The ancient perception

Archaeology is like vertical tourism.

We visit landscapes and people from times long since past.

And we want to make our own the basic feelings these ancient forebears ex-
perienced. Just as we do when we visit not other times, but other counttries.

It is, through archaeology, the country of the past that we visit.

But we must not fantasize. Here is where scholarship can lead us by the hand.
It tells us what are the reasonable patterns that truly reflect the ancient perception.

Here is a beautiful example. Look at the wall in front of you. We have taken
you all the way down to this level so that you may be able to see it as the ancients did,
looking up at it from the Plaza, where you are standing. And not from above, like an
animal in a zoo...

Now think. The wall was built 46 centuries ago, even before the pyramids. As
we showed you in the previous panel, the wall remained unimpeded for at least
twelve centuries, and only then did it gradually become obliterated by the accumula-
tions that buried it from view — and thus happily preserved it for us. For all that time
the Plaza, the one where you are standing, remained a privileged space, unsullied. Can
you share in the sense of awe that induced the ancients to so respect this sacred
space?

Look more carefully now. Do you recognize any patterns?
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Here is a curious pattern for a wall — triang]les!
And it is not accidental. You will see it also in
one of the next stops, to the left of the main
staircase. It is too pronounced to be accidental
—and it seems to occur at other sites as well.

It seems not very practical as a construction
technique. So we ask: could it have a symbolic
function?

Rows of rounded triangles are found
frequently in Mesopotamian art — as in this
Akkadian seal. Three triangles are also the
cuneiform sign for mountain. Could our wall be
like a pointer to the Hurrian homeland - the
mountains you see in the distance?
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In antiquity, you would look up at the wall
trom the lower level of the Plaza. But the wall
itself was charged with meaning. It set a
boundary between the sphere of humanity and
that of the gods. It was a barrier.

To emphasize this message, the wall itself
was set up higher. A steep escarpment protected
its base and raised it to a higher plane,
symbolically as well as physically.

The first escarpment was built with the wall
itself. The second only two centuries later.

Then, when the Plaza had become a basin,
the accumulations began to grow and the Plaza
floor rose to where it met the wall itself, canceling
the effect that was intended by the escarpment.
At this point, low curtain walls were erected
that shieded the wall fom easy direct access.
One is shown here in the lower picture, as it
was when first excavated. We have since removed
it, but you see traces of it in the sections.
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Looking at
the Plaza

If you look back from
the wall, you see the same
type of leveling in the
direction of the Plaza, to
the south. The third
millennium floors dipped
to the southwest (your
right). The Mittani
accumulations (begi
around 1400 B.C.)
become progressively
more level un til they are
perfectly flat.
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(1) The accummulations to the south, immediately below the
Mittani levels, date to Ninevite 1. 1t seems likely that these
early floors were still visible in Mittani times, because we have
Sfound no evidence of Mittani period cuts that would have
removed the later layers.

(2) The metal cover in front of the large 3" millennium stone
wall protects the remnants of what appears to be an earlier wall
— parallel in orientation and structurally analogous to the later
wall. The ceramics from the soundings is Late Chalcolithic 3,
as in all other soundings below the third millennium levels.
Hence we assume this is a 4” millenninm antecedent of the
revetment wall, about 12 m. above the ancient plain level.
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