
2. The archaeological context - M. Liverani 

2.1 General setting 

During the 6th season in Tell Mozan (May-June 1990), a new operation was 
started in the Northern area of the mound (area F; operation F1; cf. Fig. 1).8 The 
operation was carried on in squares of 5 by 5 meters in size, with no baulks, ex- 
cavated in a checkered fashion in order to temporarily preserve the sections to be 
drawn. Four such squares were originally opened in order to obtain an area of 10 
by 10 meters, eventually enlarged for practical needs to cover a total area of 10 
by 12.50 meters (Fig. 2). 

The area selected for excavation is located on the left (i.e. western) flank of an 
erosion gully leading northwards to the edge of the High Mound, sufficiently in- 
side the mound to avoid meeting the interior of the city-wall. The absolute eleva- 
tions of F1 (from ca. 489 to 486) are roughly mid-way between the top of the 
mound (area B is ca. 499-498) and the Outer City (ca. 480). 

This area had been selected for excavation in the hope that the levels of the 
first half of the third millennium (“Ninevite 5” horizon) could be reached more 
easily there, than in the central part of the mound (because of its higher absolute 
e le~a t ion)~  or in the outer slopes of the mound (because of the presence of the 
city wall).lo The surface collection of sherds had also revealed a relatively higher 

%he work was supervised by Mario Liverani, with the assistance of Prof. Lucio Milano, Dr. 
Barbara Cifola, and Miss Alessandra Asteriti. When the tablets were found, Lucio Milano acted 
also as epigraphist. In the present report , all the f- and i- numbers refer to the season MZ6 and the 
area F1. 

’Area B, cf. G. Buccellati in Mozun I, pp. 59-61 and M. Kelly-Buccellati ibid., pp. 65-66. 

“Area K, cf. G. Bunnens and A. Roobaert in Mozun I, pp. 61-64; M. Kelly-Buccellati ibid., pp. 
67-81. 
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(though certainly low in absolute terms) presence of Ninevite 5 fragments in the 
north-western portion of the mound.11 

Although these assumptions proved to be partly wrong in the course of excava- 
tion, area F1 turned out to be particularly interesting for different reasons. The 
slope of the gully was only partly modelled by erosion, and basically stood on a 
terraced structure clearly adapted to a slope already existing in the mid-third mil- 
lennium B.C. It is still possible that, behind and underneath the terraced struc- 
ture, the Ninevite 5 levels will eventually be reached. For the moment however 
we are dealing with the same general horizon (metallic/simple ware, although a 
later variety of each) already met in the central mound (Area B) and in the outer 
slope (city wall: Area K) which can be dated to the second half of the 3rd millen- 
nium. 

2.2 Stratigraphy of area F1 

The general stratigraphy of area F1 is rather simple (Fig. 3). The materials 
have not yet been completely studied, however; even the excavation itself is still 
to be continued in order to reach satisfactory results. We can provide here only a 
few preliminary and quite general comments, in order to place the tablets in their 
proper archaeological context. 

The upper strata,12 consisting of washed down materials, to an average depth 
of ca. 50-60 cm., follow the incline of the present slope. Quite clearly they ac- 
cumulated in the absence of containing structures, so that no horizontal stratifica- 
tion is present. These layers, although unstratified (and also notably degraded by 
deep roots and rodents holes), cover a long period of time: most probably extend- 
ing from the beginning of the 2nd millennium B.C. up until modem times. Some 
burials (f 15,26,28,81) had been dug in this upper layer, at various depths; at the 
bottom are a couple of crescent-like stone structures (f 100, 126), the probable 
remains of huts or shelters, partly cut into the slope. 

Under these layers and structures which follow the incline of the present slope, 
other strata follow which are horizontal in deposition, and are connected to or 
based upon a terraced structure which gives the slope its present outline (and is 

"M. Kelly-Buccellati in Mozun I ,  p. 44. Also obsidian fragments are more frequently met in 

I2Features 95,10,19,11,16 in the section published as Fig3. 

the same area. 
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in its turn most probably containing anci regularizing an earlier slope). The ter- 
race wall is built up of a mud-brick c x e  (f 70, 115), with an outer revetment in 
stone (f 31, 75) towards the “down-stairs” rooms, and an inner pisCe fill (f 68) 
covered with stones (f 30,67,82) leveling the “up-stairs” area. 

