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(Preliminary draft, June 1991)

INTRODUCTION

The excavations in the Temple BA started with the first season in 1984 and con-
tinued through the fifth season in 1988. A separate Photographic Data Set will cover
the stratigraphy of the temple in detail, therefore only a short summary will be given
here. We have excavated most of the plan down to the stratigraphic phase of the white
plastered floor but some':détéiﬁls remain to be completed. “We-are-planning to do-this-in-
the 1993 excavation season. The Temple 1s stone founded with three main stratigraphic

phases excavated thus far. The most important phase exhibits a temple plan with one

large room entered from one end of the long side. A monolithic stone &lfearor more

probably-an offering table stands near the center of this large roomny. Tt had a clay apron :

around it and a narrow trench or trough leading from this apron to a ceramic vessel em- ",

bedded into the white floor (see PDS 4.17 below). In this stratum, destroyed by fire,
several important objects were found, including a small mother-of-pearl inlay in the
shape of a vessel discovered in the debris close to the white floor (PDS 4.14). The
most important object from the debris was a small stone crouching lion statue (PDS
4.1-4). The lion was carved on all sides including the bottom (PDS 4.3). Its face and
hindquarters are partially destroyed. Lion figures from the middle of the third millen-
nium in southern Mesopotamia are highly stylized and some of this can be seen in the
Mozan lion, especially in the way the leg pattern reflects the outline of the hair pattern
emphasized by the smooth body between. However the major impression of the Mozan
lion is one of a more naturalistic rendering of the hair pattern, both on the head and on
the body. The eyes are deeply cut but it cannot be determined, because of the poor
preservation in this area, whether or not they would have originally been inlaid. Thus
the Mozan lion conveys the feeling that while the carving is rougher than usually found
in the south, there is an attempt at realism not characteristic of the southern examples.
Near this lion was part of- a ‘beautiful ceramic bowl made from a very fine and well
fired clay (PDS 4.18). In the next phase the temple plan was rearranged and a small
wall was built on top of the white floor just behind the stone which now probably
served as an altar.

Excavations have also been carried out in the immediate environs of the temple. To

the east, part of the destruction stratum was preserved, and below it was a street. In
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this area and just under the surface of the mound was found a portion of a bowl made
of obsidian (PDS 4.12-13). On the north side of the temple it appears that there were
small ephemeral structures with reed roofs located between the north temple wall, and a
street or pathway paved with sherds. In this area, just under the surface of the mound a
small, round top, double sided stele with a flat bottom was discovered (PDS 4.5-7). On
one side a herd of animals is depicted with the three animals preserved, all shown in
movement (PDS 4.11). On the opposite side a plowman with a dog(?) above him is
seen behind his draft animal. The man has a pointed beard and is wearing a short skirt
(PDS 4.10). The most striking feature of this side is the prominent diagonal line which
1s the basis of a forward push by the plowman (PDS 4.8-9).

In addition to the large number of metal weapons found in the temple, a small gold
bead was discovered embedded in the white gypsum floor of the main phase. of the
temple (PDS 4.15). Some objects from the temple can be identified as temple furniture.
Also embedded in the white floor was a low bowl with a wide flaring rim of which
PDS 4.17 is a similar example. This bowl was placed at the end of a trough which led
from the altar. The body of the bowl was inside this trough with its rim at the level of
the top of the white floor. From its stratigraphic position it then appears that it was a
receptacle for offerings (?) made in conjunction with the altar. A brazier (PDS 4.16),
with rectangular holes, had traces of burning both inside and out (the bottom is shown
here). It came from a shelf which also had a number of storage jars in a rebuilding
phase. Two seal impressions on sherds are shown here (PDS 4.19-29). One (PDS 4.19)
1s 1n a style similar to the door sealings found in the burnt deposit next to the city wall
(see Mozan 1 and PDSI). The second sealing (PDS 4.20) is crudely cut and is in the
so-called Piedmont Jemdat Nasr style. It shows dancing men and women.



9T Id ‘¥S-6¥1 03edD ‘Ly DOVS
40Dy [ UIIH 01 PAIUISAL{ UOND2IIALY) JUIIDUY Ul SADSST ‘"SP2 ‘SWRI]

-IM "g PU® pIRUOYT 'V , ‘UBZOIN woly 2Inid[nog wntuud[[UAl PIYL MaN V. 0661
uk[repy ‘nefeoong-Aqey

."0C ‘eorurejodosapy eodyjorqryg,, “suon
-BII[QNd BUSPU() NQI[BIN "SUOSDAS OM[ ISI1 Y1 fO SSUIpunos ayy [ unzoW {61
1Je[[200ng-A[[9Y UA[LIR]A pue 0131010) ‘Tie[j20ong

AHAVEOOI'TdId

£ (1661 2un() v SAL



4

PDS 4 (June 1991)

List of siides
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Lion from Temple BA; three-quarter view.

. Lion from Temple BA; profile.

. Lion from Temple BA; view of bottom.
. Lion from Temple BA; top view.

. Mozan stele; plowman side.

Mozan stele; herd side.
Mozan stele; view showing base.
Mozan stele; detail of plowman.

Mozan stele; detail of plowman.

. Mozan stele; detail of plowman.

. Mozan stele; detail of animal heads.

. Obsidian bowl; front view.

. Obsidian bowl; profile.

. Mother- of-pearl inlay in shape of vessel.
15.

Tiny gold bead.

. Ceramic brazier.

. Wide lipped ceramic bowl.
. Fine ceramic bowl.

. Seal impression on sherd.

. Seal impression on sherd.
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