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THE CERAMICS OF URKESH: 
STATISTICS FOR A BROWSER EDITION 

An important goal of the Mozanl'rkesh Archaeological Project has been the development 
of an all-encompassing system that builds up the record as an incremental whole, in such 
a way that the record itself becomes the embodiment of the final publication. The digital 
dimension is inscribed in the record from the moment an observation is first made in the field, 
and it governs every successive moment. The result is a real-time link between the very first 
observation of stratigraphic/typological attributes and the final online publication. Each daily 
input, as done in the field, acquires an immediate published status, against which the ongoing 
strategy of excavation can accurately measure itself. 

The success of such a properly digital archaeological analysis depends on the rigor and 
coherence of the pertinent theoretical presuppositions. They constitute a closed "grammatical" 
system whereby each element is endowed, implicitly, with multiple tags. The application of 
programs makes explicit the full web of paradigmatic connections that these tags imply, and 
it automatically creates the final presentation, which is fully hyperlinked. Each time a program 
is run, it updates the very same presentation that constitutes the core of the final publication. 
The minutest detail is thus immediately accessible and is at the same time embedded in a 
variety of synthetic tabulations. 

In so doing, we seek to achieve the two complementary goals of a rigorous preservation of 
every single atomistic observation on the one hand, and, on the other, to construct a meaninghl 
and intuitive framework within which all the observations cohere. This gives the user a way 
of seeing the final product not from the top down, as is the case with standard narratives. 
Rather, each element is embedded in an ever widening context where the element itself is 
at the same time a focal point and a link to a myriad other focal points. The structure of the 
Urkesh Global Record allows for an indefinite expansion of attribute categories, especially 
in the typological realm. The amount of descriptive detail is unlimited, and yet the resulting 
picture is always transparent and coherent. The data are instantly integrated within the system 
by means of a powerful intra-site network that links all the computers operating in the ex- 
pedition house. The result is that the archaeologist can analyze the data and modify or nuance 
the excavation strategy daily, while in the field, resulting in an approach that supports the 
archaeologist's intuition with clearly quantified information. 

While the Global Record is the sum total of all observations conceived atomistically, the Brows- 
er Edition is the framework that provides integration among all component parts and functionality 
in the use of the data. It is intrinsically interactive, meaning that its 6111 potential can only be real- 
ized online. A goal of the system is to let an overall narrative emerge of its own volition, as it were, 
out of the seemingly disparate congeries of data. An additional narrative overlay is woven into the 
system, in such a way that linear and non-linear dimensions are fused hannoniously into a coherent 
whole. In such a close interaction between attribute analysis and narrative overlay lies the pro- 
found difference between our system and any other database type of approach. While a database is 
a static repository that does not develop an argument and that can only be consulted, the Browser 
Edition is a dynamic whole that proposes arguments and can properly be "studied. This is then an 
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altogether different model of archaeological publication, which is not only electronic because of 
the medium in which it appears, but is properly digital because of its conceptual dimension. 

In the present article, we wish to illustrate the way in which ceramic analysis is integrated 
into this system, with particular regard to the sherd inventory. Given the large quantities 
involved, statistical conclusions are significant. What the system makes possible, is the seani- 
less and instant integration of typological attributes with the complete details of the full strati- 
graphic setting. This results in comprehensive overviews, one of which will be highlighted 
here, the frequencies. Finally, we will offer an example of how the system can properly be 
"studied" in view of substantive results. 

The beginnings of the system go back to our years in Terqa, when our fhendship with Hartmut 
Kiihne first started. On the occasion of some of his visits, in the late 70's, we had the opportunity 
to show him our first attempts in this direction, and it is now with fondness that we think back 
to those early encounters, as we dedicate to him the publication of some of the results. 

An important feature of the system is the ease with which one can move from the higher syn- 
theses to the single constituents, and vice versa. The documentary value is to be found in the 
minute, atomistic detail, while the conclusions, and the argument that can be built on them, is 
to be found in the overarching picture that includes tallies and frequencies. We will illustrate 
this with reference to a single sherd, tracing some of the many connections that are developed, 
automatically, on the basis of the attributes inscribed in the initial categorization of the sherd. 

Fig. 1 shows the main page for a particular sherd. The full stratigraphic information is 
given for the pottery lot which subsumes all the other sherds contained in it. It is not illus- 
trated here, but by clicking on the first entry (q582) one will see a list of all the other sherds 
in the lot, the coordinates which define the emplacement spot of the lot, and the feature where 
it belongs. Following the drawing and the reference to the stratum and phase to which the lot 
(hence the sherd) belongs, one will find a typological description, which is based oil 23 typo- 
logical attributes that define standard categories and are subsumed under categories such as 
ware and ware variation, shape, decoration, quantity, measure. All entries that are underlined 
are automatically hyperlinked, so that one may follow independent lines of argument - with 
the opportunity to check, at each step, the pertinent documentary basis. 

