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Branze lion tound betore our excavations and now at the Metropalitan Museum
in Mew York presumably from the area of the high Temple about 2400 B.C.
(Courtesy of Ken Garrett, National Geographic)
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modern Syrian history
The w ol war have dramatically accelerated

this process, The awareness of a visible shared past
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site a new sense of belonging, precisely at a time
when archaeclogy had become the target of perverse
tanatic attacks. Thus the archaeology of Urkesh
presents 4 new face of Archaealogy writ large: an
archaeol-ogy that is embedded in public

not in spite of, but rather in virtue of precisely its
desper scholarly claims. Such is the story of our

project

From Mozan to Urkesh

tood at the

ncover the br s ot 3 structure

o 35 3.C. that was almost certainly the
much earlier antecedent of the [ater Temple. |t will be
an urgent task when excavations resume, to complete
the wark here, in the expectation to of obtaining
much more information on these most ancient levels

of the city
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Above: View of the Royal Palace of Tupkis
walls préserved since first excavated, 20 years earlier.
of Ken Garrett, Nalional Geographic )

While the staircase gave evidence of an
ascensional trend in Hurrian religion, at a lower
level not far from the base of the staircase we found
a deep shalt that could safely be inter-preted as a3
Hurrian abi, 2 place where the deilies and spinits of
the Netherworld could be summoned to foretell the
fulure by means of 2 medium This was an exclusme
trait of Hur-rian religion, in marked contrast with
al posse-
bly contacting the world below were seen with fear
and abhorrence

A large royal palace gave us a guantity of

southern Mesopotamia, where any attempt

inscribed seal impressions, from which we learned
the name of the ancient city and those of it< kings and
queens. The figurative art of Urkesh is particularly
impressive because of the great realism with which
it rénders its subjects. There are also figures in the
round and in relief, in clay and stone: one, in particu-
lar, describes an episode of the epic of Gilgamesh,
which had come to be at home alsa in the Hurrian
world, where we know from later texts that it had also
besn translated,

These were impressive results, generally
transparent in their monumentality and fine artistic
sense, but especially because they opened a window
onto the heretofore unknown world of Hurrian
civilization in the third and possibly even the fourth
millennium, some-thing that was well beyond the
established harizons of the historiography about
ancient Sy-ro-Mesapotamia. It was not just the
discovery of an ancient city. It was also the discovery
of the earliest stages of urban life a5 represented
by a crilization quite distinct from that of its man
soulhern counterparl, the Sumerians. There was the
éxhilarating sense of uncovering not jJust new pleces
of & well known puzzle, but in fact a whole new
puzrie, new layers of history that had escaped our

s holarly attentson untl then

From Urkesh to Mozan

The modemn setting of the site s not much different
from what it was six millennia agn. Mozan is a smail
village at the foot of the ancient city; several other
villages dot the landscape around the tell. Nearby
there (s a small agriculural center, 3nd at about half
an hour distance a larger city, with an airport and
important oil fields in its general area. Folk traditions
are rich and animated, but there is no familiarity
wilth a past so remote in time. Could these pieces
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Tupkish, 23 of a broken past come to have any real meaning for

Balow: View of the Roval Pal:
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) B.C.with protective
W Tor formal area

(Courtesy of Ken Garrett, National Geogrophic )




Above

Detail of stone paved courtyard of the Roval Palace of Tupkish, 2350 B.(

{Courtesy of Ken Garrett, National Geographie)
Below: Necromantic shaft (Hurrian abi)about 2400-2250 B.C.
{Courtesy of Ken Garrett, Natiohal Geographic )

the people who saw us, the archaeologists, as more
or less aliens, not only because forsigners, but also
because interested in something of no apparent
consequence to any of them? If Mozan had given
us ancient Urkesh, how could we re-embed Urkesh
n the public awareness of the Mozan vil-lagers and
their neighbors? Or = was it even worth trying?

