3. THE HIGH MOUND:
INTRODUCTION AND SURFACE COLLECTION

Marilyn Kelly-Buccellati

3.1 Introduction

At the beginning of the first season of soundings in Mozan we undertook a systematic
surface collection from all areas of the high mound. Since we had no record of previous
work at the site this was particularly useful in order to determine the range of chronological
periods represented and their relative strengths. The surface collection on the high mound
was the first stage of a wider research design which included the collection of surface material
from the outer city of Mozan as well as from the other mounds in the vicinity of Amuda
(sec below Chapters 4 and 8).

It was decided in the interest of the first season of excavation that a short period
of survey work would precede the excavation. Since the time was limited we opted for a
sampling strategy which would cover the entire surface of the high mound without concentrating
on any specific sector. The mound was divided into sixteen areas along topographic lines
and sherds were collected according to these divisions . The topography of the
mound is particularly helpful in this regard. The southern two thirds have a configuration
consisting of five prominent rises or ridges encircling a lower and flatter central area which
had almost no sherds on its surface. The northern third of the high mound contains only
one higher elevation on the north-west and an almost separate mound on the northeast which
is partially cut off by two deep gullies on the east and west. Around the entire high mound
are traces of a city wall which makes the edges of the high mound fairly steep and a clearly
recognizable boundary for the survey.

Feature sherds, decorated sherds, and in some cases body sherds were collected as
part of the ceramic survey; the resulting sample that was analyzed totaled 1500 sherds. The
surface of the mound is moderately covered with sherds but the collection was made difficult
by the overall plant cover. In three areas the mound has modern cemeteries; sometimes, sherds
are used in graves as a kind of covering, but they seem to be gathered from the viewpoint
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of size rather than any other criterion. The amount to be collected by members of our team
from the area assigned to them was left to the discretion of the collector with the instructions
given to include a representative sample of feature and decorated sherds along with body
sherds from wares which were not represented in the feature sherds. This presence-absence
sampling procedure is therefore somewhat biased in favor of the decorated and more colorful
sherds (such as Metallic ware) on the surface of the site and tends to downplay the relative
importance of the plain buff varieties, especially in those areas with many body sherds. Since
the buff wares outside of a more defined archaeological context are notoriously difficult to
date even in areas wherc the ceramics are better known than they are in the Amuda area,
it was thought that stressing their collection and analysis at the cost of many more days
of work would not be worth the effort at this time, especially since typological identification
was to remain unceriain before the results of the excavations could help us date these plain
buff wares.

3.2 Distributional patterns

Aside from the few Islamic sherds found on the surface of the high mound (two
sherds), the latest ceramics were four small Nuzi ware sherds (M1 43-44; the number given
in the drawings next to the body sherds is the height of the sherd). The latest important
concentration was of painted Habur ware both in its finer early variety and in its thicker
and larger later shapes (M1 24-32). Sherds of Khabur ware were distributed all over the
surface of the mound but were found in higher concentrations near the highest part of the
mound on the western side (Figure 4; these maps show the relative strength of distribution
by the size of the dots, with the larger dots indicating that the majority of the lots in this
area had over 8 sherds of that particular time period).

Late third millennium pottery, characterized by a green-buff color and decorated with
incised bands and applied rope designs on large or medium jars and bowls (M1 21-23), was
also distributed all over the surface. Heavier concentrations of this type of pottery were present
on part of the northeast and on the west (Fig. 4); this ware was also found stratified in
Area Bl. Pottery with this type of decoration is dated at Brak from the Sargonid and Ur
1 periods (Mallowan 1947 Plates LXV:7, LXVI: 15,16, LXVIII: 14). A sherd with a snake
applied to its surface (M1 45) is similar to the snake on an Ur III vessel from Brak (Ibid.
Plate LXX: 1; sec also Tell Chuera, Kiihne 1976 Plate 27 and Tell Taya, Reade 1968 Plate
LXXXVI:24). Sherds from small Simple ware (M1 16, 18-20) and Metallic ware vessels
(M1 9-15) dating to the mid third millennium appeared in all areas of the mound but larger
concentrations of Metallic ware were found toward the center and the southeastern portions
of the site (Figure 4). A Painted Simple ware goblet was given to us when we first visited
the site (M1 17). Two Early Transcaucasian sherds (M1 40, 41) were collected in the surface
survey and one also came from the excavations in the area of the city wall. Incised Ninevite
V pottery (M1 4-5,7-8) was not found in such large amounts as the other third millennium
wares and not scattered as widely; in fact these sherds were rare (10 sherds with the highest
concentration on the northwestern portion of the mound, Fig. 4; this map only shows the
distribution but does not indicate relative strength since there were so few sherds collected).
This small number of Ninevite V sherds on the surface however may not be as indicative
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as the sherds from later third millennium wares because Ninevite V sherds, on Mozan at
least, were quite small in size and difficult therefore to spot on the surface. One indication
that the Ninevite V period occupation on Mozan may be more important than our surface
collection seems to indicate is the fact that this pottery was found mixed in with later material
in all our soundings, perhaps because it was so prevalent on the ancient surface. Only one
Ninevite V painted sherd was found (M1 6) and none was mixed in with the later excavated
pottery.

Along with these third millennium wares there were scattered all over the site numerous
sherds of Pebble Tempered ware. This ware is found at a number of sites in northern Syria
including Chuera (Kiihne 1976 pp. 99ff.), Brak (Fielden 1977 pp. 248-49) and Harran (Prag
1968 p. 83 and fn. 81 for references to both Harran and other sites). At Mozan it also
occurs with triangular lugs at the rim. From periods earlier than the third millennium we
bave only a few Halaf painted sherds from the High Mound and Outer City (M1 1-3).