We illustrate here one such example. By clicking on "Descriptive: Warelmaterial" a screen 
will appear as shown in Fig. 2: Here the photo of the section of one or more sherds of that 
ware will be found, with a detailed verbal description of the ware itself. Note that in the lower 
portion of the right hand side column a complete list of all the sherds belonging to this ware 
is given, including of course the one here under discussion. The grand total of sherds of this 
ware for this particular excavation unit is given at the bottom. The "elements" are the entities 
defined stratigraphically, that is the lots (for a total of 5,322), the components are the sherds 
of this ware contained in the lots (for a total of 34,787)' These high numbers are even more 
significant if one considers that they pertain to just a single excavation unit - this particular 
one (A16) consisting of eight 5 x 5 squares, excavated to a median depth of three meters. 

1 For any one unit all the sherds are analyzed, including the body sherds. Typically the shape sherds 
comprise between 5% and 15% of the total. 
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Analogous results are available for the other attributes. Significantly, one may construe any 
cluster of attributes that seems significant, e.g., combining wares with other typological 
features (such as shape), or linking typological and stratigraphic attributes, e.g. single strata 
or distinct functional areas (such as floor accumulations, rooms, burials - see below for this 
type of analysis). The easiest representation of these clusters is by means of tabulations that 
sort in decreasing order of frequency given constellations of attributes. It is important to note 
that these frequencies are updated automatically each time a new element, however minimal, 
is added. Here we will illustrate some broad range frequencies for objects and ceramics from 
the same unit A16. 

Single attribute 

The simplest frequency is found with a single attribute. Thus Fig. 3 gives the frequencies of 
object deJinitions (excluding sherds), Fig. 4 gives the frequencies for ceramic wares (with a 
grand total of 6 1,082), and Fig. 5 gives the frequencies for overall vessel shapes (with a grand 
total of 5,446 - the totals for shape sherds are obviously smaller than for body sherds). It 
appears that the Chaff Tempered ware (totaling 34,787 sherds, as we already saw in Fig. 2), 
is by far the most common, more than four times as common as the next ware (Fine Chaff, 
totaling 7,670). Jars and bowls together, in turn, constitute almost 75% of the inventory. It 
must be stressed that here, as in every other case, one can reach the lowest level of the 
individual element by clicking on the individual categories and then on the desired element 
listed in the lower part of the right hand side column (as in Fig. 1 and 2). 

Multiple attributes 

More complex frequencies are found when the parameters chosen reflect multiple attributes. 
The first example (Fig. 6) sorts vessel shapes by the two categories which we call "family7' 
(e.g., jar, bowl, etc.) and "sub-family" (e.g., necked, whole mouth, etc.). The next example 
(Fig. 7) adds the "type," which is a number referring to a drawing showing a particular pro- 
file, e.g., of a particular necked jar or a particular deep bowl. As more attributes are added, 
the totals decrease: The highest percentage for familylsub-family is 34%, but the highest 
percentage when one adds a type is only 5%. 

An important difference between a database and the Global Record is that the former is a 
static juxtaposition of ordered data, while the latter develops an argument by, among other 
things, rearranging data according to chosen parameters. Hence it is that a database can only 
properly be "consulted" in order to construct an argument, whereas the Global Record can 
properly be "studied" in the sense that data are so arranged to suit an argument, in a non- 
linear fashion. ~rk~uencies  are a preliminary step in this direction. Correlations are a next 
step: they are comparisons of frequencies, in particular, complex frequencies with multiple 
and heterogeneous attributes. They are also generated automatically, each time the record is 
updated, according to certain preset parameters (which can be changed as the need arises). 
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Our policy is to analyze all sherds, except in most cases, those from topsoil layers, of 
which we retain only those that are typologically distinctive. For any excavation unit the 
totals range between 30,000 and 60,000 sherds. Our totals are high because we analyze the 
body sherds as well as the shape sherds. In most features the shape sherds are between 5-1 5% 
of the total. Here are the pertinent figures for unit A 16: 