We came to a resoundingly positive answer
without ever really even posing the gues-tion. In
other words, we did not embark on a project of public
archaeology because we wanted to make a case for
this particular approach. We came to it through a
series of com-mon sense experiments that simply
arase from our desire to share the values we were
gradually coming across, over the years. If it was
auciting in terms of human history for people of
other continents, how could it not be exciting for the
people who have their feet today soldly on the same
ground where the ancients trod? There is indeed
a secretl kinship between people and their sail and
subsoill. It 1s not just a poetic metaphor. It is @ matter
of deep and real sensitivities: yes, we had to offer
them anclent Urkesh as we found its traces in the
ground, but, in some mysterious way, they also had to
offer us Lirkesh as they lived it by treading that same
ground. There is a loyvalty of history to the territory
where it has un-folded, a loyalty which we may learn
as archaeological newcomers, but which the local in-
habitanis have absorbed by growing up there. They
are stakeholders because they truly have a stake in
the territory and stz hstory

This part of our slory began with the urge to

teserve not only the monuments, but al-so the more
minute and more modest aspects of Lhe cty we were
bringing back to light It was a "broken™ oty because
the three millennia occupation had brought about all
sorts of intrusions into earlier levels, producing a most
compléx stratigraphy so typical of Mesopo-tamian
sites, | s&t out, then, to conserve from one season
to the next everything that we had been excavating
and in particular | developed a simple system ol
protection for the mud brick walls, consisting ol
localized shelters made of iron treflises and burlap
panels. One advantage of simplicity was that local
resources were plentiful and inexpensive, but anoth-
er was thal the system could be maintained with no
need of advanced technologies. This proved to be
fundamental during the war: it was, at its simplest,
the most basic model of sustainability. And this nol
only technically {resources and skills were entirely

locald Bul also perceptually: people could identify
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Above: Monumental staircase to Temple, 2500 B.C.

(Courtesy of Federico Buccellati)

Lower left: Fragment of stone plaque with Gilgamesh and Enkidu about 2200 B.C.

{Courtesy of Ken Garrett, Mational Geographic)

Lower right: Antropomorphic minlature vase used as oil container for ceremonies in the abi about 2500 B.C,
{Courtesy of Ken Garrett, National Geographic)

with whal they were conserving because the result of
their wark was immediately percevable. They could
also suggest improvements that fit perfectly well with
their skills and sensilivities. In any case, it workad
mud brick walls are in as good 3 stste of preservation
today as they were when first excavated some thirty
years ago (with 3 lew excepborns, which we have well

documented and for which we have isolat-ed the
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onmen
commumcation of mformation, but rather a shanng
of values, 1 was all more so in our case, when our

audience had not chosen to come to us: we were
in someé ways invading their territory, mentally as
well as physically. Maleutics was the word that kept
coming to mind. It what | perceived in the ground
was a set ol abiding human values, then my current
audience was as ready to share them as any other an
A campus ar a conler-ence hall. | enly had to be loyal
to my perception of values. From weekly "lectures”
te our workmen (in some seasons numbering
mare than one hundred and fifty), to extensive and
diversified signage {with the equivalent of more
than two hundred pages scattered throughout the
site), to exhibits that brought together the ezsential
results ol the our re-search - all of this contributed
to establishing 2 two way street for the sharing |
mentionad. Two way: because indead the questioning
that was being elicited gave me ever fresh in-sighis
into the very substance of the narmative | was piecing

together lor miy own usa

The Theoretical Dimension

There is, in this story, 3 deeper significance that
alfecls archasology at the cora. The story is certainly
not unigueE to owr site, bul it ads here & special

seiling DeCause 0

| A

1as developed in its [alest stage. The laceration has
been so sharp that it has [ad bare more dramatically
the ullimate guestion as to the why of it all Beyond
the very practical aspects of a project struggling to
preserve cultural heritage in the midst of aggres-
sive destruction, we have been led to reflect, almost
paradoxically, on the theoretical dimen-sion that
in fact pervades the effort. Yes, we were rushing to
salvage the scattered pieces of an already broken

past, doing so because of an innate sense of the value
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Above: Fragment of seal impression of King Tupkish, 2250 B.C., with cuneiform inscription giving name of ancient city,
{Courtesy of Ken Garrett, Matiomal Geographic)

below: Fragment of seal impression with portrait of queen Ugnitum about 2250 B.C,

{Courtesy of Ken Garrett, National Geographic)

of these documents. Bul in so doing we discovered
deeper loyalties and allegiances. Here lies the
research inter-est of an enterpnse that could, at first
blush, be viewed az merel
beg i to think of
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Definition. - Paradoxically, we may say that

here IS no Such thing as public or commu-=-nity
archasology. We cannot in fact properly see it ir
contrast with sometiung like private or ingividua

naeciogy. By s v natore, archaetiogy 1S pubiic
ind it involves the com-munity. Hence we cannot
jetine “public™ or "community archaeology”™ as
something differ-ent from archacology tout court. If 3

woject does not undertaks to relate to th
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o the community, it relates anyway by its very inertia
it conveys the sense that the past is ir-relevant. -
Take the Syrian example: where no conservation and
interpretation program was in place, this amounted
in eflect to a public statement, ane that said that it
was OK 1o loot. There was public archaeology, one
that communicated very clearly the nan-existence of
values, And this was the voice that was heard,

