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1 The Royal Palace of Tupkish (about 2250 B.C.)
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You have in front of you a small portion of a vast royal palace, much of
which remains to be excavated. Only the service wing has been fully
exposed. The royal residence and the seat of government were raised high
above the level of the service wing. Only a small corner has been exposed
— a portion of a beautiful stone paved courtyard where the king received
his official guests, and a reception suite, where the guests waited to be

received into the presence of the king.



2 Thebuilder... © yatl) AL

We know that the Palace

was built by Tupkish — a

Ereviously unknown
ing.

His name and title
("king of Urkesh”)
appear on a number of
seal impressions
belonging to him and to
his courtiers. These
sealings were all found
on the original floors of
the Palace.

He is shown here with
the crown prince, who
touches his father’s knee
with a gesture of
familiarity.
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.. and his queen 3 ALl
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Most of the sealings found in the palace
belong to the queen and her retainers.
She bears an Akkadian name, Ugnitum,
which means “the lapis lazuli girl.”

Was she a member of the royal house of
Akkad like one of her successors?
And was this then her palace?

The exquisite portrait engraved by one
of the Urkesh seal-cutters proclaims her
beauty, which, for all we know, was
matched by the high rank she enjoyed
in the king’s harem.




4 The construction process elll dalac

While excavating the palace, it
became clear that its construction
had been well planned and
executed. There were no changes
in plan, and the building
techniques were uniform
throughout.

We understood how this was done
when we discovered a tablet, from
within a fallen wall, that gave the
plan of a suite of rooms. It was a
surveyor’s blueprint, from which
he had measured out the corners

of the particular suite we are
excavating. With

such measurements |
for every set of
rooms, the
workmen could all
work together and
complete the task in
a short time.
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5 The storeroom of the royal household
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A large number of broken sealings found
in this room is the clue to its function. It
was a storeroom where staples and
goods were stored for the king, the
ueen and their household - for instance,
the nurse Zamena who was in charge

of the royal
children.
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A seal of the king shows an individual presenting the

king with a skein of wool. It renders graphically what
would have happened in the palace. Our room is the
destination of such goods.
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6 The kitchen ... £ 2

One of the best-preserved rooms of the
service wing is the kitchen. It is worth
going down to the palace just to see it.

The food prepared here was served in
the formal wing, through a staircase
which we presume reached the banquet
area near the stone-paved courtyard.
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...and the cook C“'Hl P

We have more than 70 fragments
of sealings bearmg the impression
of the queen’s (female) cook, Tuli. S
The seal shows various people Qe 88 gue el et pas
working for her in the kitchen. a8 L
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7 The royal wardrobe
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In spite of many clues, we are still
not sure what was taking place in
this sector of the palace.

The most intriguing suggestion: a
wardrobe for the ceremonial
garments of the king and the
queen. Here their formal apparel
would have been washed,
“ironed” and prepared to be
brought up to a dressing room in
their wing of the palace.

From there, the royal couple would
enter the reception suite and the
stone-paved courtyard, which you
can see, partly excavated, center
right.

Below, some palace scenes (from
seal impressions) showing the

royal couple and their visitors in
this type of formal attire.
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8 Life after the palace + yatll 2an 3Ll

Tquish and Ugnitum were the
only royal couple to use this
building as their palace. During
the next generation the palace

. | _ y was only used as a dependency
- = >— - for some other palace (perhaps
E— e e —_——— = — right here, under our feet).

Memory of the palace was then
lost, and on top of its remains
there developed the second
millennium settlement.

The structures to your right are
1glraves in the shape of miniature

ouses — a small city of the dead
which served the houses to the
north. From these houses comes
the massive brickfall which you
can see in the section.

Lagd ELI J.udﬂ.rll _r;,.1.1.i.1l_g..‘|.r|| .Ja:.._g.rul Ladi JLJIUS?EJJ.ETEL_}.&&P

REAEY IR

~_‘I.|F‘::,r|l_;|.-.'.~ X -,H1:..,1..,£',:, gl e e Jmﬂlmﬂmﬁl Jui;:,’l MTmJﬁI 23
_':Li“

a}mdmmﬁnhﬂawg_}u&.&;b g e ajanﬁnhhuugink_‘._ﬁli’m‘fldlj
d.b&ﬁlt_galfl_;ajl_gwml P\-‘TIETLF"‘»_-?‘HF ;uwlt_gna_ga.}ﬁl u}uﬂﬂmhul}.;aﬁ
aalad




