A LOOK
THROUGH TIME
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The walls you see at the
top are our
reconstruction.

What we found of the
ancient temple were
only the stone
foundations,
immediately below the
surface of the tell.

Even though founded

at such a high elevation,
this phase of the temple
dates as early as about
2350 B.C.

Because of the width of
the inner space, the lack
of columns and the
great thickness of the
external walls, we
assume that the
building had a pitched
roof.

From various
indications it appears
that the surface of the
Temple Terrace was
paved with mudbricks.



2 The builder
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Tis-atal, endan Urkes,
purli NERGAL pastom.

Thus begins the Hurrian text on
these two bronze lions. They come
from Urkesh, but were found lon
before our excavations, and sol
on the antiquities market (to the
Louvre and the Metropolitan
Museum).

In translation we think it reads:
“Tish-atal, king of Urkesh, built
the temple of Kumarbi.”

From various clues, we
hypothesize that the lions came
from foundation boxes under the
temple at the top. And if so, Tish-
atal is the builder or, more likely,
the rebuilder of the temple in the

late Akkadian period, around
2200 B.C.



3 The deity

We think that the Temple
was dedicated to Kumarbi,
the father of the gods in
Hurrian mythology.

He appears in later Hurrian
texts, roaming in the
mountains — the same
mountains you see in the
distance.

The scene on this seal
impression (from the Palace)
may represent just such a
perception of Kumarbi.
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4 The remote beginning
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From these small fragments
of sealings, and from the
ceramics associated with
them, we conclude that just
below the third millennium
Temple Terrace as we see it
now, there lurked a much
earlier version, dating to
about 3500 B.C. The main
reason is that these are not
isolated finds. Rather, they
come from all four spots
where we dug below the
third millennium surfaces
(shown by the black
arrows).

There are also some
structural indications of an
earlier phase, namely an
earlier staircase immediately
below the one you see to
your right (red arrow). It is
astounding that there could
have been such a massive
construction at such an early
date.



5 The long life of the Terrace
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Blocked staircase
(1400 B.C) {2 BLC)

The revetment wall and the main staircase were in
place by the middle of the third millennium.

They remained intact and in full view until the
middle of the second millennium, some 1000 years
later. This attests both to the construction skil}lls of
the Urkesh architects and to the great and persistent
sacrality of the area, which guaranteed that it would
never be atfected by intrusions.

From this vantage point you have a commanding
view of the main components of the structure. You
must however remember that the ancient vantage
point would have been from the lower level of the
plaza looking up (a view you can approximate by
going down the steps on your left).
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6 The lasting memory
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This earlier view of the excavations slightly
to your right shows how the plaza would
have looked around 1400 B.C.

By then, the plaza had become a basin,
with the buildings to the south (now the
hill behind you) serving as a dam that
blocked the downflow of debris that would
wash down from the Temple Terrace itself
and the surrounding areas.

As a result, the sedimentation filled in the
basin and the revetment wall was no longer
visible.

However, the memory of the stone
perimeter remained until the end, and you
can see (to your left) how a line can still be
detected serving as a hinge between the
the flat surface and the slope leading up
to the Temple.