3.3 Conclusions

From this preliminary survey it appears that the largest extent of occupation on the
High Mound occurred during the mid and late third millennium. This is all the more striking
since this time period produced a preponderance of the plain buff wares which our preliminary
collection would be biased against. In the case of the Simple ware, which is buff to gray-
buff, there is also the added disadvantage that it is usually made into small shapes. In addition
Simple ware, because of its high firing and thin body walls, has a tendency to break into
small sherds. As a consequence of these factors it can be expected that the distributional
importance of these wares is underestimated rather than exaggerated in our sample. The next
important concentration of pottery occurs in the beginning of the second millennium with
the presence of Khabur ware. These distributional patterns confirmed our first impression
on visiting the site that the mound in its present topography was primarily inhabited in the
mid and late third millennium with a subsequent, smaller Old Babylonian occupation on the
top. The existence of only four Nuzi period sherds on the surface is significant since such
a limited quantity seems to point to only a limited use of the mound in this period.

A possible fourth millennium presence on Mozan is indicated by only three items:
one sherd excavated near the city wall of Uruk gray ware; another of this same ware found
on the surface of the High Mound on the west (M1 42) and a clay cone fragment also
from the surface of the High Mound. Halaf sherds presented no clear distributional patterns;
several came from the mound surface (M1 2,3), one from the excavation (Area B) but quite
near the surface and some from the Outer City to the south of the High Mound (M1 1).

3.4 Mozan ware descriptions

For the sake of convenience the list below combines a description of-the wares from
both the surface survey and the excavations on the mound.

BR — Brick Red slipped ware. Sometimes black in section (very low-fired). Chaff
tempered, perhaps with some sand. The color may also vary to brown.



46 3. The High Mound: Introduction and Surface Collection

CH — Chaff Tempered ware. Found in large vessels, medium fired with a large
amount of chaff on the interior and exterior. The color varies from orange buff to a quite
bright red. Some examples exhibit signs of secondary burning.

ETC — Early Transcaucasian ware. Examples occur in red, black or gray-brown,
but never two colors, with chaff and sand temper. They are medium fired and range in
thickness from .5 to 1.5 cm.

H — Khabur ware. Red or brown painted on buff to red clay, with pebble and
chaff temper. The larger and thicker shapes contain more chaff, with the small, fine shapes
being ecarlier in date. Decorative patterns include lines and hatched triangles. Khabur ware
occurs in a variety of forms, ranging from fine small shapes to large shapes with a great
amount of chaff temper. Some shapes can have ridges and rope designs with paint (these
are transitional between the late 3rd millennium and Khabur ware).

INC — Incised ware. Incised decoration occurs on buff to green sherds which are
1.0 cm. thick or thicker. The incised decoration is found in patterns of wavy parallel lines
or straight parallel lines on the shoulder of the vessel, and may occur in combination with
a rope design. This ware is found in late third millennium strata.

M — Metallic ware. Mostly dark gray with shades of lighter gray and orange. The
sherds contain very little temper, if any, and are very highly fired. They range in thickness
from .5 cm. to 1.5cm.

NI — Ninevite V ware. Buff and gray, mostly sand tempered with the possible addition
of very fine chaff. This ware occurs in painted or incised examples.

NU — Nuzi ware. Buff ware, sand tempered, with perhaps some very fine chaff
added. Decoration is in brown and white paint, applied first in wide bands of brown and
then with a brush in thin white bands or dots.

P — Pebble tempered ware. Brick red to brown in color, with many small pebbles
as temper, giving the sherds a very friable appearance. Pebbles are visible on both the surface
and in section. The thicker shapes are black in section. Some sherds exhibit a secondary
surface firing indicating that these vessels were used for cooking. Many examples of hole
mouth jars and some with triangular lugs on the rim occur; similar examples are found at
Chuera, Harran and Brak (see Fielden 1977, pp. 248-49 for references). Vessels in this ware
were burnished on the exterior extending over the rim, and to a lesser extent on the interior.

R — Rough ware. The thicker variety of these vessels has plaster on the interior,
sometimes applied in three or more coats. This interior plaster is either white or a plum
red. There are cases where the plum red has run over onto the exterior and dripped down
the side. The temper consists of a large amount of chaff with large inclusions which may
be ground up sherds. All examples found were well fired but this may be due to refiring
in the destruction level in which they were found (K1 Feature 16, sec below). In some examples
the interior plaster was burned a reddish orange by the fire. Vessels of this ware come mostly
in very thick shapes, ca. 2.5 cm. thick. These vessels are slab made and are constructed
in layers which can be seen in section. Cracks caused by the drying of the vessel are often
seen on the exterior. The plastered vessels have two basic shapes: jars with outturned rims
and deep bowls with squared rims. Some of the sherds are perfectly flat while the majority
are rounded showing that they came from large jars. The flat ones may come from storage
vats or may be the flat base sherds of the larger vessels. One such example of a flat base
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showed the thickness of the lower body wall to be 2.8 cm, with the wall of the base portion
being only 2 cm. thick. There also seems to be a thinner variety of this ware represented
by sherds with thinner walls (ca. 1.3 cm.) and more curvature in the body walls.

RS — Reserved Slip ware. Buff, some examples with strong wheel marks. A small
amount of plant temper is visible on the surface; some sand temper present. There are very
few examples of this ware.

