The Palace as
seat of power

The Palace is at the heart of po-
litical power, where the king re-
sides and from where he rules.

Most of the area uncovered so
far is the service wing, and you
are now in sector B of this wing.

You would think that in an area
where the servants lived and

worked we would not learn much
about the mighty ones who lived
elsewhere in the Palace.

Instead, the place was strewn
with fragments of sealings placed
on goods brought here for the
king himself and his family. And
thus it is that from these tiny
pieces of dried mud we have been
able to gain the most detailed in-
formation about those who never
even set foot in these rooms where
you are walking now.



The lion of Tupkish
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The palace was built
around 2300 B.C.

by a king named Tupkish.
On this seal,

Tupkish acknowledges
his son by queen Ugnitum
as the crown prince.

The young prince is standing
on the head of a live lion -

so indicated by the fact that

his feet are shown as embedded
in the lion’s mane.

And the lion is yawning —
a posture that shows he is
well sated after his meal...

Our drawings are composites

of many small fragments,

and thus they reconstitute,

from their multiple impressions,
the design of

the original seal.



The queen as ruler

One of the most important finds
from Urkesh

has been the collection of sealings
that include the impressions

of the seal of

Tar’am-Agade.

She was the daughter of Naram-Sin, | %1
one of the great Mesopotamian kmgs (R T -
and her seal (above) U

bears witness to the importance

of her filiation:

the theme of a heraldic animal contesi
is one cherished

by members of the dynasty.

She presents herself as endowed

with inherited power.

Her predecessor Ugnitum (left)
chose a different theme:

she stresses her role as

the primary wife of the ruling king
and the mother of the crown prince.

Her personal power as a ruler
is symbolically emphasized (left)
by placing the 1nscr1pt10n

that gives her title as “queen” Ao gane ot (A€ 5ol 8 B aaf cpeaaly
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Seals wererolledthree times on lumps &J O e (Al
of clayaffixed to containers or doors. ] paia Lia agall
Here we have a door sealing with the Ay e

impression of the seal of the newest
king of Urkesh, Ishar-napshum.

The sceneis similar to thatfound on the
Tupkish seal with the live lion.Here,
however, the two lions are clearly the
sculptural podium on which the statue
of a god rests.

In front of, and facing away from,
the god, stands a young human figure.

It is probably another rendering of the
dynastic succession theme, except that
here the crown prince is absorbed within

the divine sphere. e




The crown prince

The seals of the queen and of the king (above) e i _)_E_L_] asldl, ._55_.:,55 i PEPRER
place a young man in a prominent position. 4= LEJ“ ‘leﬂ“ Uu.u“.-Jl a0 r_b._,u e s

He must be the crown prince, whom the st
mother is anxious to see as the successor of s Lo A Ml = el b g

his father, and whom the king acknowledges J“UI g 4l e ﬁ'ﬁl
as such We also have (below) a single sealing {,_]IJJJI_LL:H Y 3 e pi .f_ﬁn.u:.‘:-ﬁfh] fmyl L
of a “son of the king (em{an) who may also (,___g_]_n .._.:'l':'lj' umhl.;l_ﬂ F_,__:J| dub_uﬂ ey

be the chosen crown prince.
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