The tablet in the wall

At this spot on the floor we found a small clay tablet. Unas-
suming because not inscribed, it may in fact be more significant
than it first appears.

It bears the plan of a three room suite, with a small cross on
the lower right. Remarkably, the plan matches that of the three
rooms to your right (in red on the floor plan above).

We assume that it was the plan used by an ancient surveyor
(the “father of the rope” as he was called), who would stretch out
a rope from a benchmark in the ground, and measure out a dis-
tance proportional to the distance from the
little crossbar on the tablet. Once all dis-
tances had been measured, the tablet was
no longer needed. This one was dumped
in the wall in front of you, and from there
it dribbled down to the floor when the
wall collapsed.
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scale is 1:240 (4 times 60)

distance between two walls:
300 cm in the ground as excavated
1.25 cm on the tablet
(300/1.25=24)

a-b = 3.60 cm on tablet
864 cm on the ground (presumed)
(864/3.60=240)
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Here is the statue of a southern Sumerian king, Gudea
(slightly later than the time of our Palace). He cradles the
floor plan of a temple on his lap. The detail view of the
floor plan shows a graduated scale below the drawing.
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