§ — Simple ware. Greenish buff in color, highly fired and sand tempered. The temper
contains no chaff. Some examples have a corrugated surface. The Simple ware shapes are
small and thin walled, with flat, pointed or ring bases. The flat bases are rounded on the
edges or spherical. One Painted Simple ware goblet came from the surface (M1 17).

WS — Wet Smoothed ware. Light red to buff in color. The finest examples of WS
ware have only sand temper and are less than 1.0 cm. thick. Most of the WS ware is thicker
and has more temper in it. Larger vessels have some plant temper and are 1.0 to 1.5 cm.
in thickness. This ware is related to the smaller, finer Simple ware and is included in the
Simple ware category in some publications. Vessels of this ware may be plant wiped inside
and some have noticeable wheel marks on the exterior. In 1984 a body sherd of this ware
was found with an EDII seal impression rolled on the shoulder (see below M1 167).

3.3 A note on mapping — Stephen M. Hughey

The specific mapping objective for Tell Mozan was to perform the necessary field
survey to produce a standard topographic map suitable for publication on a 1:1000 scale with
a one meter contour interval. Because of time constraints, only one day was available before
the start of actual excavations. Implicit in even a topographical survey is the requirement
that the survey be retraceable by another competent surveyor. In our particular case, neither
the nature of the archaeological site nor the materials on hand would allow the emplacement
of large monuments of concrete and iron of the kind that would be easily located by sight.
Also, experience to date had shown that anything easily identified as metal or wood is collected
as refuse and “recycled” by the local people. It was decided that retraccability would have
to depend on the accuracy of the survey and on the recovery of large nails set at each
topographic control point. It was supposed that these could be quickly set flush by a fourth
member of the survey party as each “shot” was taken. Most of them would presumably be
overlooked by the local people and be recovered as needed-in future seasons with a ferrous
metal detector. The horizontal and vertical control could then be perpetuated without the
personnel or equipment required to establish it. The disturbance of the surface would be kept
to a minimum and those points needed for mapping control in each area could be replaced
by something more substantial as needed.

The details of the field work can be summarized as follows: An area of 18.4 hectares
was surveyed. A total of 112 control points were “shot.” The party consisted of 4 people:
S. Hughey on the instrument (Lietz SDM3E); B. Pritzkat on prism support rod; G. Buccellati
on notes; F.A. Buccellati on monument emplacement. The survey took a total of one haif
day. As no elevation was availablefor the washer found in a concrete monument below a
metal tripod (taken to be a geodetic conirol point) an elevation for it was interpolated as
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500 meters from a topographic map of Syria with a 500 meter contour interval.! As for
horizontal control, a coordinate value was chosen for the found concrete monument that would
conveniently keep the coordinate values on the tell to three digits left of the decimal point.

The basis of bearings for the survey is from magnetic north as observed in the morning
of the day of the survey from three stations along the first leg of the traverse. Magnetic
north was preferred over true north so that maps could be quickly oriented with a compass.
Unfortunately, time this season did not allow solar or polar observations for true north.

Angular closure for the 8 station traverse was 2 minutes. The total traverse distance
was 1931.31 meters with a closure distance of 0.243 meters, or about one part in ten thousand.
The compass rule was used to balance eastings and northings. The vertical closure based on
trig levels was also well within allowable limits and adjusted out. Since there was no time
for the standard practice of running a differential level circuit of the traverse stations, each
station was “shot” twice: once on foresight and once on backsight. The plotting of the control
points, the interpolation of the contours and most of the drafting of the final map was done
in California by B. Pritzkat under the supervision of S. Hughey. Although track was kept
of time required to produce it, this work would typically require a single survey drafisperson
8-24 office hours depending on skill and tools at hand.

The outer perimeter of the area surveyed is delineated by the control points indicated
on the map (Fig. 5). The total area enclosed by these points is 18.3514 hectares.

! In our record, as well as in this publication, elevations are regularly given in centimeters below the 500 m.
mark, omitting both the decimal point and the initial digit 4, since all absolute elevations are within the 400

m. range. Thus, for instance, elevation 8107 stands for m. 481.07. [G. B. and M. K.-B/]
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Figure 2. Major trade routes
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Figure 11. The stone building in Area B: reconstruction
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Figure 14. The city wall in Area K: frontal view (1984 season)
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Figure 15. The city wall in Area K: North section of Locus A
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Figure 16. The city wall in Area K: South section of Locus A
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Figure 18. Suggested reconstructions of the use of door sealings
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Figure 20. Ceramic types from the surface of the High Mound
Halaf (M1 1-3), Incised Ninevite V (M1 4-5, 7-8), Painted Ninevite V (M1 6), Metallic ware (M1 9-15)
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Figure 21, Ceramic types from the surface of the High Mound
Simple ware (M1 16, 18-19), Painted Simple ware (M1 17), late third mill. or “Ur III” (M1 21-23)
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Figure 22. Ceramic types from the surface of the High Mound: Khabur ware
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Figure 23. Ceramic types from the soundings and surface of the High Mound
Miscellaneous types (M1 33-39 are from the soundings, M1 40-45 from the surface)
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Figure 24, Ceramic types from the soundings
Halaf (M1 46-47), Incised Ninevite V (M1 48-49), Simple ware (M1 50-59), Metallic ware (M1 60-61)
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Figure 25. Ceramic types from the soundings
Simple ware (M1 65, 72-73, 75-76 are from Area Bl, the rest from area K1)
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Figure 26. Ceramic types from the soundings
Late third mill. or “Ur III” (M1 77-78), Transitional (M1 83-84), Khabur ware (M1 79-82)
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Figure 27. Ceramic types from the surface of the Quter City: Location Os4
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Figure 28. Ceramic types from the surface of the Outer City: Location Os6
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Figure 29. Ceramic types from the surface of the Outer City: Locations Os7 and Os9
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Figure 30. Ceramic types from the surface of the Outer City: Metallic
and Simple ware types from various locations
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Figure 31. Ceramic types from the surface of the Outer City: Miscellaneous types
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Figure 32. Ceramic types and wheels from the surface of the Outer City
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Figure 33. Seal impressions from the glacis in Area K
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Figure 34. Seal impressions from the glacis in Area K
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Figure 35. Seal impressions from the glacis in Area K
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Figure 36. Seal impressions from the glacis in Area K
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Figure 37. Seal impressions from the glacis in Area K
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Figure 38. Seal impressions from the glacis in Area K
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Figure 39. Seal impressions from the glacis in Area K
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Figure 40. Seal impressions from the glacis in Area K
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Figure 41. Seal impression and stamp seal from the surface
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Figure 42. Metal spearheads
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Figure 45. Metal pins
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Figure 46. Lithic blade and figurines