1 total vessels and sherds 

total vessels and shape sherds 

- 

It is important that the categorization system be site-wide and, even more importantly, that 
the analyses cover all chronological periods, in order to account for both the primary and 
secondary deposition of the ceramics. The secondary deposition of ceramics occurs often; 
earlier sherds are brought up into later strata through a variety of mechanisms including the 
digging of pits, burials, drainage systems, etc. and production activities such as the construction 
of pit kilns and holding tanks associated with pottery making. In addition the mixture can come 
from a single event or may be the result of a number of different events mixed accidentally. 
In all types of secondary deposition these arbitrarily stratified sherds are mixed with later 
ceramics contemporary with the stratum being excavated. More recently, it has become clear 
that two other important factors are influential in secondary depositions. 1) Ceramics from 
earlier periods can be retained out of an "antiquarian" interest in the past. While this is not 
an important factor statistically, its occurrence may skew thinking about the chronological 
placement of specific features. 2) Another influential factor, more prevalent statistically, is 
the imitation of previously made pottery that had already gone out of style or pottery not pro- 
duced locally. The imitation can include both wares and ~hapes .~  The emphasis on a unique 
system for analyzing all chronological periods in Mozan stresses the fact of the continuity 
of the potting tradition in Urkesh. Continuity in craft production is one of the conspicuous 
aspects of the material culture found at the site from the very beginning of the third millen- 
nium until the end of its occupation in the mid second millennium. Within the urban tradition 
of Urkesh we do not have a sharp break in the material culture even though we know from 
the historical record that outside influences were present. Another factor contributing to the 
continuity in the material culture is the fact that at this point there is no evidence for phases of 
abandonment. Even when new ways of decorating the local pottery appear, as in the Khabur 
period when pottery has painted decoration, ware types remain essentially the same. While 
the exterior has a different appearance because of the simple geometric painted designs, the 
wares continue to be made in a similar way.4 

2 This number,reflects sherds that have been included in the total count for ware, but are still being 
studied with regard to the shape, which is unclear. 

3 These data were presented (by M. K.-B.) in a panel on apprenticeship at the annual meeting of 
the Society for American Archaeology in 2005. An expanded article 011 the same topic "Appren- 
ticeship and Learning from the Ancestors: The Case of Ancient Urkesh", will be published in a 
volume on apprenticeship edited by Willeke Wendrich. 

4 Khabur painted designs are applied to a variety of ware types so that the term "Khabur ware", 
though in common use, is not properly correct. 
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Comparisons between two units (A16 andAA) 

We will consider the same data from A 16 that have already been illustrated above, and compare 
them with a sample from strata in the Palace Area AA, with a view towards drawing from 
the statistics some conclusion with regard to function. We have already noted that the most 
prevalent ware in A16 (out of a total of 61,082 vessels and sherds) is the one called in our 
system C-H for chaff tempered. This is a relatively coarse ware and represents 58% of the 
total. If we compare this with the AA sample5 we can see that the A16 percentage matches 
the highest percentage found in the Palace Area as a whole, since percentages there range 
from 39% to 57%. 

Fine chaff (FC) ware is made of the same clay as CH, but the vessels produced are smaller 
and thinner walled and have fewer inclusions. In the A16 sample, FC is 13% while in the AA 
area it ranges from 11% to 20%. In later strata, the types of vessels previously produced in 
CH are now also produced in another ware, namely RC, a ware made from iron rich clay with 
many calcite inclusions. In area A16 this represents 7% of the ceramics when the sub-types 
are included. Pebble tempered ware (P) is the main cooking ware represented in the excava- 
tions. In A16 7% of the sherds are of this ware; in area AA from 8% to 3% were Pebble 
Tempered ware suggesting that in neither context was cooking a primary a ~ t i v i t y . ~  

Comparisons among shapes within the same unit (A16) 

Now that the general patterns of distribution of wares in A1 6 and AA have been presented, 
it is interesting to look more closely at the vessel shapes in the A16 dataset (with a total of 
5,446 vessels and sherds). Jars and jar shoulders are the largest part of the sample at 50%. 
This appears to indicate that short to long term storage was more important in the contexts 
represented by these data than serving and eating of food which would be generally repre- 
sented by small and medium bowls (32%) and drinking cups (1 1%). As we have seen above, 
cooking was represented in the sample but not heavily. 

Among the jars (totaling 2,252 vessels and sherds), the most common are necked jars at 
23%. Since the jars are made of clay which is heavily tempered (mostly CH ware), they are 
heavy to hold even empty. But their necked shape makes them easier to pour; while they are 
usually of a size requiring that they be held with both hands, their contents could be accessed 
either by tilting them while on their base or one hand could support the base while the other 
would steady the neck and more easily guide the outflow of the contents. Hole mouth jars 
tend to be larger and represent 12% of the A16 sample. However, few are so large that they 
could not, with some difficulty, be moved when empty. In looking more closely at the bowls, 
the deep bowls are 9% of the sample; these too must be used for short and medium term storage; 
many of the straight-sided bowls (3%) also could also be used for the same purpose. 

Among the more open shapes such as bowls (for a total of 1,732 vessels and sherds), 
carinated bowls (1 1%) and round sided bowls (8%) are the most common. They are well 
adapted for serving and eating. 

