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y definition, archaeology evokes the image of ruins. And ruins exert a pow-
erful aesthetic appeal, perhaps because they seem to give a sharp visual di-
mension to the finality of time.

But what is now ruinous was once whole. We speak of dead languages, we see
empty buildings as if they were dead as well. But they were once pulsating with life.
Dead are only the carriers of a civilization that was, once, as rich and vibrant as our
own.

Thus archaeology is not only about ruins. It is very much about life once lived.

Here at Mozan we wish to take you through a journey that will synchronize your
time with theirs — the ancients’. We want you to revisit their perceptions and make
them yours.

To thus recapture the ancients” experience is not a game of fantasy. We base our ef-
fort on well defined, demonstrable and arguable patterns. We are social scientists with
precise standards. But we are also humanists open to the full gamut of human experi-
ence, across the millennia.

When pursued in this manner, archaeology serves like a diapason by which we can
tune our response to the solicitation of the ancients, our experience to theirs, our hu-

manness to theirs.

You may not easily forget the Mozan journey we propose to you. It unfolds as a
story, with recurrent themes that acquire their full significance as you walk from one
station to the next. The story is the story of this ancient city, as it lived through more
than 20 centuries of a dynamic and glorious history.

It is a story that goes well beyond curiosity. It tells us why it is so important for us,
today, to know how we were in a yesterday that reaches back into the most remote
past. Because the past is for the present. Thus we learn how Syria has been a pivot of
civilization since the beginning, a place where institutional change is at the root the co-
hesiveness of the social groups.

It is, also, a story of how we, the archaeologists, go about establishing such far-
reaching conclusions. The soil we excavate would remain a mute witness were it not

for the skill with which it is first excavated, and then endowed with meaning.

We have pursued these goals systematically, over the years. We have been, and still
are, experimenting with a variety of different approaches that aim to translate into the
concrete reality of modern Syrian Mozan the vision we have of ancient Syrian Urkesh.

This Folio offers a preliminary presentation of the results achieved so far.



PART ONE

THE ORGANIZATION
OF SPACE



visit to an archaeological site is best done when excavations are in progress.

Then one can see how the work is conducted, and benefit from personal guid-

ance of the excavators. It
was a great privilege to have, in
2008, a most distinguished visitor
come to the site whom we could so
escort — H. E. Dr. Asma al-Assad.

But most visitors come when

the excavators are not present, and
it is especially for them that we
have developed an itinerary with
fourteen stops, each with detailed
panels through which a narrative

unfolds.

As if leafing through a book,
one can, at each stop, read a dif-
ferent chapter, because the story
line progresses creating almost a
suspense. One follows the history
of the ancient city, seeing how its
monuments flourished and de-
cayed. And one begins to under-
stand how the archaeologists de-
code this book. Some of the pan-

els address specific aspects and
N & = go into greater detail.

Others present a broad
synthesis, an overview that
encompasses conceptual vis-
tas as wide-ranging in scope
as the field of view which one
can gain from a panoramic
vista point. In the local par-
lance, in fact, the vista point
itself is called “panorama.”




We of course use this combina-
tion of small panels and larger
poster boards even when personally
escorting our visitors to the site. But
it is especially rewarding to know
that we can vicariously welcome

visitors at any time, through the in-
termediary of the written word and
of the images that direct the atten-
tion and train the eye.

Both types of panel include several plates, which acquire their full meaning from

the composite effect resulting from their juxtaposition. More importantly, they ulti-
mately make sense only in relationship to the concrete target to which they refer. Both
aspects are lost in the book format in which they are presented here. We hope that the
fruition we offer at the site will become the destination of more visitors who are
warmly invited to read this book ... in the original. You will begin with a leaflet (re-
produced in the following pages) that will guide you through the itinerary.




English Leaflet - front

Mozan as Urkesh:
Archaeology in the making

Welcome to Tell Mozan, the site of ancient Urkesh. We invite you to see how the hill you saw
from the road is, in fact, a glorious ancient city. You will see the monuments, and we will explain
how they served to enrich the life of the ancient people who lived here.

Who were these people? They constitute one of the oldest civilizations of ancient Syria, that
of the Hurrians. Our evidence suggests that Urkesh had developed as a full-fledged city already
by about 3500 B.C., and that it was already then the site of the major temple which characterizes
its later history. Its history ends at the time when the Hurrians completely disappear from his-
tory, about 1200 B.C.

