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INTRODUCTION

The excavations in the Temple BA started with the first season in 1984 and con¬

tinued through the fifth season in 1988. A separate Photographic Data Set will cover

the stratigraphy of the temple in detail, therefore only a short summary will be given

here. We have excavated most of the plan down to the stratigraphic phase of the white

plastered floor but some/details remain to be completed. AVe are planning.-to do this-m-

the 1993 excavation season. The Temple is stone founded with three main stratigraphic

phases excavated thus far. The most important phase exhibits a temple plan with one

large room entered from one end of the long side. A monolithic stone altar -or-more • -j I
' '7 '"ÿ Uj ÿ
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probably an offering table stands near the center of this large roonY. It had a clay apron

around it and a narrow trench or trough leading from this apron to a ceramic vessel em-
ÿ

bedded into the white floor (see PDS 4.17 below). In this stratum, destroyed by fire,
several important objects were found, including a small mother-of-pearl inlay in the

shape of a vessel discovered in the debris close to the white floor (PDS 4.14). The

most important object from the debris was a small stone crouching lion statue (PDS

4.1-4). The lion was carved on all sides including the bottom (PDS 4.3). Its face and

hindquarters are partially destroyed. Lion figures from the middle of the third millen¬

nium in southern Mesopotamia are highly stylized and some of this can be seen in the

Mozan lion, especially in the way the leg pattern reflects the outline of the hair pattern

emphasized by the smooth body between. However the major impression of the Mozan

lion is one of a more naturalistic rendering of the hair pattern, both on the head and on

the body. The eyes are deeply cut but it cannot be determined, because of the poor

preservation in this area, whether or not they would have originally been inlaid. Thus

the Mozan lion conveys the feeling that while the carving is rougher than usually found

in the south, there is an attempt at realism not characteristic of the southern examples.

Near this lion was part of a beautiful ceramic bowl made from a very fine and well

fired clay (PDS 4.18). In the next phase the temple plan was rearranged and a small

wall was built on top of the white floor just behind the stone which now probably

served as an altar.

Excavations have also been carried out in the immediate environs of the temple. To

the east, part of the destruction stratum was preserved, and below it was a street. In
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