5 Buccellati/Kelly-Buccellati 2000: 171 - 18 1. 
6 There may be a number of explanations for this fact but in most cases cooking vessels are not a 

large portion even of features identified as cooking areas. It appears that households did not pos- 
sess large numbers of cooking vessels and that most households would have had a single cooking 
pot at any one time. 



320 Giorgio Buccellati and Marilyn Kelly-Buccellati 

Bases of both jars and bowls are generally flat (30% including all categories of flat base) 
while the remaining bases are distributed in the categories of ring and disk bases; only eight 
sherds of rounded bases were found. 

We can conclude, from this general overview of the A16 wares and shapes, that the area 
in all the time periods excavated tended toward activities connected with long, medium and 
short term storage and not toward either serving and eating or cooking. 

Comparisons between different accumulations in A16 

Of further interest are the specific floor accumulation patterns. The ceramics found on the 
A16 paved palace courtyard were few. This was most probably due to the constant cleaning 
of the paving stones rather than any indication of activities in the area. But if we consider 
typological aspects of ceramics in other features, some interesting patterns appear. While not 
definitive, they do help us to focus on the possibilities of the system. From various types of 
A16 accumulations resting on floors we analyzed over 16,000 sherds, in addition various types of 
fills yielded over 14,000 ceramics and different layers gave almost 20,000 sherds.' Naturally, 
as in the case of the vessel typology, when the data set is further divided the numbers 
become smaller. But even with these smaller saniples some patterns emerge. This is the case, 
for instance, when a question is asked regarding the ceramics in the contexts determined as 
"accumulation type A". This type of accumulation is defined in the Urkesh Global Record 
as "occupation in~n~ediately above a floor surface", so it is generally encon~passed in the 
concept of a "living floor". In A16 there are five (f50, f64, f81, fl23, fl26) of these identified 
in Phase Sc, dating to the Khabur period. One of these accumulations (f64) contained only 
body sherds (Fig. 8a). When the shape sherds of the other four features are examined, while 
the numbers of examples are small, the resulting distributional patterns are interesting (Fig. 8b). 
Features f81 and f126 are accumulations above a floor in an outdoor area that contained a 
tannur and a broken cooking pot. Both features included a high percentage of jars (13% and 
15% respectively) when all the diagnostic sherds are coi~sidered.~ Feature 123 is located in 
a different outdoor area but also contained 13% jar  shape^.^ In this case the outdoor area is 
located just outside an eroded burial (al). However, when the accumulation A above the floor 
inside this burial (f50) is analyzed, then we find only 4% jar sherds.1° Based on these patterns 
a suggestion can be made: that the outdoor food preparation areas in Phase 5c included a 
large number of jars and that there was a similar pattern outside the eroded tomb, a l .  

If the numbers and types of diagnostic sherds from Phase 5c found in accumulations type 
A are compared to the shape sherds stratified in other types of deposits with a higher volume 
but dating to the same phase, a different distribution pattern can be observed. For example, 
feature fS4 (Fig. 8c) was part of the collapsed walls mixed with sherds in this phase; it con- 
tained a high number of ceramics (1,720 sherds of which there are 144 shape sherds). In this 

7 A layer is defined in the Urkesh Global Record as a "horizontal deposit with sharp lower and up- 
per boundaries". 

8 The percentages are based on the total number of shape sherds in the feature. Feature 8 1 contained 
18 jar sherds while feature 126 had six jar rims and jar shoulders. 

9 This feature had 46 jar and jar shoulder sherds. 
10 An accumulation A in a burial may have resulted from a use during the preparation of the tomb and 

in this case the accumulation may have spread more widely as a result of the erosion of the tomb. 
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fill only 6% are jars with few bowls and cups. An accumulation type B,ll f24, has a high 
number of sherds (465 total sherds including 23 shape sherds) and it too contained only 4% 
jar sherds again with few bowls and other vessels (Fig. 8d). 

Even though the numbers are small the patterns observed can suggest other lines of 
reasoning in looking at A1 6 or other areas of the excavation. For instance, the outdoor cooking 
areas from other parts of the excavations can be compared with those discussed here which 
may generate hypotheses on how the food preparation locations hnctioned in detail. With the 
total data analyzed and available in a variety of formats through the Urkesh Global Record, a 
large number of questions can be asked of the data and then researched very quickly. 

The Urkesh Global Record is so designed as to allow an organizational flow that maximizes 
the usehlness of the countless observations made during the process of excavation itself, 
and then during the follow-up analysis of the material. A significant problem inherent in the 
process from which the archaeological record typically emerges, is in fact organizational. 
Traditionally, much time is spent in cataloguing and ordering data that have been collected 
long before, and from that ordering one then derives a variety of sorts and constructs a final 
argument. With the Global Record, the ordering, and the consequent argument, are built into 
the very moment of the initial observation. It is in this respect that the system affords an 
immeasurable saving of time: It does not reduce the time needed for the initial observation, 
but it cuts out all the intervening time that impacts so heavily on the publication progress. 
In other words, the Urkesh Global Record carries the data from a simple and easily learned 
input, automatically and thus instantly, to a constantly updated browser edition. 

