On most panels and generally on the upper
right, you will find a logo with one or more of
the maps and date bars given below. This will
help you situate yourself immediately at the
place and time to which the panel refers.
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The clash of centuries

The three meters of accumulations in front of you were deposited in
just a little over a century (1400-1300 B.C.)

The wall against which the accumulations rose was built some twelve
centuries earlier. And it stood, fully visible, for those twelve centuries.

The layers at the bottom date to the same period as the wall (you will
see more details in the next panel). So the later layers lay directly above
and against layers that had remained exposed for more than a millennium.

Why?

The answer is in the fact that to the south (your right) new buildings
were erected which blocked the Plaza. This caused the Plaza to become a
basin — and as a result it filled up relatively rapidly.

That is the archaeologist’s secret: to see connections across space that
are not immediately apparent. This is why our trade is often compared to
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Sections - time seen through space

Sections are an essential aspect of archaeological work. They show us
a cut through the materials that have accumulated sometime over centu-
ries. They are, physically, a measure of time.

Looking at them, you understand well the concept of stratum. It is a
slice through space that corresponds to a period in time. Everything that is
found in that slice was in use at the same moment in time.

The concept of stratum is fundamental in archaeology. You may well
ask yourselves how we can date the wall in front you to 2600 B.C. and the
strata in the facing section to twelve centuries later. It is because of the
items (written documents, ceramics, carbonized wood) found in strata as-
sociated with each of these structures.

This is also what distinguishes true archaeology from treasure hunt-
ing.

On your tour of Tell Mozan, you will see many examples of sections.
We protect and explain them with the same care reserved for monuments.
The curtain is of the same type we use for mudbrick walls, except for the
painted stripes: these help you to see at a glance the difference between
sections and walls.
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Facing the centuries

In archaeology, you dig from the top and count
from the bottom. It is obvious why, when you look
at the section. As time passes, things accumulate on
top of each other. There are five main horizons in
Utrkesh history.

(1) Under a metal cover to your left, there is the
earliest wall that parallels the big wall — but is some
eight centuries older. This was the time when cities
started, and so did Urkesh, which begins to define
its Hurrian identity.

(2) Next, cities develop into more assertive
states, and Syro-Mesopotamia develops into a co-
herent cultural entity. That is when the lage stone
wall was built for the Temple Terrace.

(3) The first empire (Akkad) controls all of
Syro-Mesopotamia, but leaves Urkesh alone, as the
safest access to the mountain resources. This is the
time of the Palace you will see later.

(4) By 2000, Urkesh has shrunk but retains its
significance as a Hurrian religious center under the
“Amorite” kingdoms (the “Khabur” period). We
have many graves from this period, especially
above the abandoned Palace.

(5) The last three centuries of Urkesh coincide
with the last three centuries of the Hurrians, now
represented by the powerful state of Mittani. Until
the end, Urkesh functions as a Hurrian shrine.
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(1) The layers are very regular, showing how evenly the buildup
accumnlated in the Plaza, against the wall of the Temple Terrace. They
consist of dust deposited by the wind, then compacted by rain (even snow)
and the trampling of people walking.

(2) There is no trace of any later intrusions such as pits, graves,
tannurs. Nor is there any trace of dumping. This means that the Plaza was
a highly privileged space — because of its sacrality.

(3) The accummulations grew to a point where the revetment wall of the
Terrace was entirely covered and thus no longer visible. This was allowed to
happen because the focal point of the Temple had shifted from east to west.
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