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We are back at the beginning of our journey into time. In front of the
great staircase we saw, as we called it, the beginning of the end: a great
brickfall that began to obliterate the lower steps of the staircase.

Here we see the completion of our story: another staircase, replacing
the older access to a Temple that had slightly shifted in axis.

It was a comprehensive re-organization of the urban and sacral space,
which we can reconstruct in some detail — and of which we gain an excel-
lent overview from this vista point.
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The last
stand in the
service of
the gods...
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Around 1300 B.C., Urkesh was still an active sanctu-
ary. It was serviced by a relatively small settlement, of
which you see here the final remains — the Temple always
visible a short distance to the east.

It was Urkesh’ last century.

And it is the last stop where we can show you an ex-
cavation in progress.
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The
broader
limits
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This is the highest point on the mound, more than
25 meters above the plain level (and almost 500 m above
sea level). From here, you have a good view of the limits
of the Outer City. The city had an oval shape, about 1.5
km in length and 1 km in width. It was one of the largest
Syrian cities of the third millennium B.C..
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Our final task as archaeologists

is to document and interpret what
we have excavated. We must, as it
were, translate a mound of dirt into a
mound of paper (or, today, of
electronic bits...). The expedition
house has been conceived as a full
fledged Research Center. It allows
our staff to engage in protracted
study periods, using, right here on
site, some of the most advanced
methods and techniques. The result
is a broad series of publications
which you will find in their entirety

on our website: www.urkesh.org.
We will see you online!

Beyond
the dig
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