The beginning of the end

Remember the question we asked a moment ago, when you
were at the bottom of the staircase? Did you see something new
in these sections that was missing in the section we saw in our
tirst stop?

Look back, and check with the photo on the right: there is a
massive brickfall all the way from left (east) to right (west). It came
from buildings to the left, the lower portions of which should still
be in the ground, for us to excavate in coming years.

Notice that on the left the brickfall is high, on the right it is
low. When the buildings were still standing, the staircase was
visible and in use — probably as late as 1400 B.C. After the col-
lapse, they did not bother to remove the debris, and instead they
let more material be deposited on top of the brickfall, forming the
accumulations we see in section. Why?

The answer will come at the very end of our tour...
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BEFORE 2600 B.C..
1 earliest steps &
pavements

2600 B.C.

2 staircase

3 “apron”

4 eastern wall

2400 B.C.
5 western wall

2100 B.C.
6 escarpment (red)

1500-1400 B.C.

7 early Mittani accumulations

1400 B.C.

8 first Mittani pavement

9 second Mittani pavement
10 ash layer

11 great brickfall

12 brickmelt

1400-1300 B.C.
13 late Mittani accumulations
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The tools of the trade

As you look back and see the final outcome of a season’s work,
it is hard to imagine how animated the scene is while the work is
in progress.

A major concern is the evacuation of the dirt, especially as we
dig deeper. We have introduced several new systems, including
the one you see illustrated here.

Inside a long enclosed chamber a belt with small vertical pad-
dles carries the dirt up. At the base there is a built in sieve, so that
everything gets automatically sifted. At the top, the dirt drops at
a continuous rate either onto a wheelbarrow or directly onto a
tractor driven trailer.

We have several of these machines, and they have saved us
great amounts of time. The maximum length of 8 meters reduces
the total weight, so that they can be moved and installed easily,
even in narrow places.
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The photo showing the great brickfall was taken before excavations o lgiil i i3S 0F CilS ankie il an ) ekt ills ) sucall

were completed. The baulks in the center are still showing, and the two Al &l SIS G20Ld] Gl gasdl g ¢4 po ) jile CiilS abalial | cwdiil]
obligue stones have not yet been exposed. But the wide panorama gives JolSI [ g [ pliia Clibaei diay poll Lol ) gildl] 8T, 22 Lagric adiS))
an effective overview of the entire area. Adhiall

The area in front of the “apron” is covered with our backfill from & Al a) g0 9 L8 _salo Liae [ 2§ 1S " Dl ",oLa/‘(;’i// Lahidll
earlier seasons. By early Mittani times, the area to your left had already A i ) 28 Gl e i) dihial] ClS o3 pSaal) Luiliad) § sl
been built up to a level much higher than the area in front of the b gl o 138 =l ﬁL"f U dihiall e S e s pine
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staircase. This is because of the sharp functional (if not structural) 2.
boundary between the service sector (left) and the Plaza (right). (cre)aliadly (Dlag) poasd] andl] o solad) (4 jlazd] ilS Le 1))
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