We also want to explain to you how archaeology can reach these conclusions. It is through ar-
chaeology that we can give voice to the otherwise mute witness of buildings and objects long
since buried in the ground. You will find a number of panels that illustrate important concepts
and special techniques we use.

You can spend several hours, and come back for more. You can also take but a quick tour.
The itinerary (outlined on the back of this page) will help you make the most of your visit, and
you can open the panels you will encounter as if you were turning the pages of a book. This leaf-
let will serve as the introduction and the table of contents.

There is a logic to the itinerary, which unfolds as if a continuous narrative. You can best appre-
ciate this if you allow enough time to reflect on what is written, and to compare the information
on different panels.

The full content of all the panels will be available online as of January 19, 2009, at
www.urkesh.org, where you can find exhaustive additional information about the site. There,

you can also find the address where you may send any comments you have on your visit.

The large boards situated atop the vista points give you a synthesis of what you see below you
respectively in the Temple and the Palace.

Like footnotes in a book, the smaller panels give you the information you need if you wish to
learn the details of what is in front of you. A colored dot on the cover will help you follow your
preferences — white for architecture, material culture, daily life; green for history, society and re-
ligion; yellow for the process of archaeology. Smaller insets in the lower right of each panel, in
italics, address issues of a slightly more technical nature.

Consulting the binder that our guard will give you will let you see photos of the most impor-
tant objects that were found in the spaces through which you are walking. In the near future,
you will be able to see the real objects in the new Museum being built in Hassaka.

Ours is a continuing project, and thus it is experimental in nature and changes every year.
The design we have chosen for our site presentation is meant to be flexible enough to accommo-
date these needs. We will also expand our coverage.

We wish you a happy and productive visit!

Giorgio Buccellati Marilyn Kelly-Buccellati
Director, IIMAS — The International Institute Director, Mozan/Urkesh
for Mesopotamian Area Studies Archaeological Project
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TEMPLE English

Facing the centuries

A bird’s-eye view

Facing the transcendence
The great ascent

The Temple of the lion
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PALACE
6. Projecting the Palace
7. Descent to the Netherworld
8. Walking through the service wing of the Palace
9. The reception suite of the Palace
10. The Palace asleep

THE LAST DAYS OF URKESH
11. The great Mittani shift - northwestern closure of the great Plaza
12. The service areas of the Temple
13. The city from the top
14. Back to the present (the Mozan/Urkesh Center)
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PART TWO

THE INDIVIDUAL
PANELS



Facing
the
centuries

The wall in front of you was built around
2600 B.C. It encased the terrace that sloped up
to the temple you see in the distance. It re-
mained in use for over 1000 years. In the last
centuries of Urkesh (1500 to 1200 B.C.) the
plaza was filled in, and the effect was lost —

much as it is lost today. In order to recapture
the original perception of this vast sacred space,
you are invited to walk down the steps on your
left to the level of the ancient plaza.
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Sections - time seen through space

Sections are an essential aspect of archaeological work. They show us
a cut through the materials that have accumulated sometime over centu-
ries. They are, physically, a measure of time.

Looking at them, you understand well the concept of stratum. It is a
slice through space that corresponds to a period in time. Everything that is
found in that slice was in use at the same moment in time.

The concept of stratum is fundamental in archaeology. You may well
ask yourselves how we can date the wall in front you to 2600 B.C. and the
strata in the facing section to twelve centuries later. It is because of the
items (written documents, ceramics, carbonized wood) found in strata as-
sociated with each of these structures.

This is also what distinguishes true archaeology from treasure hunt-
ing.

On your tour of Tell Mozan, you will see many examples of sections.
We protect and explain them with the same care reserved for monuments.
The curtain is of the same type we use for mudbrick walls, except for the
painted stripes: these help you to see at a glance the difference between
sections and walls.
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The clash of centuries

The three meters of accumulations in front of you were deposited in
just a little over a century (1400-1300 B.C.)

The wall against which the accumulations rose was built some twelve
centuries earlier. And it stood, fully visible, for those twelve centuries.

The layers at the bottom date to the same period as the wall (you will
see more details in the next panel). So the later layers lay directly above
and against layers that had remained exposed for more than a millennium.

Why?

The answer is in the fact that to the south (your right) new buildings
were erected which blocked the Plaza. This caused the Plaza to become a
basin — and as a result it filled up relatively rapidly.