Figure 48. Tell Shermola: Sketch section of arched structure on southern side of mound

Figure 49. Tell Shermola: Sketch section of entire tell, looking west, with
proposed reconstruction of ancient outline

1 Tell Shermola (main mound)
2 Cemetery
3 Southern edge of the town of Amuda
4 Cemetery hill
5 Southern mound
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Figure 50. Tell Shermola: Ceramic types from the surface of the main mound
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PLATE I

Illustration 1. Miniature head of a horse

M1 209 (K1.12). Burnt clay; from the destruction layer
in X1 feature 16 (mid third millennium).
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PLATE VI

Tilustration 6. Stone building, Area B1 (direct overhead).

Stone ramp partly exposed, semi-circular feature, and southwest corner of outer stone wall.
(The photograph was taken toward the beginning of the second season, and the exposure is
correspondingly more limited than shown on the floor plan, Figure 8.)
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IHustration 7. Stone building, Area B1 (oblique overhead, looking north).

The ramp and semi-circular structure are visible on the lower left, and beyond them the
three parallel stone walls on the west. In the background is the continuation of this building
with its stone foundations and the lower courses of mud brick walls,
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Hlustration 8. Stone building, Area B1: southwestern corner (oblique overhead, looking east).
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Closer view of ramp, semi-circular structure, and southwestern portion of room.
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Illustration 9. Stone building, Area B1: southwestern corner (looking south).

PLATE VII

Visible in the center is the clear alignment of the stones marking the outer face of the

western side of the building.



PLATE VIII
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Illustration 10. Stone building, Area B1: northwestern corner with plastered floor (looking north).

White floor is preserved up to the edge of the wall. The mudbrick is preserved in the lower
right (same corner as in Illustr. 11); elsewhere only the stone substructure is preserved.

“.
+'w
"‘l. ;
“al eSS

“q

Illustration 11. Stone building, Area B1: detail of brick wall on stone foundation
and white floor.

On the lower right corner the white plastered floor rides up to, and curls up against, the
lower course of bricks of the wall. The thickness of the plaster shows in the section of the
shallow round depression in the lower center of the photograph.
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Illustration 12. Stone building, Area B1: broken storage vessel on outside floor
in southwestern corner, of Pebble Tempered ware.
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Ilustration 13. Stone building, Area B1: reconstructed storage vessels
on outside floor in southwestern corner.

Restored Pebble Tempered storage vessel on lower left and restored rope decorated jar on
upper left; both were found on floor B1f19.



PLATE X

Illustration 14, City wall, Area K1: direct overhead.

The long narrow trench has exposed the base of
the glacis (lower portion) and the inside of the city
wall (K2): the slope of the tell reveals the brick-
work of the eroded core of the city wall. Larger
sounding at the base of the city wall is Locus A
(see Figure 13).
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Hlustration 16. City wall, Area K1: detail of north section
in Locus A (see Figure 13). The plastered exterior face of
the city wall shows on the right, the bricks are lying
horizontally on top of the burnt deposit (K1f16). The top
of the glacis shows clearly, still partly covered by a portion
of the burnt deposit.

Ilfustration 17. City wall, Area K1: frontal view, after
scraping of vertical face (looking west). Preserved height of
city wall, from the surface of the glacis to the top of the
brickwork, is about 5 m. The top portion represents later
deposit resting on top of the brickwork (part of which is
removed in the continuation of the trench visible in
Illustration 19).

Illustration 18. City wall, Area K1: general view of Locus A
(looking north). Eroded core of wall, with articulated
brickwork, shows on the right, with top surface of glacis
riding up to its base. Talus of High Mound shows in
background.

Iustration 19. City wall, Area K1: general view of glacis
with burnt deposit and face of city wall (looking west).
Trench cut perpendicular to the city wall shows the steep
slope of the glacis; in the background the base of the wall
and above it the trench cut at the top of the mound to
expose the inner face of the city wall. Clearly visible are
both the even surface of the glacis and the thickness of the
burnt deposit.
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Illustration 15, City wall, Area K1: front view, before excavations,

The cut in the side of the tell results from local farmers using this area to gather soil for mud

bricks.
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Illustration 18. Itlustration 19,



PLATE XII

Left: Mid left: Mid right: Right:

M1 205 M1 200 M1 189 M1 203
M1 206 M1 196 M1 199 M1 204
B1.40 M1 193 M1 188 M1 202
M1 195 M1 201 M1 190 M1 187
MI 192 M1 197 M1 186
M1 194 M1 198 M1 185
M1 191 M1 184

1
|

l | ~— L] PEE——————

Htustration 21. Assemblage of metal objects (Areas B1 and K1).