Besides this practical advantage, two important conceptual consequences must be high- 
lighted. The first is that such a consolidation of the initial observations is the best guarantee 
we have for achieving a higher degree of objectivity. There is no filtering of the initial 
observations, no replacing of these observations with mere memory (memory is present in 
the Global Record, but it is earmarked as such through the constant presence of the date when 
the individual entry is made). 

The second conceptual consequence is the impact that the system has on strategy. As the 
record is built up, decisions about the progress of the excavation are well informed rather than 
impressionistic. In fact, the record that is available in its final shape to the outside scholar is 
the same that is available, incrementally, to the excavator. 

Thus the Urkesh Global Record provides an altogether distinctive type of archaeological 
publication, an alternative to the traditional final report. It is a uniquely digital enterprise, 
not just in the sense that it is available through the electronic medium (as for other archaeo- 
logical publications, whether as PDF files or as databases), but in the specific sense that it is 
born digital and can effectively be used only online.12 We have illustrated here a few of its 
characteristics as they pertain to ceramic analysis, but clearly its merits extend to all aspects 

11 A type B accumulation is defined as an accumulation above another accumulation, without dis- 
tinct floor surface underneath, but well defined in terms of layering of the matrix and distribution 
of inclusions. 

12 It is found at the address www.urkesh.org (3 1.1.2008) under Record. Currently still in develop- 
ment and open only to the staff, the site will be open for free general access in the near future. 
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of stratigraphic and typological analysis. As we expand our publication effort to include old 
excavation units, and as we strive to publish new excavations within months of the conclu- 
sion of field work, we trust that the practical usefulness, and the conceptual significance, of 
the system may be appreciated to its full extent. 

Buccellati, G./M. Kelly-Buccellati 
2000 The Royal Palace of Urkesh. Report on the 12" Season at Tell Mozanmrkesh: 

Excavations in Area AA, June-October 1999, Mitteilungen der Deutschen Orient- 
Gesellschaft zu Berlin 132, 17 1-1 8 1. 

13 For a bibliography of the Urkesh project, with most titles available in digital fonnat, please see 
our website www.urkesh.org. 
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Am 21. Juli 2008 hat Hartmut Kuhne seinen 65. Geburtstag gefeiert. Mit den ,,Fundstellen" 
ist zu diesem Anlass eine Festschrift entstanden, deren Titel in vieldeutiger Weise die 
enge Verbundenheit des Jubilars mit seiner Wissenschaft, der Archaologie, zum Ausdruck 
bringt. Die Wertschatzung, die Hartmut Kuhne von seinen Freunden und Kollegen entge- 
gengebracht wird, hat Seite um Seite gefullt und einen Bilderbogen archaologischer und 
historischer ,,Fundstellen" ergeben, in denen sich das Lebenswerk Hartmut Kuhnes wider- 
spiegelt: Eine Kulturwissenschaft von Gr~ind auf. 

Die ,,FundstelleN, definiert Hartmut Kuhne im Leitfaden der Ausgrabung Tall SEb Hamad, 
,,kt die kleinste archaologische Einheit". Die Faszination, die von der Entdeckung dieser 
kleinsten Einheit ausgeht, hangt mit der Einmaligkeit des Ereignisses zusammen, das ihr 
vorausgeht. Hartmut Kiihne hat uns vie1 von der Faszination der Archaologie in Vorder- 
asien vermittelt, aber auch den Anstrengungen, die es zu deren produktiven Verwirklichung 
braucht. Wie viele Fundstellen er und seine Mitarbeiter seit Beginn der Ausgrabungen am 
Tall SEb Hamad 1978 erfasst hat, lasst sich nur erahnen. Am Hohepunkt eines langen und 
intensiven Schaffensdrangs durfen wir davon vieln~ehr das Sahnehaubchen abschopfen: den 
archaologischen Befund in seiner kulturhistorischen Dimension. 

