A ritual burying of the Temple (?)

Here is where we began our excavations in 1984. To our astonish-
ment, we found mid third millennium layers immediately below the
surface (phase Al). And it quickly became apparent that this was a
temple: the “bent axis” approach (i.e., entering the sacred space from
one end of the long side) and the altar (the monolith visible in the
middle of the floor) were telltale signs.

A rebuilding in phase A2 (dated to the late third millennium)
changed the entrance to the narrow side.

And then, on top (phase A3) we found a curious wide trench,
packed with sand-like clean fill (shown here in yellow). No ceramic
material was clearly associated with it, so that we could not date it
other than attributing it to the second millennium.

For reasons that will become clear at the end of the tour, we now
assume that this trench (which overlays the earlier walls) may have
been the ritual burial of the earlier temple, at a time (Mittani) when a
new temple was built somewhere else on top of the Temple Terrace.
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The lions of Urkesh

Before our excavations, Urkesh was renowned especially because
of two bronze statues, each representing a lion in a different posture —
one in a static stance holding a stone tablet (now at the Louvre), the
other with a dynamic twist of the body looking askance (now at the
Metropolitan). Bought on the antiquities market in 1948, they were
known to come from Urkesh because of the cuneiform inscription in-
scribed on the tablet and on the bronze flange.

During our excavations, we found the statue of another lion, this
one in stone. We assume that the bronze lions came from our temple
as well (see inset below). The god to whom the Temple is dedicated
(according to the bronze lions) is identified as NERGAL, which we in-
terpret to be a logogram for Kumarbi, the main god of the Hurrian
pantheon. The temple of the lion would then be the temple of Ku-
marbi. It is, so far, the only temple excavated at Mozan.
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We assume that the two bronze lions
were part of a foundation deposit placed at
the entrance of the Temple, and that they
were discovered accidentally by local
inhabitants digging to bury their dead. Our
assumption is that they removed one or
more of the slabs of the entrance ramp of
the Temple, found the box and decided to
move to a different location (there is a small
burial ground to the northeast).
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