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Welcome to Tell Mozan, ancient Urkesh.

One of the major archaeological sites in the
Jezirah, it was an important religious and political
center of ancient Syria from about 4000 B.C. until
1300 B.C.

On the High Mound you will be able to visit a
monumental Temple complex that was at the center
of the city throughout its history, and a Royal
Palace of the 23 century B.C.

A number of signs will assist in making your
visit profitable and enjoyable at the same time.

The rise in front of you hides the ancient city
wall, marked on the map by the outer red line. It
encloses an area of about 130 hectares.

Syrian law protects this and all archaeological
areas. From this point on, within the perimeter
shown with a dotted line, any type of excavation,
construction or other invasive activities are
rigorously forbidden by Syrian law..

The same Syrian law also forbids removing
anything from the site, even the smallest pottery
sherd. Any infraction is punished very severely.



Welcome to Tell Mozan, ancient Urkesh.

A self guided tour is available for all visi-
tors. It follows the itinerary indicated below. In
the metal box next to the gate of the Expedition
House we have placed a leaflet with a brief de-
scription of the stops along the way. At these
stops, you will find descriptive panels that will
tell you about the monuments and about the ar-
chaeological work that has brought them to
light.

Please see our guard, Muhammad Omo, in
the village to your right (west), for assistance
and to borrow a folder with additional illustra-
tive material.



Al (S 5l ) )90 J5 (B S Da

Al A s ) sa st O 530 qaen aadaiiany
aall (3 ganall & Ul el Ads M ek puetia
L liagdi s e i ol ) sl o
Jsh Ao e @ g Al Glhaall T jaidd’
u;cwaub}dwcuw\o&@ ‘UAJM
) e jal sl LS,)-‘Y‘ il e g4y Y1 A gV
s

A 8l (A ¢ gagl dena gl gl an gisla
uhoj\.u.uy 5«3 lia Lﬁi d;i e qu’J\ LA\
:\ASLA\DJMCA\JALAD&H



The excavation of Urkesh at Tell Mozan
started in 1984
and through the year 2009
there have been 22 seasons of excavation

Excavations are carried out under a permit from,
and with the collaboration of,
The Directorate General of Antiquities and Museums,
The Ministry of Culture,
The Syrian Arab Republic

The expedition 1s under the aegis of

[ IMAS —
The International Institute for Mesopotamian Area Studies

Major funding has been provided
over the years through various grants from
The National Endowment for the Humanities
The National Geographic Society
The Ambassador International Cultural Foundation
The Catholic Biblical Association
The Ahmanson Foundation
The L. J. Skaggs and Mary C. Skaggs Foundation
The Cotsen Institute of Archaeology, UCLA
Syria Shell Petroleum Development B.V.
The San Carlos Foundation
The Vartanian Corporation



Conservation has been supported by
The Samuel H. Kress Foundation
The Getty Conservation Institute

The World Monuments Fund

Site presentation has been supported by
The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York
The World Monuments Fund

Publication has been supported by
The Council on Research of the Academic Senate, UCLA
The Cotsen Family Foundation
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation

A permanent Endowment has been established by the
Urkesh Founders

For more details on this project please visit
www.urkesh.org
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The first archaeologist to
work at Tell Mozan was Max
Mallowan. He came in 1934
with his wife, Agatha Christie,
and made three soundings. From
these, he concluded that this was
a Roman site, and went on to
excavate at Chaghar Bazar.

(The attribution to Roman
times was an understandable
mistake, because it was Mal-
lowan himself who would estab-
lish the ceramic sequence for the
region from his later excava-
tions. — We know about their
days in Mozan from a few pages
in Agatha’s autobiographical
Come, Tell Me How You Live.)

From Mallowan’s unpub-
lished notes (now at the British
Museum) we have been able to
pinpoint the places where he dug
on the tell. One is the small de-
pression still visible in front of
you.
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