The Palace kitchen

We know that sector D of the
service wing was the Palace
kitchen because of the several
cooking installations found in it.

Also, the small room D3 (just
like its counterpart B3 in the stor-
age area), must have served to
keep foodstuff in a cool setting:
the walls are very thick and there

is no reason to assume that this
served as a vault.

The walls were well preserved,
and because of our protective sys-
tem you can see them as they were
when first excavated.

Notice in particular the differ-
ence in color of the mudbricks: the
red bricks in the lower courses are
the ones used in the initial con-
struction, the grey ones are those
of the later rebuilding.

Also notice how the substruc-
ture in stone is higher in front of
you: it is because this was a retain-
ing wall for the fill that made the
floor on the other side 2 m higher.



The two seals of the cook S R T

The seals were used to identify the
persons in the royal court to whom
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Cups for a royal toast

The most frequent motif on the
seals is a toast, and the most
frequent ceramic vessel is a conical
cup, just like the one shown on
the seals. You can imagine this
scene being enacted many times
in the spaces where you are now

walking.
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The two seals
of the nurse

Like the cook, the nurse of the queen
also had two seals. Even though the
queen bears an Akkadian name, both
the cook and the nurse have Hurrian
names. This is important, because the
cook was in charge of banquets rich
with ideological significance, and the
nurse was in charge of the education of
king’s son and successor (with whom
the nurse is shown on her seal).
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Another seal of queen Ugnitum
shows her with a piglet
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We can only conjecture what may have *}L« _ ) N1z f

been in the damaged part:
given the importance of the piglets
in the ceremonies of the abi,
could this seal have represented the
queen’s connection
with the woman who was performing
the Hurtian necromantic rituals?

What is certain is that the seals present

us with a variety of functions
in which women are active,
trom their highest role as queens
and princesses
down through the ranks
as nurse, cook,
lady-in-waiting, and humble servant.
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