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The eighteenth volume of the Studies on the Civilization and Culture of Nuzi and
the Hurrians is dedicated to the founder of this series, David I. Owen, who,
together with Martha A. Morrison, in 1981 created its title in order to honor
Ernest R. Lacheman, who provided him with unfettered access to the then
unpublished Nuzi texts and who was Martha's academic teacher in Nuzi
studies. Ever since he wrote his dissertation on The Loan Documents from Nuzu
(submitted to the Faculty of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences of
Brandeis University in 1969), David preserved his interest in and loyalty to
Nuzi studies, though his extensive scholarly oeuvre predominantly focuses on
Neo-Sumerian documents. When Lacheman died in 1982, David readily as-
sumed responsibility for his teacher’s scholarly legacy, especially for the
publication of more than 700 cuneiform copies Lacheman had left for the series
Excavations at Nuzi (EN 9) and Joint Expedition with the Iraq Museum (JEN 7).
For this purpose he turned SCCNH (that originally had just been the title of a
Festschrift) into a series and asked a group of colleagues and supporters for
cooperation, including M.P. Maidman (who took care of JEN 7) and M.A.
Morrison. They were supposed to identify tablets and fragments from the
Harvard Semitic Museum stored at the Lacheman estate and prepare the
edition of Lacheman’s copies.

After EN 9/1-3 (in SCCNH 2, 4, 5) and JEN 7 (in SCCNH 3) had been
published, the series took a new turn. For SCCNH 6 (containing Maynard
Maidman’s edition of one hundred texts from JEN 7) David had found a new
publisher, Mark Cohen of CDL press, who has remained a committed,
competent, and patient partner, colleague, and friend ever since. As early as
February 1992, when David was planning a visit to Germany, he suggested to
meet me at Wiirzburg in order to discuss “long-term plans on Nuzi studies and,
in particular, some cooperative efforts ... for putting the Nuzi texts on a large
computer database which will incorporate the latest readings, collations and
restorations.” A month later, during David’s stay in our home at Veitshoch-
heim, we had an extensive brainstorming session about many aspects of Nuzi
studies. We agreed on putting into practice David’s long-standing plan to
publish the hundreds of fragments of Nuzi tablets in the Harvard Semitic
Museum that had been inventoried and transliterated by Lacheman (see J.
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Fincke, EN 10/1-3 in SCCNH 8, 9, and 12; B. Spering, EN 11/1-2 in SCCNH 15,
18). I mentioned the desirability of a specialized journal-like forum for Nuzi
studies. David suggested joining forces by transforming SCCNH into such a
journal and that we share the editorship. Eventually we agreed on doing just so;
SCCNH was to become an annual of a smaller size than that of the previous
volumes (we envisaged 150-200 pages). In 1995, SCCNH 7 appeared along these
guidelines. For a couple of years we were able to more or less continue this way,
with even more substantial volumes of 400-450 pages each (SCCNH 8-10, 1996,
1998,1999). It soon became evident, however, that we would be unable to attract
sufficient manuscripts to keep up the exclusive journal-style format of the series
and started to accept book size manuscripts (SCCNH 11, 13, 16, 17).

Looking back at Nuzi and related studies of the last three decades it is
evident that David’s share cannot be overestimated. The scholars who contri-
buted to this volume consider their articles a sign of gratitude for his editorial
efforts, his encouragement, and his organizational abilities to keep up a forum
that has profoundly influenced the course of Nuzi and Hurrian studies.

I would like to thank Nelson Schaenen, trustee emeritus and presidential
counselor at Cornell University and his wife, Nancy Schaenen, trustee emeritas
of Drew University and DePauw University, long time friends and supporters
of David's research and publication, for their generous subsidy that facilitated
the publication of this volume.

AD MULTOS ANNOS!

Gernot Wilhelm
Wiirzburg University
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