That is the archaeologist’s secret: to see connections across space that
are not immediately apparent. This is why our trade is often compared to

that of a sleuth, our story to a
Temple and Terrace .
detective novel...
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Facing the centuries

In archaeology, you dig from the top and count
from the bottom. It is obvious why, when you look
at the section. As time passes, things accumulate on
top of each other. There are five main horizons in
Urkesh history.

(1) Under a metal cover to your left, there is the
earliest wall that parallels the big wall — but is some
eight centuries older. This was the time when cities
started, and so did Urkesh, which begins to define
its Hurrian identity.

(2) Next, cities develop into more assertive
states, and Syro-Mesopotamia develops into a co-
herent cultural entity. That is when the lage stone
wall was built for the Temple Terrace.

(3) The first empire (Akkad) controls all of
Syro-Mesopotamia, but leaves Urkesh alone, as the
safest access to the mountain resources. This is the
time of the Palace you will see later.

(4) By 2000, Urkesh has shrunk but retains its
significance as a Hurrian religious center under the
“Amorite” kingdoms (the “Khabur” period). We
have many graves from this period, especially
above the abandoned Palace.

(5) The last three centuries of Urkesh coincide
with the last three centuries of the Hurrians, now
represented by the powerful state of Mittani. Until
the end, Urkesh functions as a Hurrian shrine.
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On most panels and generally on the upper
right, you will find a logo with one or more of
the maps and date bars given below. This will
help you situate yourself immediately at the
place and time to which the panel refers.
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(1) The layers are very regular, showing how evenly the buildup
accumnlated in the Plaza, against the wall of the Temple Terrace. They
consist of dust deposited by the wind, then compacted by rain (even snow)
and the trampling of people walking.

(2) There is no trace of any later intrusions such as pits, graves,
tannurs. Nor is there any trace of dumping. This means that the Plaza was
a highly privileged space — because of its sacrality.

(3) The accummulations grew to a point where the revetment wall of the
Terrace was entirely covered and thus no longer visible. This was allowed to
happen becanse the focal point of the Temple had shifted from east to west.
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The ancient perception

Archaeology is like vertical tourism.

We visit landscapes and people from times long since past.

And we want to make our own the basic feelings these ancient forebears ex-
perienced. Just as we do when we visit not other times, but other counttries.

It is, through archaeology, the country of the past that we visit.

But we must not fantasize. Here is where scholarship can lead us by the hand.
It tells us what are the reasonable patterns that truly reflect the ancient perception.

Here is a beautiful example. Look at the wall in front of you. We have taken
you all the way down to this level so that you may be able to see it as the ancients did,
looking up at it from the Plaza, where you are standing. And not from above, like an
animal in a zoo...

Now think. The wall was built 46 centuries ago, even before the pyramids. As
we showed you in the previous panel, the wall remained unimpeded for at least
twelve centuries, and only then did it gradually become obliterated by the accumula-
tions that buried it from view — and thus happily preserved it for us. For all that time
the Plaza, the one where you are standing, remained a privileged space, unsullied. Can
you share in the sense of awe that induced the ancients to so respect this sacred
space?

Look more carefully now. Do you recognize any patterns?
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Here is a curious pattern for a wall — triang]les!
And it is not accidental. You will see it also in
one of the next stops, to the left of the main
staircase. It is too pronounced to be accidental
—and it seems to occur at other sites as well.

It seems not very practical as a construction
technique. So we ask: could it have a symbolic
function?

Rows of rounded triangles are found
frequently in Mesopotamian art — as in this
Akkadian seal. Three triangles are also the
cuneiform sign for mountain. Could our wall be
like a pointer to the Hurrian homeland - the
mountains you see in the distance?
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In antiquity, you would look up at the wall
trom the lower level of the Plaza. But the wall
itself was charged with meaning. It set a
boundary between the sphere of humanity and
that of the gods. It was a barrier.

To emphasize this message, the wall itself
was set up higher. A steep escarpment protected
its base and raised it to a higher plane,
symbolically as well as physically.

The first escarpment was built with the wall
itself. The second only two centuries later.

