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2 G.Buccellati and M.Kelly-Buccellati

Guy Bunnens and Arlette Roobaert Bunnens exposed the remains of a city wall
(Area K) which rings the High Mound, also dated in the mid and late third millen¬
nium (PDS 1.5-6). On the Western slope of the tell, William R. Shelby, with the as¬
sistance of Hamido Hammade, opened a small exposure (Area Q, not documented
inPDS 1),which gave evidence of early second millennium occupation, presumably
on top of the remains of the same city wall identified in Area K. The results of the
survey in the Outer City, conducted by J. Thompson Miragliuolo (not illustraed
here, except for the location of the work done during the first season inPDS 1.2), in¬
dicated that the Outer City also saw an almost total prevalence of third millennium
occupation.

The most interesting object finds were made in Area K, where a thick burnt
deposit overlayed a glacis which sloped downwards, presumably towards the ancient
bed of the moat. The seal impressions on door sealings are illustrated here inPDS
1.11-15; the metals in PDS 1.20; and a beautiful small horse figurine head in PDS
1.19. The eye socket of a statue (PDS 1.10) was found inthe temple.

Third millennium ceramics from Area K are illustrated here with examples
from the city wall (PDS 1.16-18), while Khabur ware is illustrated by a jar (PDS 1.9)
found in an early second millennium stratum which overlayed the remmains of the
third millenniumtemple inArea B.

The field photographs were taken by G. Buccellati (PDS 1, 4-5.7-8.11.13-15), G.
Bunnens (PDS 1, 6.9-10.12.16.18-20), and Louise A. Hitchcock (17). The aerial
photo PDS 1.3 was taken by an amateur photographer from a low flying airplane.

A full report on the work done during the first two seasons has been published
ÿasÿBuccellati and Kelly-Buccellati 1988 (abbreviated as Mozan 1), to which PDS 1

serves as a companion slide set. See the following bibliography for a full reference
to this and other pertinent publications.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Buccellati, Giorgio and MarilynKelly-Buccellati
1988 Mozan 1. The Soundings of the First Two Seasons Malibu: Undena Publica¬
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Beyer Williams. Studies inAncient Oriental Civilization No. 47. pp. 149-
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1990 "Three Seasons of Excavation at Tell Mozan," in Seyyare Eichler, Marcus
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COMMENTARY

Note. Numbers insquare brackets are the archival numbers of the Mozanphoto ar¬

chive. Individual items that have been published in Mozan 1are identified by the
pertinent Mlnumber; other items are identified by their field number (e.g. K1.16).

1.Map of the Khabur area, with major routes.

[*S137]

Relief is shown with contour lines of 500
meters (yellow) and 1000 meters (brown).
Other sites excavated by IIMAS expeditions
(Terqa and Qraya, at the mouth of the
Khabur) are shown in red. Major routes af¬
fecting Mozan run to the South along the
Khabur, to the North across the Tur-Abdin at
the Mardin pass and East-West along the
Khabur plains. To the North, Mozan is linked
via the Mardin pass to the East-West route
along the upper Tigris, which leads to the
mines of Ergani. For a discussion see Mozan
1, 37f; the same map is given as Fig. 2.



4 G. Buccellati andM.Kelly-Buccellati

2, Site plan of Mozan.

[*S102]

The High Mound is shown inwhite at the cen¬
ter, with contour lines marking its height of
about 25 ms. above plain level, and the two
major excavation areas of the first soundings,
B on the top, and K in the east. The Outer
City is shown inbrown, with the areas of sur¬
face collection marked by black dots, and the
major features with blue dots (02 is a sound¬
ing, and OS a well; note that the lablels 02
and 03 are now replaced by the labels Os2
and Os3 respectively, with the abbreviation
standing for Outer City, Special Sounding);
the surface collection in the Outer City has
been carried out only in the eastern portions.
The shaded area represents the most visible
part of the outer rise. On the topography of
the High Mound, see Mozan 1, 47f; on the
Outer City survey, see pp. 49-56.

3. Aerial view of site.

[] - Far shot, lookingwest

Oblique overhead, with the High Mound in
the cepter, the entrie area of the Outer City,
and surrounding fields. Area K shows at the
base of the High Mound, on the side facing
the viewer; Area B shows on the top of the
mound, to the right of the large central square
(an area used as a soccer field by the vil¬
lagers); the perimeter of the Outer City shows
on the right through the disruption of the field
patterns. The width along the horizontal axis
is of about 1.5 miles. The modern village of
Mozan is visible in center right, behind the
High Mound. For similar views see Mozan 1,
Illustr. 2-4.

[
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4. Profile of site*

[MZ1C0112]

Viewed from the North, from a short distance
south of the main road Qamishli-Amouda,
about 500 ms. away from the tell. The photo
was taken in October, and the fields are
plowed. To the right of the main mound, the
village of Mozan is noticeable, marking the
western edge of the Outer City. Notice also
the trees on the western slope of the mound.

5. The city wall inArea K.

[MZ1C0613] - Area K, latter part of third
millennium.