The architectural and stratigraphic interpretation of the “down-stairs” area 
(north-east of the retaining wall) is quite easy. A h e  of two store-rooms (f 77 
and 125) lie: adjacent to, and is protected by, the terrace wall. A second line 
probably of kitchen rooms (f 129 and 130) lies further north and is still un- 
excavated (but the tops of two tannurs, f 87 and 128, already appear). The two 
store-rooms have been excavated down to the floors: one completely (f 93 is the 
floor of f  77), the other only in part (f 123 is the floor of f  125). They contain a 
full collection of ceramic vessels, all of them in situ on the floors or beriches, and 
sealed under the burnt collapse of roof and walls. 

The interpretation of the “up-stairs” area (south and west of the retaining 
wall) is more complex. As already mentioned, the space between the earlier slope 
and brick wall had been filled with brichc material and a row of stones. Behind 
them, i! compacted horizontal layer (f 73), of notable thickness, is probably to be 
interpreted as the original levelling (floor plus subfloor13) of the upper terrace - 
possibly an open area. Above such a compact layer, some stone structures have 
been built (f 56+57,27+29,59), which cannot be satisfactorily understood before 
the dig is extended further south. They should belong to a slightly later period 
than the building of the terraced structure (retaining wall plus f 73): but to a per- 
iod when the store-rooms (f 77 and 125) were still in use. The same destruction 
should have affected at the same time both the “upper” structures and the 
“lower” store-rooms. As far as we know at present (most o f f  73 is still to be 
cleared), the upper floor had no vessels resting on it, and contained very few 
sherds. For the moment its date is therefore partly dependent on that of the 
store-rooms, but it is to be hopec that a second campaign in F1, by enlarging the 
dig southwards, will provide the necessary elements for an independent dating. 

‘%e compact layer is ca. 50 cm. thick; in the section published here (Fig. 3) f 73 is properly 
the floor, f 108 the sub-floor. 
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2.3 The ceramic horizon 

In the two storerooms protected by the retaining wall, a large number of ves- 
sels have been found in situ on the floors and on the benches: about 50 in f77 and 
about 15 in the excavated portion of f125. A large repertory of types and sizes is 
present: large storage jars, medium and small jugs, a variety of goblets and bowls, 
as well as some stone tools. 

A careful study of this material has, of course, to be postponed until the ex- 
cavation is completed (possibly in the 1992 campaign), the vessels have been fully 
restored and drawn, and some analysis has been carried out. For the moment, a 
preliminary examination of a part of the vessels (the large jars are still to be 
restored) points to a late metallic ware horizon. The best parallels are provided 
by the so-called “Akkadian” levels in Tell BrakI4, and also in other sites of the 
Upper Habur area, such as Chaghar Bazar and TeIl Leilan - while sites (like 
Tell Khuera) occupied only to the end of the ED I11 period, provide a different 
picture. It is true that some forms in the ceramic inventory off 77+ 125 go back to 
earlier traditionsfi. But on the other hand the large jars, with their wavy lines and 
rope decoration, seem to point to later developments. All in all, a date in the Ak- 
kadian period seems to fit best with our material, at least at this preliminary stage 
of our study. In comparison to the other areas already excavated in Mozan, F1 f 
77+125 is clearly later than the ED I11 burnt deposit (f 16) of area K16, and 
should be located in between the early floor (ED 111) and the later laminations 
(Ur 111) of the stone founded temple in area B.17 

Apart from the ceramic inventory of f 77+ 125, found in situ on the floors, 
more pottery fragments were obviously found in the accumulation above both the 
lower storerooms (f 23+32 in the section of Fig. 3) and the upper area (f 37+47 
in the same section). A few sherds were also found in the very small part of f 73 
already removed. All this material, although necessarily mixed and in secondary 

14Cf. K. Fielden, Iraq 39 (1977), pp. 245-255; J. Oates, Iraq 44 (1982), pp. 205-219; more 
“Akkadian” material has been found in the last seasons. 

% particular a large jug (i 114) has good parallels in ED 111 Brak (Iruq 44 (1982), p. u)9: 4 
and 17) and Khuera (H. Kiihne, Die Keramik vom Tell Chuera, Berlin 1976, Abb. 31 and 35); and an 
incised jug (i 137) goes back to a form belonging to the “fine, no 111) in Leilan (G.M. Schwartz,A 
Ceramic Chronology j b m  Tell Leilan, I, New Haven 1988, fig. 47: 4). 

