RECONSTRUCTING
THE PAST



13 Time seen through space
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You are visiting an
archaeological site,
not just an ancient
monument. The
section in front of

ou helps you
ﬁnderstgng the way
we work.

We are looking at
things in space, but
from their relative
locations we
understand how
they developed
through time. This is
what we call
stratigraphy.

The phases you see
indicated in the
section correspond to
periods in time for
which we can assign
specific dates, on the
basis of other
information such as
ceramics, written
texts and carbon 14.



14 The northern horizon
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The mountains in the
distance were the true

hinterland of ancient
Urkesh.

The palace in front of
you was the hub of a
trading network that
exploited the natural
resources of the
mountains — primarily

copper.

All the stones used in
the construction of the
palace also came from
these mountains.
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1 5 Th H . . ‘ The mountain hinterland isfalﬁo,
. 9; i we believe, the homeland of the

€ urrians . ﬁ J Hurrians, the ethnic group which

put its imprint on ancient Urkesh.

It is difficult to define ethnicity
from the archaeological record,
and the case of the Hurrians is a
particularly controversial one. But
we think that elements like the
language, the abi, the central role
that Urkesh plays in the archaic
Hurrian myths, and more, are
more than sufficient to justify the
claim that Urkesh was indeed
Hurrian.

Since Urkesh was already in place
by the middle of the fourth
millennium, we can consider the
Hurrians as an autochthonous
opulation — at home from at least
ate prehistory in the mountains
you see to the north.
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