The three pins at the upper right are from the burnt deposit in K1, the points at the lower
right are mostly from the northwestern portion of B1, and the small spoons at the lower left
are mostly from the central portion of BI.



PLATE XIII

Illustration 20. Eye socket of statue (Area B1).

M1 210 (B1.19). The socket, with traces of bitumen in the
hole for a colored pupil, was found among the stones in the
southwestern corner of the building.

Illustration 22. Spouted mid third millennium vessel
(Area K1).

M1 52 (K1.12-2). Simple ware with darker traces and
burnt-on clay from secondary firing (from the burnt
deposit K1f16).

Illustration 23. Khabur ware jar (Area B1).

M1 82 (B1.73). From the destruction stratum above the
white floor of the stone building.



PLATE X1V

Left column: Right column:
K1.24 , ~ - M1171
M1175 M1179
M1 168 : M1 169
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A A K1.20
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Illustration 24. Assemblage of door sealings (Area K1).
All sealings are from Area K1, feature 16, the burnt layer.
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PLATE XV

Ilustration 25. Detail of bottom of door
sealing (K1.25). Flat wood impression on
the bottom and two strands of rope
impression along the central cavity.

Illustration 26. Characteristic shape of
door sealings (K1.78).

Illustration 27. Reconstruction of door
sealing on modern door.



PLATE XVI1

SEALINGS FROM THE BURNT DEPOSIT OUTSIDE THE CITY WALL (K1f16), MID THIRD MILLENNIUM
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Illustration 28. Seal impression on shoulder Illustration 29. Seal impression on rectangular tag
of large jar M1 168 (K1.8). The seal is rolled on the preserved
M1 167 (K1.6). The sealing is reversed with re- length of the tag and fills the entire surface.
spect to the orientation of the jar (in this photo-
graph the neck of the jar is at the bottom).
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Hlustration 30. Door sealing: crossed animals Hlustration 31. Door sealing: hero with dagger
M1 172 (K1.50). Traces of a human figure and a M1 181 (K1.92). Hero with dagger between two
lion; cloth impressions also shown. animals; traces of cloth show that the cloth

impressions were on the clay before the seal was
rolled.



PLATE XVII

| Ilustration 32. Seal impression: snake coil and horned quadruped

' ' M1 171 (K1.45).

T
-

o 7 Illustrations 33-35. Seal impression:
hero between rampant animals

M1 169 (K1.29) Nude hero with tufted hair
between two bearded animals; three different
details of the impression.

SEALINGS FROM THE BURNT DEPOSIT OUTSIDE THE CITY WALL (K1f16), MID THIRD MILLENNIUM



PLATE XVIII

Ilustration 36. Seal impression:
hero with rampant animal and
crossed animals

M1 177 (K1.69). Hero and bearded
horned animal; a pair of crossed
lions.
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Illustration 38. Seal impression:
double animal file

Ml 180 (K1.82). Two rows of
animals with short tails, ears or
short horns, and large eyes.
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i \ Illustration 37. Seal impression:
' v hero with skirt holding plant, with
o animal
4 L =" Ml 174 (K1.52). Skirted figure
g [ holding a stick and a bag(?) behind
: ! an animal.
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T PLATE XIX

b Illustration 39. Seal impression:
L ’ geometric design

P , M1 173 (K1.51). Door sealing from
N ) burnt deposit outside the city wall,
mid third millennium; geometric
' pattern (guilloche?).
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Illustration 40. Seal impression: - o VS
rampant bearded animal i a0
' A :
M1 75 (K1.17). Door sealing from CY e, b -
burnt deposit outside the city wall, : ‘ - ! l . R T
mid third millennium; rampant - - ow ,i' S il
animal (antelope?) with beard, bl N R .
horns, and short tail. - . o 5§ :
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Illustration 41.. Seal impression: ’ g J,'/' 3 ks AN
impaled(?) scorpion o o Jﬁ- £
M1 183 (K1.17). Door sealing from =, RS ;:f;'_v‘- B AP _"‘
general surface of mound. P o s '4’?' A
R ,‘r'. s V
[lustration 42. Two stamp seals <, S4-Ez v
LN 4

M1 183 (Z1.20 on right and Z1.17
on left). From general surface; two

stamp seals with circular geometric K- ‘:-.-545 =
pattern. .
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PLATE XX

Iltustration 43, Tell Shermola: the central mound (looking northwest).

Illustration 44, Tell Shermola: button base goblet (base).

Illustration 45. Tell Shermola: carinated shallow bowl.



Illustration 46. Tell Shermola: the lower mound (looking west).

Hlustration 47. Tell Shermola: the lower mound (looking north).
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PLATE XXII { : Cm

Illustration 48, The Urkish lion in the
Metropolitan Museum of Art: front view.
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L Illustration 49. The Urkish lion in the
' Metropolitan Museum of Art: side view.
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Iltustration 50. The Urkish lion in the
Metropolitan Museum of Art: three- {
quarter view.



Hlustration SI. The Urkish lion in the
Metropolitan Museum of Art: top view.
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PLATE XXIII

Illustration 53. The Urkish lion in the
Louvre: bottom view.