16M. Kelly-Buccellati, Mozan I ,  pp. 66-67. 

I7Ibid., p. 65. 
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emplacement, belongs quite consistently to the same “late metallic ware” 
horizon, with very few earlier or later inclusions. But an inner chronology of such 
material is largely dependent on the recovery of well-sealed primary emplace- 
ments like that of the storerooms. 

2.4 The findspot of the tablets 

The two tablets i 121 and i 122 were found together, inside f 73, the compact 
layer referred to previously (Illustr. 3.).7’heir horizontal position (as marked in 
Fig. 2) is not far from the head of a stone wall (f 82) belonging to the upper ar- 
rangement of the terraced structure. The two tablets (and a broken goblet, i 119, 
in upside-down position) were partly covered by two large fragments of jars (i 
108) (Illustr. 9). No trace of a pit was visible, and the soil including the tablets 
was quite hard, so the possibility that we are dealing with a later inclusion in the 
already existing compact floor can be ruled out. 

It is to be acknowledged that this arrangement of the tablets is not devoid of 
problems: during excavation the possibility was duly taken into account, that the 
tablets had been intentionally buried and covered with the jar fragments. But the 
impression is clearly that the two tablets (and the broken goblet) had been al- 
ready discarded when included in the floorlsub-floor f 73. Also, the jar fragments 
were not properly covering them, and their association is the result of pure 
chance. Most of the area in which the compact layer f 73 extends is remains to be 
cleared and eventually removed in order to ascertain whether more discarded 
material is embedded in the floor and sub-floor. 

Although the work is still in progress and further clarification will certainly be 
obtained in the next campaign (by completing the excavation of the entire build- 
ing), we decided to publish immediately the tablets and their provisional strati- 
graphic context. It is already certain that the tablets belong to an “Akkadian” 
level; their more precise relation to the storerooms and their well datable 
ceramic inventory will be more exactly described in the final report. For the mo- 
ment, the tablets seem to belong to the construction plzase of the terraced struc- 
ture (provided that they are included into f 73, and that f 73 is the original floor 
of the upper terrace): in this case, they should be (slightly?) earlier than the 
ceramic inventory of the storerooms, belonging to their destruction phase. 



4. References 

AAN E. Cassin and J.-J. Glassner, Anthroponimie et anthropologie de Nuzi, V O ~ .  1. Les 
anthroponimes, Malibu 1977. 

AOAT 311 0. Loretz, Texte aus Chagar Bazar und Tell Brak, Teil 1, (Alter Orient und Altes Testa- 
ment, Band 3), Neukirchen-Vluyn 1%9. 

AIT DJ.  Wiseman, TheAIalakh Tablets, London 1953. 

Borker-Klahn, J. 
1982 Altvorderasiatische Bildstelen und vergleichbare Felsreliefs, Mainz. 

ChS I/1 V. Haas, Die Serien itkahi und itkalzi des AZU-Priesters, Ritualefiir TdmiSani und 
Tatuhepa sowie weitere Texte rnit Bezug auf TaSmiSarn (Corpus der Hurritischen 
Sprachdenkmler. I. Abteilung: die Texte aus Bogazkiiy, Band l), Roma 1984. 

CT Cuneifomt Tats from Babylonian Tablets in the British Museum, London 18% ff. 

Dossiers G. Buccellati and M. Kelly- Buccellati, “Tell Mozan,” Les dossiers d’ArchkoIogie 155 
(1990) 18-23. 

FAOS 7 IJ. Gelb and B. Kienast, Die altakkadischen finigsinschnften des dritten Jahttausendr 
v.Chr. (Freiburger Altorientalische Studien, Band 7), Stuttgart 1990. 

Fossey, Ch. 
1926 Manuel d’hsyriologie, Vol. 11, Park 1926. 

HS IJ. Gelb, Hunians and Subarians (The Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago. 
Studies in Ancient Oriental Civilization, No. 22), Chicago 1944. 

I lT Inventaire des tablettes de Tell0 conservkes au Musk Ihpkrial Ottoman, Park 1910-1921. 