Then, when the Plaza had become a basin,
the accumulations began to grow and the Plaza
floor rose to where it met the wall itself, canceling
the effect that was intended by the escarpment.
At this point, low curtain walls were erected
that shieded the wall fom easy direct access.
One is shown here in the lower picture, as it
was when first excavated. We have since removed
it, but you see traces of it in the sections.
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Looking at
the Plaza

If you look back from
the wall, you see the same
type of leveling in the
direction of the Plaza, to
the south. The third
millennium floors dipped
to the southwest (your
right). The Mittani
accumulations (begi
around 1400 B.C.)
become progressively
more level un til they are
perfectly flat.
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(1) The accummulations to the south, immediately below the
Mittani levels, date to Ninevite 1. 1t seems likely that these
early floors were still visible in Mittani times, because we have
Sfound no evidence of Mittani period cuts that would have
removed the later layers.

(2) The metal cover in front of the large 3" millennium stone
wall protects the remnants of what appears to be an earlier wall
— parallel in orientation and structurally analogous to the later
wall. The ceramics from the soundings is Late Chalcolithic 3,
as in all other soundings below the third millennium levels.
Hence we assume this is a 4” millenninm antecedent of the
revetment wall, about 12 m. above the ancient plain level.
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A bird’s
eye view

From this panoramic vista
point you can gain a comprehensive
view of the great Terrace wall and of
the staircase — both built around
2600 B.C. It is not how the ancients
saw it (the next stop will take you
down to their level ...). But the view
from up here, aided by the descrip-
tive panels in front of you, offer you
a good synthetic survey of the visual
and the historical dimensions of this

great monument.
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Facing the
transcendence

From the high vista point be-
hind us we looked down at the
staircase as a bird would. Now we
descend to the level where humans
stood — and still stand. We have ex-
cavated a large portion of the Plaza
specifically in order to make it pos-
sible for you to walk on the ground
the ancients trod. As you approach
the staircase, be mindful of the rich
meaning it held for those who ap-
proached it thousands of years ago.
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The boundary

In the distance, you see the staircase and the Terrace, with the
Temple on top. We opened this large swath to gain a visual foot-
hold that might allow us to recapture the perceptual experience
of the ancients as they approached their shrine from the southern
end of the Plaza. The excavations are not completed, but you can
already enjoy a good approximation of what the final result will
be.

You will now walk along the path and approach, as the an-
cients did, the Temple complex. There would not have been, of
course, the corridor effect that our excavations have created. But
there would have been a steep edge to the east (your right). This
was a sharp boundary between the privileged space of the Plaza
(kept immaculately clean over the centuries) and the constant
buildup to the east.
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Literally, a bird...

We entrust our camera to a
kite that, like its namesake,
soars with the wind and faith-
fully brings back images.

In the aerial view to the
right you see the entire area
from this southern edge of the
Plaza to the Temple at the top.
You see clearly the “bound-
ary” which is on your right as
you walk towards the stair-
case. The other limits of the
Plaza are also fairly certain.

It is too early, instead, to
say where the limits of the

Temple Terrace are. The dotted line shows the projection we currently
think is most plausible.
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(1) The large excavation that has opened up a perspective
towards the Temple Terrace (behind you) was undertaken in
2008 as a special effort to answer the need of the many addi-
tional workmen who were seeking employment because of the
drought in the preceding winter. Work in the Plaza requires
less supervision because the deposition contains no struc-
tures, but only accumulations with hardly any objects. Even
so, we could not fully complete the project, and will have to
continue next year.

(2) Since no conservation was done in the area in front of
you, it is not included in our itinerary.
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The great
ascent

You are now ready to climb
the stairs. There are two important
lessons to be learnt. The first is ar-
chaeological. The sections will teach
us a most important historical les-
son, and will enlighten us on the fi-
nal years of Urkesh” history. The
second is perceptual. Was the ascent
a casual stroll, that anybody in the
city could take, or was it laden with
meaning, and reserved only for reli-
gious occasions?
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From section to section

You have been walking through a “corridor” flanked by sec-
tions, and you now face wall and staircase, again flanked by sec-
tions.

Like a doctor reading X-rays, you are beginning to read behind
the cuts we make in the mound. You can see how ancient vol-
umes, still unexcavated and thus hidden, can be visualized.

Look at your left. The neat and level sequence of layers is iden-
tical to the one you just saw in the other side (stop 1). It is in fact
the same. Or so we can assume. It stretches across a distance of
some 40 meters to the west (your left).

The accumulations that gradually covered escarpment and
wall on the other side, also covered wall and staircase on this
side. Once again, you can read time through space.