A systemic approach. - We must inslead
acknowledge that the public dimension of ar-
chaeology is part and parcel of the effart from
the very first moment of excavation, that it must
therefore be inscribed in the strategy of excavation
It i not a malter of turning it over, at best, to an
outside professional who will chorengraph what the
sré haesolog

o brmyse

inhabitanis

¥orizon as

IRE RO -\:

much Jiree F
e s 1

tools mads

our understan:
still in the making during the gradual progress ol
excavation and interpretation. Hence the concern, Tor
instance, to preserve sections as well as walls, and to
explain the fundamental role they play towards the
understanding of the site’s history.

Upholding scholarship. - We were sharing
indeed, uncertainties as well as firm conclu-sions

There is no reason, in an effort to engage the public,
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Abowve: Fragment of seal impression with partrait of royal family: king Tupkish on left
of inseription, gueen Ugnitum on right about 2250 B.C.

{Courtesy of Ken Garrett, National Geographic)

Balow: Fragment of seal impression with portrait of gueen Ugnitum about 2250 B.C

{Courtesy of Pletra Pozzl)

to pretend full clarity on all is-sdes and at all times
We must indeed eschew any tendency tawards
flaitening the complex-ity of the archaeological
universe. We are not looking for slogans and
sound bites. Think of the perverse uses of public
archaeology: the loud display of wanton destruction
by the so-called Islamic State was a lorm of public
archseology, bul SO was

colonialist attempt to eradicate the tangible
intangible heritage of a
|:ag-...'-”'. to thew berr t!:""|
1ess destructrve means. |

is= not even a hint of consideration for scholarl
arpuments: public archae-ology is simply placed in
the hands ol political propaganda. - A case in point
from our project was the belief that Urkesh was an
ancient Kurdish city. As such it had become a ral-
lying point for local Kurdish communities. We had to
dizsabuse them of this belief, while at the same time
slressing that it was as if the city had been Kurdish,
or Arabic, or Armenian, for that matter. It belonged to
their shared territory.

Hermeneutics. - |t is important to recagnize that
there are several ranges of understand-ing. Just as an
oprchestra translates the written score of a symphony
{understandable to few) into the audible perception
for the broad public, and just as the orchestra
conductor has a ditferent ear for the whole ensemble
than the individual players or the audience, in a Sifmi-
lar way the hermeneutic effort at an archaeological
site ranges through several different lev-els. One of
the communities involved is the scholarly community
the site should be seen as a form ol pubbcation for
tham as well, where “publicstion” echoes the nolion
of “public” ar-chaeclogy in more than an etymologcal

sense Archaeology s public also because it has the

excavation and strabigraphic recovery: hermeneutics
builas only on gram r, meaning that the full
._:__-_'_
at the site, ought to be made meaaning

an, blending the concemn for conservation
with an mtent to show the ongmal dala 1o vwsiting ar-
chaeologisls contributed greatly to our appreciation
of what hermeneutics ultimately is

Communities. - Thus the notion of "community
archasology” does not propose 2 defini-tion of a
special type of archaeology. It focuses rather on a
target, or, in fact, on a multiplicity of targets. There are
in fact, in most cases, different "communities” that

archaealogy ad-dresses, at times even in conflict with
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(Courtesy

Ken Garrett, National Geographic )

each other. = We, the archaeol

gists, were the ones

MO were al !_-nu5 I

Urkesh not being an

the cases whers we
V& 4 e marimite
melenes. Uur approach was coherent in that we
pheid ypular choices but carefully explaining
5t Ihe same ime [he reasons. Yvhal geveinped was
ense ol discovery ol new valuss, which could be
ceeptad even whan the Brosnacd
1 immmediate gam. ywhal came into exstence was a
M OREDE WNere (e va-ous ComImuarties, nciucging
¥n a5 archasologists, could interact with a
! te sense of loyally to the terntory ang the
epitr i masd ¥