Seit seinem Studium ist Hartmut Kuhne in besonderer Weise mit dem Universitatsstandort 
Berlin verbunden geblieben. An der Freien Universitat hat er 1972 sein Studium der Facher 
Vorderasiatische Altertumskunde, Altorientalislik, Klassische Archaologie Kleinasiens, Ira- 
nistik und Alte Geschichte mit der Promotion zum Dr. phil. abgeschlossen. Seine Dissertati- 
on iiber ,,Die Keramik von Tell Chuera und ihre Beziehungen zu Funden aus Syrien-Palastina, 
der Turkei und dem Iraq" (publiziert 1976) war zugleich die letzte von dem Urvater der 
Vorderasiatischen Altertumskunde in Deutschland, Anton Moortgat, betreute Qualifikations- 
schrift. Fur Hartmut Kuhne eroffneten sich danach neue Forschungsperspektiven, die ihn 
zunachst als Mitarbeiter des ,,Tubinger Atlas des Vorderen Orients" und an der Seite von 
Wolfgang Rollig an den Unteren Hiibiir nach Syrien fuhrten. Dort stielj er gleich zu Beginn 
eines Geschichte schreibenden Surveys 1975 auf den Tall Seh Hamad, der zeitlebens seine 
archaologische Leidenschaft bleiben sollte. 

Gluckliche Umstande fiihrten friihzeitig zur Identifizierung dieses Ortes mit der aus assy- 
rischen Keilschrifttexten bereits bekannten, aber noch nicht lokalisierten assyrischen Stadt 
Diir-Katlimmu. Als die Ausgrabungen 1978 begannen, war noch nicht abzusehen, dass sie 
zu einem uberaus erfolgreichen Dauerbrenner der Archaologie in Syrien werden sollten. Als 
aber 2006 das Jubilaum der 27. Kampagne gefeiert wurde, war langst klar geworden, dass 
unsere Kenntnisse iiber die Assyrer im Westen im erheblichen Malje den Ergebnissen dieser 
Ausgrabung zu verdanken sind. 

Durch seine Erfolge in den Ausgrabungen am Tall Seb Hamad hat sich Hartmut Kuhne 
groljes internationales Ansehen erworben, so besonders in Syrien, wo seiner Person als Wis- 
senschaftler wie auch als Mensch eine grolje Wertschatzung entgegengebracht wird. Die 
Anerkennung reicht aber genauso in das Feld der Lehre. 

Seit 1980 ist Harhnut Kiihne Professor fir Vorderasiatische Altertumskunde (Archaologie) an 
der Freien Universitiit. In der Lebendigkeit und Breite seiner Untenveisung, in seiner Bereitschaft 
zur Forderung und Anerkennung aller, die sich unter seiner Fittiche begaben, gedieh eine game 
Generation von Schulerinnen und Schulem - und mit ihnen die Vorderasiatische Archaologie. 



XI1 Vonvort der Herausgeber 

Die fruchtbare Verbindung von Lehre und Forschung gehort zu den besonderen Marken- 
zeichen des Jubilars. Nicht allein dass ungezahlte Studentinnen und Studenten an den Ausgra- 
bungen in TSH teilnehmen durften, auch in Berlin werden sie und die zahlreichen Projektmi- 
tarbeiter mit der Forschungspraxis intensiv vertraut gemacht. Die Zusammenarbeit auf dem 
Gebiet forschungsorientierter Lehre erstreckt sich zudem auf das Carsten Niehbur-Institut in 
Kopenhagen und die Ege-Universiat in Izmir. Hier wie auch anderswo hat Hartmut Kuhne 
einen internationalen Austausch initiiert, von dem Studierende und Dozenten beider Seiten 
nachhaltig profitieren. Sein aufierordentliches organisatorisches Geschick hat er nicht zlrletzt 
dadurch bewiesen, dass er 2004 den Groljkongress der 4. ICAANE nach Berlin holte. 

Von Syrien uber den Libanon bis in die Tiirkei hat Hartmut Kuhne verschiedene und hau- 
fig interdisziplinae Wege zur Rekonstruktion vergangener Kulturen und Lebenswelten auf- 
gezeigt. Dabei ist ihm die so penibel betriebene Archaologie nie ein Mittel zum Selbstzweck 
geblieben. Auch die Definition einer Fundstelle steht bei ihm nur am Anfang einer Methode, 
deren erklartes Ziel die Aufdeckung der Vergangenheit bleibt. Dass Ausgraben zugleich eine 
Verpflichtung ist, das Vergangene kollektiv zu bewahren, hat Hartmut Kiihne nicht zuletzt 
durch seinen Einsatz fiir die Einrichtung des Museums in Deir ez-Zor unterstrichen. In guter 
altorientalischer Tradition hat er sich damit selbst ein Denkmal gesetzt. Die Zuh~nft  beginnt 
dort, wo sie mit der eigenen Vergangenheit lebt, mag hierauf als Maxime eines Forschers 
geschrieben stehen, der f i r  sich genauso wie der anderen Grofies geleistet hat. 

Die Freunde und Kollegen wunschen dem Jubilar noch viele weitere Jahre der kreativen 
Arbeit und Zeit zur Besinnlichkeit auf ein efilltes Forscherleben. 