But there is here a new element, one that proved to be decisive
in explaining many things about the history of Urkesh. Look and
see if you detect something in the sections that is different from
what you saw before. The next panel at the top of the stairs will
tell you what we see.
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similar to those you saw in Stop 1




A mountain in the city

To the left of the staircase you will see another “mountain tri-
angle,” like the one we first recognized on the wall you saw on
the other side. It is, indeed, the same wall. So it stands to reason
that the triangle motif should continue.

Notice how very rough this wall is, in contrast with the stair-
case to your right and the wall that flanks the staircase.

We like to think that this was intentional. The great wall is a
barrier, emulating the mountains in the distance. The triangle
motif emphasizes this perception. The staircase and the wall that

flanks it, with well
hewn stones, is a

bridge across the bar-
.-éh“,;gw rier — a bridge created

'?3*4-9 - d

, by our human culture.
We see the city emerge
as a way of re-

inventing nature.
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BEFORE 2600 B.C..
1 earliest steps &
pavements

2600 B.C.

2 staircase

3 “apron”

4 eastern wall

2400 B.C.
5 western wall

2100 B.C.
6 escarpment (red)

1500-1400 B.C.

7 early Mittani accumulations

1400 B.C.

8 first Mittani pavement

9 second Mittani pavement
10 ash layer

11 great brickfall

12 brickmelt

1400-1300 B.C.
13 late Mittani accumulations

pod 1400 — 1500

a STl A bl cales] all -7

2.6 1400

BT PEE PO, PEN T
00381 40l 44 e pall LS -9

ala I e aliale -10)

el _alll a1 -1
il gl 12

g5 1300 -1400

& s el A nlall ol il 213

AR e A
ek 2EO0D b
5 35de il a1
44 gom 1o L]L}.._.':.ﬂ__]‘I:_.;

L;uuﬁiJu;n_q

2.5 2400
ol olanll o5

2.5 2100
(el ey bl 6




The photo showing the great brickfall was taken before excavations o lgiil i i3S 0F CilS ankie il an ) ekt ills ) sucall

were completed. The baulks in the center are still showing, and the two Al &l SIS G20Ld] Gl gasdl g ¢4 po ) jile CiilS abalial | cwdiil]
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staircase. This is because of the sharp functional (if not structural) 2.
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The Temple
of the Lion

At the summit of the Terrace,
and today of the tell, there was the
Temple. You have seen already a
synthetic overview in the “pano-
rama” atop the vista point. We
found only the foundations of the
building that was in use around
2400 B.C., and we have added a par-
tial reconstruction in modern mud-
brick.
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A ritual burying of the Temple (?)

Here is where we began our excavations in 1984. To our astonish-
ment, we found mid third millennium layers immediately below the
surface (phase Al). And it quickly became apparent that this was a
temple: the “bent axis” approach (i.e., entering the sacred space from
one end of the long side) and the altar (the monolith visible in the
middle of the floor) were telltale signs.

A rebuilding in phase A2 (dated to the late third millennium)
changed the entrance to the narrow side.

And then, on top (phase A3) we found a curious wide trench,
packed with sand-like clean fill (shown here in yellow). No ceramic
material was clearly associated with it, so that we could not date it
other than attributing it to the second millennium.

For reasons that will become clear at the end of the tour, we now
assume that this trench (which overlays the earlier walls) may have
been the ritual burial of the earlier temple, at a time (Mittani) when a
new temple was built somewhere else on top of the Temple Terrace.
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The lions of Urkesh

Before our excavations, Urkesh was renowned especially because
of two bronze statues, each representing a lion in a different posture —
one in a static stance holding a stone tablet (now at the Louvre), the
other with a dynamic twist of the body looking askance (now at the
Metropolitan). Bought on the antiquities market in 1948, they were
known to come from Urkesh because of the cuneiform inscription in-
scribed on the tablet and on the bronze flange.

During our excavations, we found the statue of another lion, this
one in stone. We assume that the bronze lions came from our temple
as well (see inset below). The god to whom the Temple is dedicated
(according to the bronze lions) is identified as NERGAL, which we in-
terpret to be a logogram for Kumarbi, the main god of the Hurrian
pantheon. The temple of the lion would then be the temple of Ku-
marbi. It is, so far, the only temple excavated at Mozan.
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We assume that the two bronze lions
were part of a foundation deposit placed at
the entrance of the Temple, and that they
were discovered accidentally by local
inhabitants digging to bury their dead. Our
assumption is that they removed one or
more of the slabs of the entrance ramp of
the Temple, found the box and decided to
move to a different location (there is a small
burial ground to the northeast).
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Projecting
the Palace

From this panoramic vista
point you have both a visual and a
conceptual overview of the Palace of
Tupkish, built around 2250 B.C.