The brickwork reaches almost to the top of
the mound, where work was conducted inK2
during the second season, not shown here (the
person at the top is Mr. Hamido Hammade,
representative of the Directorate General of
Antiquities and Museums). The excavation at
the base is Locus A: the person there is stand¬
ing on the top of the glacis (not visible here.)
On Area K, see Mozan 1, 61-64; Buccellati
1990, 122-24.

6. Detail of brickwork of the city wall.

[MZ1C0527] - Area K, latter part of third
millennium.

The coursing shows clearly, with different
colors. In the lower right the edge of Locus A
is visible. On details of the brickwork in the

ÿ city wall see Mozan 1, 62.
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7. Overhead view of stone building inArea B.

[MZ2C0534] - Area B, latter part of third
millennium.

The stone ramp is visible on the right and the
beginnings of the stone foundations in the
center. The photo was taken at midpoint dur¬
ing the second season, before excavations in
this unit were completed. Note the stones of
the rest of the building appearing just below
the sod on the left. On the stone building in
Area B, see Mozan 1, 59-61. For more in¬
formation derived from subsequent excava¬
tions inwhat is now caleld Temple BA, see
Buccellati and Kelly-Buccellati, 1990a, 4f, and
b, pp. 20-22; Kelly-Buccellati, 1989 and 1990,
125-29.

8. Detail of stone foundations.

[MZ1C2734] - Area B, latter part of third
millennium.

Looking south along the main outer line of
the building, the photo shows clearly the
alignment of the stones in two separate rows.
Excavationunit B2 is visible beyond the baulk
on the right. On the detail of the stone foun¬
dations see Mozan 1, 59 and Illustr. 9.

9. Khabur ware vessel.

[MZ2C1722] - Ml 82. Area B, early second
millennium.

This painted Khabur ware jar represents a
common ceramic type for the Khabur area
and is dated to about 1800 B.C. It came from
just under the surface in Area Bl, in a
destruction layer immediately above the stone
building of the late third millennium. On the
stratigraphic position, see Mozan p. 61; for a
drawing see Fig. 26, and for a black-and-white
photograph see Illustr. 23.

ÿ
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10. Eye socket of statue.

[MZ1C0806] - Ml210. Area B, latter part of
third millennium.

This life-size fragment of a statue was found
on top of the stone foundations in Area B.
Traces of bitumen are clearly visible in the
central cavity, which would have held the
pupil inplace. Because of the obvious connec¬
tion with the typology of statues of the late
third millennium, this fragment is one of the
few clues we have about a possible religious
function of the building. The same view is
found inMozan 1, Illustr. 20 (referred to on
pp. 61an 81).

11.Assemblage of door sealings.

[MZ2C2218] - Area K, mid third millen¬
nium.

This is the collection of door sealings with
well preserved shape and design. For an iden¬
tification of each individual piece see Mozan
1, Illustr. 24; see pp. 67-81, and Kelly-
Buccellati 1990, 124f, for an overall discussion
of the seal impressions.

12.Three major components of door sealings.

[MZ2C1728] - Ml 182, Ml 169, K1.16. Area
K,mid third millennium.

The piece on the left (Ml 182) shows the full
conical shape of the door sealing, with the
seal impression on the exterior. Door sealings
are only found in this half conical shape be¬
cause they only covered a portion of the peg.
On the lower right (Ml 169) one sees the flat
impressionwhich the wood of the door panel
had left on the sealing (note the slight ridge
on the left which curled around the edge of
the wood panel). On the upper right (K1.16,

r
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Mozan 1, 69f) one sees the impression of
three rope strands on the interior of the seal¬
ing. For detals of the procedure used in affix¬
ing door sealings, see Mozan 1, 68f, and the
suggested reconstruction on Fig. 18.

13. Detail of the interior portion of a door sealing.

[MZ2C2132] - Ml 169. Area K, mid third
millennium.

Clearly visible are both the three parallel rope
strands and the impression of the peg on
which the door sealing was placed. This seal is
discussed in detail inMozan 1, p. 71; see also
Fig. 33 and Illustr. 33-35.

14. Seal impression: snake coil and quadruped.

[MZ2C2131] - Ml 171. Area K, mid third
millennium.

The patterned shape of the snake is charac¬
teristic of Mesopotamian seals of the ED II
and ED IIIperiod, but the arrangement is dif¬
ferent from other known examples. Note the
head of the snake reaching out in the lower
left toward the raised left paw of the quadru¬
ped, whose head is jerked back as if in
response to the snake's attack. For a detailed
iconographic description see Mozan 1, 72.

15. Seal impressionwith hero and animal.

[MZ2C2136] - Ml 174. Area K, mid third
millennium.

A skirted "hero" stands behind an animal
holding a stick with a bag (?) hanging down
from it. Inhis other hand he is grasping a styl¬
izedplant. See Mozan 1,73.
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10 G.Buccellati and M.Kelly-Buccellati

( 1

INDEX BY PUBLICATIONOR FIELD NUMBERS

K1.16
Kl.q38

Ml82
Ml 169
Ml 169
Ml 171
Ml 174
Ml 182
Ml202
Ml203
Ml204
Ml209
Ml210

PDS 112
PDS 117

PDS 19
PDS 112
PDS 113
PDS 114
PDS 115
PDS 112
PDS 120
PDS 120
PDS 120
PDS 119
PDS 110
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