The southern edge

The small wall directly in front of you marks the edge of a
small street dating to about 1600 B.C.

The large wall below your feet marks another edge, much
more monumental. It dates to one thousand years earlier (2600
B.C.), and it is of the same type as the large walls you have seen
in the previous two stops. It marks, most likely, the south-eastern
corner of the Plaza, which extended for some one hundred me-
ters behind you and to your right.

The date? Once again, the section gives us the answer. You see
a dark grey layer beyond the lower wall. It is an ash dump that
contained large number of sealings with impressions dating to
about 2500 B.C. Since this layer overlays the wall, the wall must
be earlier — and the date of the construction of the Terrace wall
(2600 B.C.) seems very plausible for this wall as well.
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Conservation and site presentation

As you can tell, we are making a big effort to systemically con-
serve the ancient architecture, and to present it in such a way that
you, the visitor, may enjoy it and learn about the past. It is, we
teel, our responsibility as archaeologists to interpret our findings
— somewhat like an orchestra director who interprets a score for
all to hear the music behind it.

Both conservation and site presentation are inscribed in our
excavation strategy from the very first day of excavation. This
helps achieve a harmonious result, and reduces to a minimum
the costs. Here, for example, the initial plan of the excavations in-
cluded the location of this staircase.

But there is an important intellectual return as well. By con-
serving and interpreting the monuments, we are led to focus on
the larger picture within which they acquire their fuller meaning.
Thus the search for the ancient perception involves scholars as
much as a casual visitor.
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(1) The large excavation that has opened up a perspective
towards the Temple Terrace (behind you) was undertaken in
2008 as a special effort to answer the need of the many addi-
tional workmen who were seeking employment because of the
drought in the preceding winter. Work in the Plaza requires
less supervision because the deposition contains no struc-
tures, but only accumulations with hardly any objects. Even
so, we could not fully complete the project, and will have to
continue next year.

(2) Since no conservation was done in the area in front of
you, it is not included in our itinerary.
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