But the excavations have
brought to light only a portion of the
full Palace —the service wing in its
entirety (to the left) and a small por-
tion of the residential and adminis-
trative sectors (to you right). Also,
the northern portion of the Palace
remains unexcavated.

In the distance to your right you see a yellow metal corner that
marks the projected northeastern corner of the Palace. This gives you
an idea of how much more there is to do in the coming years, if we
want to expose the rest of the Palace...
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Descent to the
Netherworld

The structure to your right
was not visible from the outside as
our protective cover seems to sug-
gest. It was entirely underground,
and only a small cave like entrance
would have been visible, blocked by
a couple of boulders instead of a
regular door panel. (These boulders
are simulated by the two metal

boxes we have placed in front of e
entrance.)

Here and throughout the Palace you will be more dependent, for
explanations and illustrations, on the panoramic panel at stop 6, and
on the binder that our guard will show you. This is because we are in
a transitional phase in our signage. We are experimenting with the
small metal panels you have seen so far on your itinerary. If success-
ful, we will replace the binder with such panels throughout.
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Service wing

of the Palace
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the Service wing, you are now entering
through a breach in the wall and if you
follow the red line you will see three of
the preserved sectors.
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Reception suite

of the Palace
el a JLEinY) s

G2

Just as in the Service wing, here,
too, we enter through a breach in the
wall. The blue arrow shows the projec-
tion of a possible entrance to the For-
mal wing. The few rooms excavated so
far seem to correspond to the reception
suite, where the king would receive
important visitors.

1 — Originally with a white pave-
ment and white plaster on the walls,
and with a drain, this was probably a
room for freshening up

2 — the formal courtyard

3 — access to the courtyard

4 — possibly a waiting room

staircase??

G '-I
flagstones courtyard

underground <f—
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The formal courtyard

This is only a portion of the full courtyard. Given the position of
the entrance and the slope of the pavement, we assume that the full
courtyard, when excavated, will be about three times as large.

The position in the plan of the Palace (as far as we know it at the
moment) and the quality of the architecture suggest that this was the
focal point of the reception suit, where important visitors would have
been admitted in the presence of the king.

(We are experimenting in this panel with an option to present mul-
tiple images in bound format. The measure of the success will be
whether the panel survives the winter... If so, this model will give us
an opportunity to further expand our graphic offerings.)
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A precise drawing of the section in front of you
gives a full rendering of each visible detail.
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The last layer to be removed before

fully exposing the stone pavement
contained the collapse of the red brick walls
of the first phase of the Palace.
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From the same angle as in the photo above
you now see the pavement completely exposed.
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Another earlier moment
in the excavations of the stone pavement.

d}i'&aﬁs)}m
4 yaall L W) e ) o



E retaining- I platfortn

General plan of the Royal Palace AP
N826 gb

flagstones courtyard

underground 4/_\




A burial at the bottom of a deep pit excavated
about four centuries after the abandonment of the Palace,
when the pavement was no longer visible.
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An overhead view of the stone pavement
showing the top of a baked brick structure,
presumably a tank for water (now backfilled).
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A detail of the baked brick structure.
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A human body interred in one of the graves
above the section on your right.
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The tablet in the wall

At this spot on the floor we found a small clay tablet. Unas-
suming because not inscribed, it may in fact be more significant
than it first appears.

It bears the plan of a three room suite, with a small cross on
the lower right. Remarkably, the plan matches that of the three
rooms to your right (in red on the floor plan above).