Hiustration 52. The Urkish lion in the
Louvre: top view.



PLATE XXIV

Illustration 54,

COMPUTER GENERATED RENDERINGS OF THE STONE BUILDING IN AREA Bl
Hlustration 54. Partially excavated foundations of stone building in Area B1 (viewed from the southeast).

The right-angle wall (light area) and its two additional parallel walls (dark gray) enclose the white floor (white area) with its
horseshoe-shaped hearth. To the south of the white floor is the stone ramp (dark gray). To the north of the white floor is the
brick-paved area (light gray).

Illustration 55. Axonometric perspective of Tell Chuera-style ‘in antis’ temple reconstruction at Mozan
(viewed from the southeast).

The ‘in antis’ temple reconstructed on the Mozan foundations is entered via five steps from the east (this entrance is purely hypothetical,
since this portion of Area B is currently unexcavated). The altar is on the west wall, flanked by two pairs of engaged pillars. The stone
ramp serves to connect the cella with the exterior or perhaps a stone courtyard via the south, A doorway on the north wall connects the
ante-cella with the brick-paved area north of the white floor.

Hllustration 56. Low-angle perspective of Kish-style reconstruction at Mozan (viewed from the south).

The Mozan foundations are seen as part of a much larger ‘palatial’ structure which includes a second story. The stone ramp connects to
the white floor through a portico. This in turn connects to the second story via a stairway whose Jower steps can be seen rising just
beyond the north wall of the portico,

Illustration 56.

Iilustration 55.
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PREFACE

The wheatfields of the Khabur have seen many a harvest over the millennia, but
none perhaps as significant as the archaeological harvest which a number of expeditions have
begun to reap in recent years. We have to thank for this the enlightened policies of the
Syrian authorities, which have consistently welcomed and encouraged an unprecedented
expansion of scholarly activity in their country. As a result, whole new vistas have been
emerging not only for the history of Syria, but more broadly for the history of the ancient
Near East as a whole. The Khabur region is especially attractive because it is generally less
well known, while at the same time it gives every evidence of having been a crucible of
civilization on a par with Sumer in the South or Ebla in the West.

Our new excavations at Tell Mozan are in line with these general developments on
the one hand, and with our own specific interests on the other. The work we have been
conducting at Terqa and Qraya for the last ten years have given us a special appreciation
of the larger regional dimension within which the history of those two sites has to be understood.
The Khabur region provides the natural setting for such a broader scope of inquiry. Terqa
and Qraya are at the heart of both the fertile mid-Euphrates trough (known today as the
zor) and the high-ground steppe dotted with springs and wells (known in ancient times as
the nawu). They are also at the mouth of the Khabur, which serves as a major artery linking
the zor with the “upper country” (the matum elitum, as it was known in ancient times). The
start of a new excavation project in this “upper country” will thus allow us to develop a
true regional project, based on concurrent field work at different sites, conducted with parallel
methodology and direct cross-information. We hope that such long term and broadly based
research may yield proportionately greater insights in the archaeology and history of the area,
and serve as a significant experiment in the methodology of regional studies.

In and of itself, Tell Mozan seems to hold in store archaeological promises of the
greatest magnitude. Its size makes it one of the largest seitlements in the region, in fact
one of the largest in ancient Syria if the preliminary indications for a vast lower city are
verified by future work. The homogeneity of the deposit, which belongs predominantly and
throughout to the third millennium, is just as impressive. And the circumstantial evidence
which seems to suggest a possible identification of the site with Urkish provides a tantalizing
working hypothesis for an interpretation of the pertinent historical framework. Regardless of

1



2 Preface

what the answer might be to the questions of either identification or size, Mozan is certain
to prove a major site for the understanding of the civilization in the piedmont area, which
not only thrived on rain-fed agriculture, but also served as the link between the mouniain
regions with their rich reserves of metal ores to the north and the urban states in the southern
alluvium. Only the discovery of third millennium epigraphic material, of the type known
through the Urkish lions, may allow us to define such culture as Hurrian: and that the prospect
of such discovery is realistic is suggested by the fact that the inscriptions on the Urkish
lions presuppose an important and autonomous scribal tradition that must have been at home
in the Khabur plains.

As we were articulating our overall research design for the excavations at Mozan,
we had made plans to have Dr. I. Jay Gelb join us in the field in the Spring 1985. In
spite of his lifelong work in this general region, he had never beecn able to travel there,
and we were eager to offer him, our personal mentor and friend for so many years, this
opportunity. The potential significance of Mozan for an understanding of Hurrian civilization
was especially inviting from a scholarly point of view, and we had great hopes 1o be able
to develop with him a long term plan for the full historical evaluation of our findings there.
For family reasons he was not able to join us in 1985, and so we postponed his visit until
1986. Or so we thought. The sudden illness which struck him in the Fall of 1985, and his
death on the 22nd of December 1985, were to sadly alter all our plans. We can only, at
this date, dedicate this first volume of the Mozan Reports to his memory — a small token
of the strong human bond which united us as friends, and, we hope, a meaningful indication
of the reverberation that his fundamental work on the Hurrians has left for the field.

