Facing
the
centuries

The wall in front of you was built around
2600 B.C. It encased the terrace that sloped up
to the temple you see in the distance. It re-
mained in use for over 1000 years. In the last
centuries of Urkesh (1500 to 1200 B.C.) the
plaza was filled in, and the effect was lost —

much as it is lost today. In order to recapture
the original perception of this vast sacred space,
you are invited to walk down the steps on your
left to the level of the ancient plaza.
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A bird’s
eye view

From this panoramic vista
point you can gain a comprehensive
view of the great Terrace wall and of
the staircase — both built around
2600 B.C. It is not how the ancients
saw it (the next stop will take you
down to their level ...). But the view
from up here, aided by the descrip-

tive panels in front of you, offer you
a good synthetic survey of the visual
and the historical dimensions of this
great monument.
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Facing the
transcendence

From the high vista point be-
hind us we looked down at the
staircase as a bird would. Now we
descend to the level where humans
stood — and still stand. We have ex-
cavated a large portion of the Plaza
specifically in order to make it pos-
sible for you to walk on the ground
the ancients trod. As you approach
the staircase, be mindful of the rich
meaning it held for those who ap-
proached it thousands of years ago.
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The great
ascent

You are now ready to climb
the stairs. There are two important
lessons to be learnt. The first is ar-
chaeological. The sections will teach
us a most important historical les-
son, and will enlighten us on the fi-
nal years of Urkesh” history. The
second is perceptual. Was the ascent
a casual stroll, that anybody in the
city could take, or was it laden with
meaning, and reserved only for reli-
gious occasions?

ﬁza.“ fva\ﬂ

OAE‘):\.AY\ Q\Mh\_\)}m‘j cdala ‘\T)AJJL\M

CJA]\ u\SdA J\ c:\_iaa 4\_1.1\:\5\ S)SSJ\ u.u:\SJj\ C'UL'
e-0 Uiy g Al 8 el d o) b -lile Ty
Pl bl 1asd Jaga 5 ¢ ina g3 0 ) e S o




The Temple
of the Lion

At the summit of the Terrace,
and today of the tell, there was the
Temple. You have seen already a
synthetic overview in the “pano-
rama” atop the vista point. We
found only the foundations of the
building that was in use around
2400 B.C., and we have added a par-
tial reconstruction in modern mud-
brick.
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