The protocol
of the sealed doors

From their shape we can tell
that these were all door sealings.
Doors had been sealed in the
name of the queen and her digni-
taries, and when the doors were
opened, and the seals broken, the
fragments were discarded to-
gether in a part of the Palace
which was no longer important —
right here in front of you!

The sealings were not locks.
They only guaranteed that the
guard in charge of the room had
done his duty, and no one had en-
tered without authorization.

You can tell from poor condi-
tion of the floor that this building
was no longer used as a royal res-
idence. In the larger box to your
left there are the remnants of a
bread oven that was used after the
residence status was lost.

But it remained a building un-
der the control of the royal ad-
ministration: there were no
changes in the organization of
space (e.g., no doors were
blocked), but none of the earlier
installations (such as the sewer)
were any longer in use.

So this was the appropriate
place where to discard “docu-
ments” (the sealings) which re-
tained a certain importance and
thus could not be thrown out in a
public open space.
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The daughter
of Naram-Sin

Of Naram-Sin, king of Agade,
Tar’am-Agade, his daughter.

Thus reads the cuneiform
legend on this beautiful seal.

Had there been a bell in Mozan,
it would have tolled loud and clear
when we came upon the first of
many fragments of sealings with
the impression of this seal. On it,
the word “Agade” was showing. It
was one of the few moments when
we became emotionally involved
in our finds!

For Agade was the uncontested
power in all of Syro-Mesopotamia,
and to find its name and that of its
great ruler Naram-Sin was like
finding the name of Napoleon in
some remote corner of Europe.



The
findspot

If you open the small metal
box in front of you, you will
wonder what it is that we are
trying to protect — since noting at
all is showing...

If you look a little closer, you
will see an iron nail. It is a modern
nail. We put it there as we were
triangulating the individual
fragments you see in the photo.

You see us “digging” with
dental tools as we gently remove
some of the few hundred sealing
fragments of Tar'am-Agade and
her courtiers — all found in this
spot.

You see how important the
context is. We can tie this all
important evidence to a moment
in the life of this building when it
as no longer used as a royal
residence but was still under the
direct control of the royal
administration.
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of Tar’am-Agade
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The altanni

Later Hurrian texts tell us that snakes were
used in divinatory rites to predict events
from their movements in water. In the
tfloors immediately above the Palace, we
found this jar (broken in more than 100
pieces), and from the Palace we have many
more sherds with similar decorations. The
Hurrian name of the vessel is a/fanni. Can
we then give a name to the vessel, and
imagine it in use in the Palace?
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