It is with special pleasure that we recall one of our preliminary visits to the site
in 1983, when we were joined by Dr. Herman L. Hoeh of the Ambassador International
Culwral Foundation and a trustee of IIMAS — The International Institute for Mesopotamian
Area Studies. As we looked together from the commanding position of Tell Mozan at the
mountains to the North and the rolling plains to the South, we shared a precious moment
in which the potential historical significance of the site secmed to blend with the sheer beauty
of the landscape and elicit in us the resolve for an expanded new commitment to the archaeology
of the region. The association with the Ambassador International Cultural Foundation, whose
sponsorship has made it possible for us to develop the ambitious project on which we report
here, was celebrated in a special way with the visit to Damascus in the Spring of 1985
by Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong, President of the Foundation. This was to be his last trip
overseas before his death, and while he could not come as far as Mozan, where we were
excavating at the time, we were able to share with him two days in Damascus, where he
was most graciously hosted by the Minister of Culture, Dr. Najah Attar, and the Director
General of Antiquities and Museums, Dr. Afif Behnassi.

We consider ourselves privileged to be able to be a part of these significant new
developments in Syrian archaeology, and fortunate to be the recipients of the traditional and
unmatched Syrian hospitality, at both the official and personal level. Especially at a time
like today, it is but a small witness to truth to say that we feel as welcome in the contemporary
Syria we have come to know through living there as in the ancient periods of her history,
to the reconstruction of which we are happy to contribute.

G. B. and M. K-B.
15 April 1986



Preface 3

Because of a series of vicissitudes beyond our control, publication of this volume
has been unfortunately delayed for over a year. Publication in its present form is essentally
the same as had been originally submitted in completed form by the Fall of 1986, without
updates (except for references to PDS-1).

A special note of gratitude is owed Dr. Alexis Martin, who with the greatest skill
and personal commitment has provided the indispensable ingredients for seecing this volume
through to its final publication.

6 January 1988



TABLE OF CONTENTS

| (&) & Lot O 1
LiSE Of FIGUIES ooeiiniiiieiieiieeieiieeiieiiieeneeerintiiisseiesesseeranannsnasssnseeseeennnnnsnsssaesertesssssnnnes 7
List Of THUSITALIONS ......ccoomiiiiiiiiiiiiiei e e e rreeeeaeeeaaee e e e es s s s e ennassssaanseees 9
List Of SHAES (PDS-1) .eeeeiiiiiieeeeeee e eeeerrrre e et e se e e s mnmenassstee s s s e s nsnsrrnns 11
Index by Field NUMDET ....ooooiiiiiiirere e cee e e e e rae e aes 12
Index by Publication NUMDET .......cccooieiiiiiiiiiiiieeiee e ccccriieeeer e e eeeceerecoeeee e e s s asansess 17

. Introduction (Giorgio Buccellati and Marilyn Kelly-Buccellati).........cooeevinvveriinenninnnnns 21
1.1 EBarlieT WOTK ..ocoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiece ettt eeer e e s erseeseeenee s essatesonsssssanesessssannnns 21

1.2 The Mozan Archaeological Project ........ccccccoveveiriroimiiiiinininiieiecssiessennns 23

1.3 Results and PersPeCliVES ........cc.eeeeecieeeerimrereeineesemeecesaneeesssaneesssssnsssnssnansense 25

1.4 AcCKnOWIEGAZMENLS ..........immiiiiiiieicieieei e ceececcererr e e e eee s e e ssmsssanasess e essesean 27

. Scope of the research (Giorgio Buccellati)........ccccoviivieiiieinnecccieneenane fererreereereeeeeeaenns 29
2.1 Environmental conSiderations ..............cccccecivvereeeeeereernreerrereeenneersssssssssssnensenns 29

2.2 Historical cONSIAErAtONS .............cccceeiiiiviereiiieieneasieesoeeeesmesenseessssssssssssnnensnes 31

2.3 Archaeological cONSIAErations .............ccccieieeeeeiceeieeeeeerreceereenssessssssssnaenssnns 36

2.4 Methodological CONSIAETALIONS .......c.ceeeeceeriiieeecesireeeeeecr e ees e staecneeesens 39

. The High Mound: Introduction and Surface Collection (Marilyn Kelly-Buccellati)...... 43
T 615 (0 0 11 o1 1) | SRRSO 43

3.2 Distributional PAIEINS .......cccveeererrerreriersiieeeeioetesiceroneessstessssnsssssessosnnesssrsanes 44

3.3 CONCIISIONS cuuuuiiiiieeeeeiiiiieeeiietere e eeeeeereseeen e eeeeesesasasssssassansesenassansnnaases 45

3.4 Mozan Ware desCriPLONS .......ccceeeeceericerrererueeenerereereeessissssssresssnssssssassans 45

3.5 A note on mapping (Steven Hughey) ....ccocooiiiiiiriiniiiniiireeeennne 47

. The Outer City: Introduction and Surface Collection (Judith Thompson-Miragliuolo).. 49
4.1 Introduction (Giorgio Buccellati and Marilyn Kelly-Buccellati)...................... 49