Von 1982 bis 2001 gaben H. Kuhne, H.-J. Nissen, J. Renger und seit 1992 auch V. Haas 
19 Bande der ,,Berliner Beitrage zum Vorderen Orient", einen Band ,,BBVO Ausgrabungen" 
(1993) und 3 Bande ,,BBVO Texte" (1989, 1992, 1994) heraus. 

Seit 1978 gab H. Kiihne in regelmafiigen Abstanden die aktuellen Forschungsberichte zu 
Ausgrabungs- und Surveyprojekten in Syrien heraus: 

1978179 Ausgrabungen und Forschungsreisen. Ausgrabungstatigkeit in Syrien, AfO 26, 
145-180 

1981182 Ausgrabungen und Forschungsreisen. Ausgrabungstatigkeit in Syrien, AfO 28, 
200-258 

1984 Ausgrabungstiitigkeit in Syrien (3), AfO 3 1, 1 1 1- 178 
1989190 Ausgrabungen und Gelandebegehungen. Archaologische Forschungen in Syrien (4), 

AfO 36137,203-353 
1993194 Ausgrabungen und Gelandebegehungen. Archaologische Forschungen in Syrien ( 9 ,  

AfO 40-41, 195-306 

Seit 1991 gibt H. Kuhne zusammen mit A. Mahmoud und W. Rollig die ,,Berichte der Aus- 
grabung Tall Seb Hamad I Diir Katlimmu (BATSH) heraus. Bis zur Drucklegung dieser 
Festschrift sind die folgenden Bande erschienen: 

1991 H. Kuhne (Hg.), Die Rezente Umwelt von Tall Seb Hamad und Daten zur 
Umweltrekonstruktion der assyrischen Stadt Diir-Katlimmu, BATSH 1, Berlin 

1996 E.C. Cancik-Kirschbaum, Die Mittelassyrischen Briefe aus Tall Hamad, 
BATSH 4, Berlin 

1995 P. Pfalzner, Mittannische und mittelassyrische Keramik, BATSH 3, Berlin 
2000 M. Novak, A. Oettel, C. Witzel, Der Parthisch-Romische Friedhof von Tall 

Seh Hamad 1 Magdala (mit Beitragen von C. Romer, E. Kiinzl, U. Neuhauser, 
H. Schutkowski und B. Ehlken), BATSH 5, Berlin 

2002 K. Radner, Die Neuassyrischen Texte aus Tall Seh Hamad (mit Beitragen von 
W. Rollig), BATSH 6, Berlin 

2005 H. Kuhne, Magdalu I Magdala. Tall Seb Hamad von der postassyrischen Zeit bis 
zur romischen Kaiserzeit. Mit Beitragen von R. Bernbeck, S. Downey, A. Luther, 
M. Novak, A. Oettel, P. Pfalzner, W. Rollig, C. Romer-Strehl, BATSH 2, Berlin 

2006 F.J. Kreppner, Die Keramik des ,,Roten Hauses" von Tall Seb Hamad I Diir- 
Katlimmu. Eine Betrachtung der Keramik Nordmesopotamiens aus der zweiten 
Halfle des 7. und aus dem 6. Jahrhundert v. Chr. Mit Beitragen von M. Daszkiewicz, 
E. Bobryk und G. Schneider, BATSH 7, Wiesbaden 
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Im Druck H. Kiihne, Umwelt und Subsistenz der assyrischen Stadt Diir-Katlirnmu am 
Unteren HBbiir (Syrien), BATSH 8, Wiesbaden 

Im Druck W. Rollig, Land- und Viehwirtschaft am Unteren Habur in Mittelassyrischer Zeit, 
BATSH 9. Wiesbaden 

Weitere Publikationen, die von H. Kiihne herausgegeben bzw. mitherausgegeben wurden: 

1983 Umwelt und Technik vor 3500 Jahren aufgezeigt am Beispiel der assyrischen 
Stadt Diir-Katlimmu, 24-seitige Broschiire der Freien Universitat Berlin f i r  die 
Hannover-Messe (in deutscher und arabischer Sprache) 

1997 Ana Sadf labniini I f i  allik (,,Ich ging wahrlich bis zum Libanon"), Beitrage zu 
altorientalischen und mittelmeerischen Kulturen, Festschrift f i r  Wolfgang Rollig, 
AOAT 247 (zusammen mit B. Pongratz-Leisten und P. Xella) 

1998 Fluchtpunkt Uruk. Archaologische Einheit aus methodischer Vielfalt. Schriften 
f i r  Hans-Jorg Nissen, Berlin (zusammen mit R. Bernbeck und K. Bartl) 

2002 Public Space in the Ancient Near East. The Berlin-Copenhagen Seminar I, AoF 29 
(2002), 296-383 (zusammen rnit I. Thuessen) 

