Projecting
the Palace

From this panoramic vista
point you have both a visual and a
conceptual overview of the Palace of
Tupkish, built around 2250 B.C.

But the excavations have
brought to light only a portion of the
full Palace —the service wing in its
entirety (to the left) and a small por-
tion of the residential and adminis-

trative sectors (to you right). Also,
the northern portion of the Palace
remains unexcavated.

In the distance to your right you see a yellow metal corner that
marks the projected northeastern corner of the Palace. This gives you
an idea of how much more there is to do in the coming years, if we
want to expose the rest of the Palace...
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Descent to the
Netherworld

The structure to your right
was not visible from the outside as
our protective cover seems to sug-
gest. It was entirely underground,
and only a small cave like entrance
would have been visible, blocked by
a couple of boulders instead of a
regular door panel. (These boulders
are simulated by the two metal
boxes we have placed in front of e
entrance.)

Here and throughout the Palace you will be more dependent, for
explanations and illustrations, on the panoramic panel at stop 6, and
on the binder that our guard will show you. This is because we are in
a transitional phase in our signage. We are experimenting with the
small metal panels you have seen so far on your itinerary. If success-
ful, we will replace the binder with such panels throughout.
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Service wing

of the Palace
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We did not find, as
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the Service wing, you are now entering
through a breach in the wall and if you
follow the red line you will see three of
the preserved sectors.
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Reception suite

of the Palace
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Just as in the Service wing, here,
too, we enter through a breach in the
wall. The blue arrow shows the projec-
tion of a possible entrance to the For-
mal wing. The few rooms excavated so
far seem to correspond to the reception
suite, where the king would receive
important visitors.

1 — Originally with a white pave-
ment and white plaster on the walls,
and with a drain, this was probably a
room for freshening up

2 — the formal courtyard

3 — access to the courtyard

4 — possibly a waiting room
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Around 2150 B.C. the Palace was abandoned. It was as if it had gone
to sleep, because we can see no trace of violent destruction. And so it came
to be overlaid by the activities of people who came in the following centu-
ries. First (2150-1900 B.C.), this became an open area, where among other
things the dead were buried in simple shafts. Then (about 1900-1700 B.C.)
there were semi-industrial installations like pottery kilns, from which came
the large dumps you see in section. This was followed (about 1700-1500
B.C.) by built-up graves in the shape of small houses which you see
shrouded in front of you. Finally, after a massive brickfall, this area devel-
oped into the main service quarter for the Temple.
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