the vessel typology, when the data set is further divided the numbers
become smaller. But even with these smaller samples some patterns emerge. This is the case,
for instance, when a question is asked regarding the ceramics in the contexts determined as
"accumulation type A". This type of accumulation is defined in the Urkesh Global Record
as "occupation immediately above a floor surface", so it is generally encompassed in the
concept of a "living floor". InA16 there are five (f50, f64, fBl, fl23, fl26) of these identified
in Phase 5c, dating to the Khabur period. One of these accumulations (f64) contained only
body sherds (Fig. 8a). When the shape sherds of the other four features are examined, while
the numbersofexamples are small, the resultingdistributional patterns are interesting(Fig. 8b).
Features f81 and fl26 are accumulations above a floor in an outdoor area that contained a
tannur and a broken cooking pot. Both features included a high percentage ofjars (13% and
15% respectively) when all the diagnostic sherds are considered.8 Feature 123 is located in
a different outdoor area but also contained 13%jar shapes.9 In this case the outdoor area is
locatedjust outside an eroded burial (al).However,when the accumulation A above the floor
inside this burial (f50) is analyzed, then we find only 4%jar sherds.10 Based on these patterns
a suggestion can be made: that the outdoor food preparation areas in Phase 5c included a
large number ofjars and that there was a similar pattern outside the eroded tomb, al.

Ifthe numbers and types of diagnostic sherds from Phase 5c found in accumulations type
A are compared to the shape sherds stratified in other types of deposits with a higher volume
but dating to the same phase, a different distribution pattern can be observed. For example,
feature 184 (Fig. 8c) was part of the collapsed walls mixed with sherds in this phase; it con¬
tained a high number of ceramics (1,720 sherds of which there are 144 shape sherds). Inthis

7 A layer is defined in the Urkesh Global Record as a "horizontal deposit with sharp lower and up¬
per boundaries".

8 The percentages are basedon the total number of shape sherds inthe feature. Feature 81 contained
18 jar sherds while feature 126 had six jar rims andjar shoulders.

9 This feature had46 jar andjar shoulder sherds.
10 An accumulation A ina burial may have resulted from a use during the preparation of the tomb and

in this case the accumulation may have spread more widely as a result of the erosion of the tomb.
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fill only 6% are jars with few bowls and cups. An accumulation type B,1' f24, has a high
number of sherds (465 total sherds including 23 shape sherds) and it too contained only 4%
jar sherds again with few bowls and other vessels (Fig. 8d).

Even though the numbers are small the patterns observed can suggest other lines of
reasoning inlookingat A 16 or other areas ofthe excavation. For instance,the outdoor cooking
areas from other parts of the excavations can be compared with those discussed here which
may generate hypotheses on how the food preparation locations functioned indetail. With the
total data analyzed and available ina variety of formats through the UrkeshGlobal Record,a
large number of questions can be asked of the data and then researched very quickly.

Conclusions

The Urkesh Global Record is so designed as to allow an organizational flow that maximizes
the usefulness of the countless observations made during the process of excavation itself,
and then during the follow-up analysis of the material. A significant problem inherent in the
process from which the archaeological record typically emerges, is in fact organizational.
Traditionally, much time is spent in cataloguing and ordering data that have been collected
long before, and from that ordering one then derives a variety of sorts and constructs a final
argument. With the Global Record, the ordering, and the consequent argument, are built into
the very moment of the initial observation. It is in this respect that the system affords an
immeasurable saving of time: It does not reduce the time needed for the initial observation,
but it cuts out all the intervening time that impacts so heavily on the publication progress.
Inother words, the Urkesh Global Record carries the data from a simple and easily learned
input, automatically and thus instantly, to a constantly updated browser edition.

Besides this practical advantage, two important conceptual consequences must be high¬
lighted. The first is that such a consolidation of the initial observations is the best guarantee
we have for achieving a higher degree of objectivity. There is no filtering of the initial
observations, no replacing of these observations with mere memory (memory is present in
the Global Record,but it is earmarked as such through the constant presence of the date when
the individual entry is made).

The second conceptual consequence is the impact that the system has on strategy. As the
record isbuilt up,decisions about the progress ofthe excavation are well informedrather than
impressionistic. In fact, the record that is available in its final shape to the outside scholar is
the same that is available, incrementally, to the excavator.

Thus the Urkesh Global Record provides an altogether distinctive type of archaeological
publication, an alternative to the traditional final report. It is a uniquely digital enterprise,
not just in the sense that it is available through the electronic medium (as for other archaeo¬
logical publications, whether as PDF files or as databases), but in the specific sense that it is
bom digital and can effectively be used only online.12 We have illustrated here a few of its
characteristics as they pertain to ceramic analysis, but clearly its merits extend to all aspects

11 A type B accumulation is defined as an accumulation above another accumulation, without dis¬
tinct floor surface underneath, but well defined in terms of layeringof the matrix and distribution
of inclusions.

12 It is found at the address www.urkesh.org (31.1.2008) under Record. Currently still in develop¬
ment and open only to the staff, the site will be open for free general access in the near future.
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of stratigraphie and typological analysis. As we expand our publication effort to include old
excavation units, and as we strive to publish new excavations within months of the conclu¬
sion of field work, we trust that the practical usefulness, and the conceptual significance, of
the system may be appreciated to its full extent.
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