2005 The Berlin-Izmir Proceedings, AoF 32,57-222 (zusammen mit E. Abay, 0. Cevik, 
A. Cilingiroglu und R. Czichon) 

2008 Proceedings of the 4" International Congress of the Archaeology of the Ancient 
Near East, Volume 1: The Reconstruction of Environment. Natural Resources 
and Human Interrelation through Time / Visual Communication, Wiesbaden 
(zusammen mit R. Czichon und J. Kreppner) 

2008 Proceedings of the 4h International Congress of the Archaeology of the Ancient 
Near East, Volume 2: Social and Cultural Transformation: The Archaeology of 
Transitional Periods and Dark Ages 1 Archaeological Field Reports, Wiesbaden 
(zusammen mit R. Czichon und J. Kreppner) 

1976 Die Keramik vom Tell Chuera und ihre Beziehung zu Funden aus Syrien-Palbtina, 
der Tiirkei und dem Iraq, Berlin (Dissertation) 

1980 Das Rollsiegel in Syrien, Tiibingen (unter Mitarbeit von C1.-F. Schaeffer-Forrer, 
G. Preuss und A. Moritz) 

1996 Kamid el-Loz Band 15 - Die Glyptik, Bonn (zusammen rnit B. Salje) 
1998 Rivers and Steppes. Cultural Heritage and Environment of the Syrian Jezireh, 

Catalogue to the Museum of Deir ez-Zor, Damascus (zusammen mit D. Bonatz 
und A. Mahmoud) 

1999 Arabische ~bersetzung von Kiihne, Hartmut (zusammen, mit D. Bonatz und 
A. Mahmoud), Rivers and Steppes. Cultural Heritage and Environment of the 
Syrian Jezireh, Catalogue to the Museum of Deir ez-Zor, Damascus 

2005 Magdalu / Magdala. Tall S E ~  Hamad von der postassyrischen Zeit bis zur 
romischen Kaiserzeit. Mit Beitragen von R. Bernbeck, S. Downey, A. Luther, 
M. Novak, A. Oettel, P. Pfalzner, W. Rollig, C. Romer-Strehl, BATSH 2, Berlin 
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2008 Ausgrabung Tell Schech Hamad: www.schechhamad.de mit Textbeitragen zu: 
Lage und Umweltbedingungen; 
Fragestellung und Forschungsgeschichte; 
Topographie, Siedlungsstruktur und Siedlungsentwicklung; 
Grabungsabschnitt ,Tell'; 
Grabungsabschnitt Nordost-Ecke der Unterstadt 11; 
Grabungsabschnitt Mittlere Unterstadt 11; 
Archive, Texte, Sprachen; 
Historische Zusammenhange, historische Geographie, Identifikation; 
Angegliederte Projekte: Lower Habur Archaeological Project, Ajij-Survey, 
Tell Ajaja, Tell Bderi; 
Bauwerkerhaltung; 
Stadtebauliche Forschung; 
Archaologische Umweltforschung 

Schliemanns Erben, Die Botschaft der versunkenen Stadte 
Film von Gisela Graichen und Peter Prestel, ZDFf1998 
Schliemanns Erben, Roms Limes im Orient 
Film von Gisela Graichen, Peter Prestel und Michael Harder, ZDFl200 1 

1993 Kleinasien. Frtihbronzezeit (Ostteil), TAVO B I1 13 (zusammen mit M. Korfmann, 
A. Baykal-Seeher und S. Kiliq) 

1993 Kleinasien. Frtihbronzezeit (Westteil), TAVO B I1 13 (zusammen mit M. Korfmann, 
A. Baykal-Seeher und S. Kil i~)  

1994 Anatolien in der Friihen und Mittleren Bronzezeit. Von Manfred Korfmann, 
Ayae Baykal-Seeher und Sinan Kiliq. Unter Mitarbeit von Hartmut Kiihne (im 
Sonderforschungsbereich 19, Tubingen, entstanden) 

1969 Die Bestattungen der hellenistischen bis spatkaiserzeitlichen Periode, in: K. Bittel, 
Funde aus den Grabungen 1967 und 1968, Bogazkijy IV, Berlin, 35-45 

1957-71 ,,GlasC', Reallexikon f i r  Assyriologie und Vorderasiatische Archaologie Bd. 3,  
4 10-427 

1974 Mumbaqat 1973, MDOG 106,53-98 (zusammen mit W. Orthmann) 
1974 Ratselhafte Masken - Zur Frage ihrer Herkunft und Deutung, BaM 7 ,  10 1 - 1 10 
1974-77 Zur historischen Geographie am Unteren HSbfir. Vorlaufiger Bericht iiber eine 

archaologische Gelandebegehung, AfO 25,249-255 
1977 Rezension zu A. MoortgatIU. Moortgat-Correns, Tell Chuera in Nordsyrien, 

ZDPV 93,296-308 
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