We assume that it was the plan used by an ancient surveyor
(the “father of the rope” as he was called), who would stretch out
a rope from a benchmark in the ground, and measure out a dis-
tance proportional to the distance from the
little crossbar on the tablet. Once all dis-
tances had been measured, the tablet was
no longer needed. This one was dumped
in the wall in front of you, and from there
it dribbled down to the floor when the
wall collapsed.
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Here is the statue of a southern Sumerian king, Gudea
(slightly later than the time of our Palace). He cradles the
floor plan of a temple on his lap. The detail view of the
floor plan shows a graduated scale below the drawing.
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The
Palace
asleep
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Around 2150 B.C. the Palace was abandoned. It was as if it had gone
to sleep, because we can see no trace of violent destruction. And so it came
to be overlaid by the activities of people who came in the following centu-
ries. First (2150-1900 B.C.), this became an open area, where among other
things the dead were buried in simple shafts. Then (about 1900-1700 B.C.)
there were semi-industrial installations like pottery kilns, from which came
the large dumps you see in section. This was followed (about 1700-1500
B.C.) by built-up graves in the shape of small houses which you see
shrouded in front of you. Finally, after a massive brickfall, this area devel-
oped into the main service quarter for the Temple.
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The great
Mittani

shift
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We are back at the beginning of our journey into time. In front of the
great staircase we saw, as we called it, the beginning of the end: a great
brickfall that began to obliterate the lower steps of the staircase.

Here we see the completion of our story: another staircase, replacing
the older access to a Temple that had slightly shifted in axis.

It was a comprehensive re-organization of the urban and sacral space,
which we can reconstruct in some detail — and of which we gain an excel-
lent overview from this vista point.
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A look at the past (2600 B.C.)

At the extreme end of the excavations in front of you, you
barely see the wall that stood astride the great staircase. And
deep down, slightly to the right, you see the great section that
hovers above the ancient floor of the Plaza. You may remember
that we called it “The clash of the centuries,” because the thick
accumulations of the last century in the life of Urkesh (1400 B.C.)
overlaid directly the much earlier floors of the time when the
wall was first built (2600 B.C.).

From this vista point, you see the large revetment wall of the
Plaza come in our direction, until it takes a sharp turn to the
north (see the photo to the right). That was the end of the Terrace
in the early periods, and it was the northern end of the Plaza as
well.
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Alook at ... the present (1400 B.C.)

When the large staircase to the east came into disuse (because of the
brickfall we saw in Stop 4), the whole organization of the sacral and
urban space changed configuration: the main access to the Temple was
now from the west, through the new (smaller) staircase you see to the
left in front of you. At that point, they also added a border (see the photo
to the right), which continued the line of the earlier revetment wall. This
earlier wall was very soon obliterated by the accumulations above the
Plaza, so that the final appearance was not much different from the way
it looks today.

Eventually (by about 1300 B.C.), this smaller staircase came to be cov-
ered as well, and at this point we find few sherds which are typically
Middle Assyrian. We have otherwise no evidence of an Assyrian pres-
ence, and we know that the site was longer settled as of that time.
Urkesh, we conclude, was too “Hurrian” for the Assyrians to take over
its cultic traditions, and so, for our good fortune, it was totally aban-

doned to itself.
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The last
stand in the
service of
the gods...
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Around 1300 B.C., Urkesh was still an active sanctu-
ary. It was serviced by a relatively small settlement, of
which you see here the final remains — the Temple always
visible a short distance to the east.

It was Urkesh’ last century.

And it is the last stop where we can show you an ex-
cavation in progress.
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The rooms in this area have stone pavements (now backfilled). We do not know what their
function may have been, but we assume they were for some institutional purpose linked to
Temple activities (in other words, they were not private houses in a rural context). A similar
conclusion is suggested by the fact that a number of bronze objects were found in these levels.
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The
broader
limits
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This is the highest point on the mound, more than
25 meters above the plain level (and almost 500 m above
sea level). From here, you have a good view of the limits
of the Outer City. The city had an oval shape, about 1.5
km in length and 1 km in width. It was one of the largest
Syrian cities of the third millennium B.C..

e 25 (e SS) (i) daagdl (e ddais e 4 224
() mhas 358 116 500 (A g) (5 stnall mhasall (3 48
Aoa Al A o gan aa IS5 aa i ol el ia
K1 5 YshaS1.5 s oo sy JSE Al <
Gl 84 ) suall Gaall ST e saal g culS 2l L o
L5kl J8 &l



Our final task as archaeologists

is to document and interpret what
we have excavated. We must, as it
were, translate a mound of dirt into a
mound of paper (or, today, of
electronic bits...). The expedition
house has been conceived as a full
fledged Research Center. It allows
our staff to engage in protracted
study periods, using, right here on
site, some of the most advanced
methods and techniques. The result
is a broad series of publications
which you will find in their entirety

on our website: www.urkesh.org.
We will see you online!

Beyond
the dig
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