4.2 Surface CONECHOM .....oicciviieeieiieeiieeiice e ecerr e e e e et et e e e s e e s e neee s s s saabnssene 50

4.3 Relative PErCentAZES .......ccceeccreeerrmeersrensserenueeeanoeesssnessneesessnmssssssssssnssssssnses 53

4.4 Distributional PALEINS ..........cccoceiiiieeiiiecieernrersisseeeessereseessseresssssnesssssnnness 55



6 Table of Contents

5. Soundings on the High MOUNd .......c.ccccoviiiiiriimiieninretece st ceee e secsassseeseecanene 57
5.1 Introduction (Giorgio Buccellati and Marilyn Kelly-Buccellati) ..................... 57
5.2 The stone building in Area B (Giorgio Buccellati) ........ccoccecmrmrermniceirenane 59
5.2.1 Horizontal artiCulation ........c...ceeveeeecimuireemeacceernriereesseeeerneee e asennees 59
5.2.2 Main stratigraphiC SEQUENCE ......cccccccvveeeeveerererenveneaniesrasaneesansssssssanes 60
5.2.3 Artifact disStribution ..........cccccecccniiniiieeiicieneiee e e crnresee et 61
5.3 Le mur d’enceinte, Arca K (Guy Bunnens and Arlette Roobaert) ................ 61
5.3.1 Les restes ViSiDIES ......ccccecuiiirrieeienimiiineeieeinnreseesstossueeeaessrsinnenae 62
5.3.2 Les SONAAZES ..oeveeeeriiinvnrreeiineireraereieeeeereteeessesseseserassssnessrssnteseeenss 63
6. Artifacts from the Excavations (Marilyn Kelly-Buccellati) ....c.cocecveeevvccncinienenerunecrceeces 65
6.1 TRE CETAMUICS ..coceriruiireeieiiieeiiesveeeieiieeeee e et tveeee e e s aestaeessesneesseeansseseesssesaasane 65
6.2 The $eal IMPIESSIONS ......ccoveeeeiicrvreeeriiieiieressreesesiueeseressssssrassssssesessesasssaseosseees 67
6.2.1 INrOAUCLION ....occcciiiiiieeiertiree e s eereesesereeesuree s sbes s sree e e 67
6.2.2 TEChNIQUE ....oveeieiimreeiiiieiieeect e ere e e enrese st e s sesee s e meeesesesaeseenas 68
6.2.3 The Catalog ...cccoceeveiveeeiieeceeeeiee e e e ee e e e e eessere et e seseseeesnt 69
6.2.3.1 Door sealings from K1 .........coriiiiiiniicvneisceinenns 69
6.2.3.2 Door sealings from K2 ........c.coiieivinniinneninnnen 79
6.2.3.3 Other sealed ObJECLS ....cccccorvuirerrceniiiiveciiiieniiseescr s 79
6.2.3.4 CONCIUSIONS .eocccereeeieeceiireniieeeeetreaeeeiteeessesessasasnanemesecenns 80
6.3 OLhEr ODJECIS .cvreriieeiicieiieieeiece et et eeeecte e et e s ese e eseseemnese e st s esnasseaeesataneansens 81
7. Samples from the EXCAVAUONS ...ccoccoooiiiuieeiiiciiiiiieeieeaicreeseeeecereessesseeansreseseseeanans 83
7.1 Paleobotanical samples from the City Wall (Kathleen Galvin) ..................... 83
7.1.1 Sample One — K1.2..cooiiiiecieeereieeereeceeeereaeee e e s en e saes 83
7.1.2 Sample Two — KL 14uooiiciiiieieeeecncctnrtceces st ssr e srneens 84
7.1.3 Cultural INFErENCES ......cceoceroieiriireenreneenreseeesierateseeearnsiseessesssessuas 86
7.2 “C determinations (Linda Mount-Willidms) .............ceceeveerermiveereeesesreseeiesresaens 86
8. ReGIONAl SUIVEY ...oeiiiiiieieiiece ettt ee e ereeaeeee e et e s s e e ssaessease e anasastieneeeseenanas 89
8.1 Introduction (Giorgio Buccellati and Marilyn Kelly-Buccellati) ............c......... 89
8.2 Tell Shermola (Amouda): Reconnaissance préliminaire
(Guy Bunnens and Arlette ROODACTL)....cc.ovvueveeererinrverenieeneeseennanessvesscenssereecsnees 90
8.2.1 Etendue du Site aNtiQUE .........coeoessevemreereresesersansnssesanssssrsassssens 90
8.2.2 Le terlre ...oveeveeereiereieeeeeeneecrteestnnasenens treeresenr e bt esne e eanns 91
8.2.3 Céramique el datalion ............cceeeeeeeevreevivveeernemreremreeseeeesessnesanaessesns 91
9. ADPPENAICES ..eeeivieiiieeiieeieeeiiee et eeettee e e eeseseee e i eeeeseessaressastst s e e abaareseare e e sentsaererensenns 93
9.1 Comments on the Urkish Lion Pegs (Oscar Muscarella) ..........cccovervrueenense 93
9.1.1 Metal analysis (Pieter MEYETIS)......ccoeimmrrrarecerrarreseennssmmnrrmnnaseesssenses 99
9.2 COMPUIET APPHCALIONS ...evecveeeneeiierertieeseiieseenteeesseessne e reesasersarsssasessesanseessennns 100
9.2.1 Introduction (Giorgio Buccellati) ........ccocveeviiiivcinirnccnnenincicenees 100
9.2.2 CAD Reconstructions of the building in Area B (Andrea Parker)... 101
REfCIENICES........oietiteteeeee ettt e et et s e aa e bs st s aeeaaeaaseeeenaas 105
FAGUIES.....oeiiiiiiiiitee sttt rta e ee e eae e br e e eaessae e esesbesta e e s anesennassrasesbereneen following 113

PIALES.......oeenreeiecetieteeee e e ettt eeee e et eeeeeea st ee e e eesasesaeenmeesaeeeaseaeneesessenneeeenenen following 158



	3. The High Mound: Introduction and Surface Collection
	3.1 Introduction
	3.2 Distributional patterns
	3.3 A note on mapping - Stephen M. Hughey

	References
	Figures
	Plates
	Book Cover
	Front Matter
	Abstract
	Preface
	Table of Contents