Archaeology for a Young Future

Instead of sapping away the foundations of this kind
al public or community archaeology as we carried
it out at Tell Mozan, the war has strengthened
our resolve and pointed in the direction of new
developments. It was most interesting to see how the
project had by now achieved an inner life of its own
that transcended the naw and unexpected obstacles
The physical distance was bridged by a firm
realization of the even greater closeness of inlents
The technical problems that emerged in relation to
the implementation of our progr

% Tl
e bime to the next. The ssimphaly and reliance o«
i o a N pop el m ow m Tl

@ the ha-gwrrung 3o emam realishcsal
f Lt in efective operational mode. Mo sense
! tat e T fanre &ver devekmed at each <t
was the conen we cold tagethe
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View of the pristine rural landscape from the top of Tell Mozan.
{Courtesy of Ken Garretl, National Geographic)

the larger metropolitan area of Urkesh in antiquity,
which in turn would make it possible to develop
a niche tourism in the future, we have decided to
promote a series of lectures in each of the villages,
where the project would be eaplained and questions
answered; we would also help enhance the sense of
belonging to the potential Park area by organizing bus
tours to the exhibits that we plan for the neigh-boring
city; establishing small Fbraries in each of the villages,
which will eventually be-come points of reference
not only for the local residents bt also for visitors to
the Park: and creating a fund to offer scholarships to
young men and women from the villages to attend
the University. When | say “we™ | mean precisely
that we the archaeologists from afar are so closely
interacting with our colleagues on the ground that we
know we are acting in full concord in the service of a
clearly stated common goal.

The title chosen for the Shanghai
Archasological Forum, "Archaeology for a Young
Fu-ture," intends to convey the full sense of the rich
potential that is enshrined in the Urkesh project.
We speak at times of dead cities, dead languages,
dead civilizations. Urkesh is all of this. And yet it is,
mare truly, none of this. It is a springboard of life and
action not because it inspires a fantasy, but precisely
because it is rooted, in 2 solid archaeclogical
perspective, in the awareness of the people who live
in its territory, from the narrow canfines of the site
and the Park to the wider ones of Syria. It is, truly,
an ancient Hurrian city that lives a new Syrian life.
Here are the roots of its ™ young™ future: it & young
because so many of our co-workers are indeed
young in age But it is, even more importantly, young
because it has all the vigor of an endeavor that lives a
life of commitment to a shared ideal Under the dark
clouds of war, and against the violence of fanaticism,
the Urkesh project has emerged a5 a small point of
light, as a small fulcrum of ideals. Public community
archiaeology at its best
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Aboye: Explaining to excavations to laeal visiiors
{Courtesy of Ken Garrett, National Geagraphic )
Below: Illustrated lectur to workmen

tCourtesy of Ken Garrett, National Geographic )

Giorgio Buccellati 7Fia - H#hiiR

Glorgio Buccellati (PhD, University of Chicago, 1965) is Protessor Emeritus in the Department of Near Eastern
Languages and Cultures and the Department of History at UCLA, He was the lounding director of the Cotsen
Institute of Archaeology at UCLA. He founded [IMAS (The International Institute for Mesopolamian Area
Studies), of which he is currently the Director. He has also been active as a publisher, having lounded Undena
Publications, a specialized publisher of books related to Mesopotamian studies, including the archaeological
reports of the Tell Mozan project. & philologist as well as an expenienced field archasol-ogist, Buccellati has
published very extensively in the fields of Akkadian philology, linguistics and Iterature; cuneilorm graphemics;
history of Mesopotamian political institutions and religion; archaeology of Syria; and digital systems applied to
Mesopotarma Euc::eliali-'s towering stature in the field of Mesopotamian archasology was acknowledged with
the award. in 2017, of & hl:rnﬂrar; doctorate by the Accademia Ambrosiana, Milan
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Marilyn Kelly Buccellati =f# - 317 - /iR

Marnlyn Kelly-Buccelisti (PhD, University of Chicaga, ) is Prolessor Emerita in the Départment ol Art, Calitornia
State Umiversity, Los Angeles where she taught ancient arl and ar-chaeclogy. She i currently the Director of
the Mazan/Urkesh Archaeological Project and Visiting Prolessor at the Cotsen Institute of Archaeology, UCLA
Her research interests include the archaeology of Syro-Mesopolamia and connections with Eastern Anatolia
and the Caucasus region. Aside from studies on ritual, ceramics and seal iconography, her publications have
focused on site reports of the Mozan/Urkesh excavations, many jointly with heér husband Giorgia Buccellati.
Her current research is on a IargE publication of the Mozan/Urkesh ceramics and seals
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