Kelly-Buccellati, M. 
1990a “Three Seasons of Excavation at Tell Mozan,” in S. Eichler, M. Widler, D. Warburton, 

TaN al-Hamidiya 2, Orbis Biblicus et Orientalis: Series Archaeologica 6, Giittingen 

“A New Third Millennium Sculpture from Mozan,” in A. Leonard and B. Williams, 
eds., Essays in Ancient Civilination Presented to Helene I. Xantor, SAOC 47, Chicago, 

1990,119-132. 
1990b 

149-54, PI. 26. 

MAD 1 IJ. Gelb, Sargonic Tewts from the Diyala Region (Materials for the Assyrian Dictionary, 
No. l), Chicago 1952. 



28 L. Milano [SMS 5/1 

UAD 2 IJ. Gelb, Old Akkadian Writing and Grammar (Materials for the Assyrian Dictionary, 
No. 2), Chicago 1%12. 

MAD 3 IJ. Gelb, Glossary of Old Akkadian (Materials for the Assyrian Dictionary, No. 3), Chi- 
cago 1957. 

UAD 5 IJ. Gelb, Sargonic Tats in the Ashmolean Museum, Oxfod (Materials for the Assyrian 
Dictionary, No. 5), Chicago 1970. 

Moortgat, Anton 
1959 Archaologische Forschungen der Mar Freihem von Oppenheim-Stiftung im nordlichen 

Mesopotamien 1956, Koh. 

Moortgat, Anton and Ursula Moortgat-Correns 
1976 Tell Chuera in Nordost-Synen: Vorlaujiger Bencht iiber die siebente Grabungskampagne 

1974, Berlin. 

Mozan I G. Buccellati and M. Kelly-Bucccllati, Mozan 1. The Soundings of the First Two Seasons 
(Bibliotheca Mesopotamica, Vol. 20), Malibu 1988. 

NPN IJ. Gelb, P.M. Purves and A.A. MacRae, Nuzi Personal Names (The University of Chi- 
cago Oriental Institute Publications, Vol. 57), Chicago 1943. 

Oates, Joan 
1986 “Tell Brak: The Uruk/Early Dynastic Sequence,” in Uwe Finkbeiner and Wolfgang 

Rollig, eds., eemdat Nasr Period or Regional Style?, Wiesbaden. 

OSP 1 A. Westenholz, Old Sunierian and Old Akkadian Texts in Philadelphia Chiefly from Nip- 
pur. Part One: Literary and Laical Texts and The Earliest Administrative Documents 
from Nippur (Bibliotheca Mesopotamica, Vol. l),  Malibu 1975. 

OSP 2 A. Westenholz, Old Sunienan and Old Akkadian Texts in Philadelphia. Part Two: The 
‘Xkkadian” Tats, the Enlilemaba Tats, and the Onion Archive (The Carsten Niebuhr 
Institute Publications, Vol. 3), Copenhagen 1987. 

PTU F. Grondahl, Die Personennanien der Tate aus Ugarit (Studia Pohl, Vol. l), Roma 1%7. 

R TC F. Thureau-Dangin, Recueil de tablettes chaldkennes, Paris 1903. 

SAB 2 G. Buccellati, G. and M. Kelly-Buccellati, “Tell Mozan,” Syian Archaeology Bulletin, 2 
P V ,  PP- 47. 

Sh T J. Laess~e, The Shemshtira Tablets. A Preliniinary Report, Kobenhavn 1959. 

USP B.R. Foster, Umma in the Sargonic Period (Memoirs of the Connecticut Academy of 
Arts and Sciences, Vol. a), Hamden 1982. 

Wilhelm, G. 
1982 Gnmakiige der Geschichte und Kultur der Huniter, Darmstadt 1982. 



19911 Motan 2. Zle Epigraphic Finds of the Sixth Season 29 

Figure 1 
Site plan of Mozan 
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Figure 2 
F1: Floor plan 
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Figure 4 
Third millennium epigraphic finds from Northern Syro-Mesopotamian sites 

Figure 5 
1112 1: Obverse (?) (1:l) 
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Figure 6 
M2 2: Obverse (1:l) 
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Figure 7 
M2 2: Reverse (1:l) 
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Figure 8 
Early third millennium ceramics from grave Obl 

a-d: Metallic ware cups; e: Ninevite V deep bowl; f: Scarlet ware stand 
Field numbers: a: Ob1.25; b: Ob1.26; c: Ob1.57; d: Ob1.36; e: Ob1.47; f: Ob1.52 
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