


SANEM 3
_______________________________________________________________________________

StudieS on the Ancient neAr eASt And the MediterrAneAn



SANEM

StudieS on the Ancient neAr eASt And the MediterrAneAn 

introduction to the editoriAl SerieS

The SANEM editorial series, ‘Studies on the Ancient Near 

East and the Mediterranean’, is the oficial channel for 
the scientiic monographic studies of  CAMNES, Center 
for Ancient Mediterranean and Near Eastern Studies, 

created with the support of  the publishing house Arbor 
Sapientiae of  Rome.

The logo of  the series, a chimera with wings, was chosen 
as a symbolic embodiment of  the close connections and 
merging traits of  Eastern and Western cultures. Indeed, 
the iconography of  the chimera was born within the 
Classical ambit, but its roots are to be found in the Near 
East as the examples found in Ebla (18th century BCE) 
and in Carchemish (11-9th century BCE) demonstrate.

Works of  signiicant scientiic value are published in the 
SANEM series regarding the broad ields of  archaeology, 
anthropology, history, philology and art history of  the 
ancient past of  the Near Eastern and Mediterranean 
cultural areas. Particular attention is devoted to modern 
methods of  investigation for the reconstruction and 
the interpretation of  these cultures in a time span that 
stretches from prehistory to the Classical period.

According to the principles of  CAMNES, the SANEM 
series is ideal not only for established scholars but also 
for the publication of  the works of  young researchers at 
the beginning of  their academic careers and their research 
projects.

Given the international context in which CAMNES 
operates, the works of  the series are predominantly 
published in English, and subjected to double-blind peer 
review by the SANEM Scientiic Committee, created 
speciically for the editorial series. In special cases 
CAMNES may also rely on a peer review outside the 
Scientiic Committee.

All volumes in the series are published following an 
irregular chronological sequence and are issued in paper 
and in digital editions.

introduzione AllA Serie editoriAle

La serie editoriale SANEM, Studies on the Ancient Near 

East and the Mediterranean, nasce come sede uficiale delle 
pubblicazioni scientiiche monograiche del CAMNES, 
Center for Ancient Mediterranean and Near Eastern Studies, per 
iniziativa del centro studi e grazie al supporto della casa 
editrice Arbor Sapientiae di Roma.

Il logo della serie, una chimera alata, è stato scelto 
come incarnazione simbolica delle strette connessioni e 
delle reciproche inluenze tra le culture d’Oriente e quelle 
d’Occidente. Infatti, l’iconograia della chimera nasce in 
ambito Classico, ma le sue radici sono da ricercare nel 
Vicino Oriente come dimostrano gli esempi ritrovati a Ebla 
(XVIII secolo a.C.) e a Karkemish (XI-IX secolo a.C.).

Nei SANEM sono pubblicate opere di signiicativo 
valore scientiico inerenti l’archeologia, l’antropologia, 
la storia, la ilologia e la storia dell’arte, con particolare 
attenzione ai moderni metodi di indagine volti alla 
ricostruzione e all’interpretazione dell’antico passato delle 
grandi aree culturali del Vicino Oriente e del Mediterraneo, 
in un arco cronologico che si estende dalla preistoria, 
passando per la protostoria, ino al periodo classico.

Secondo i principi ispiratori del CAMNES, i SANEM 
sono la sede editoriale ideale non solo per studiosi 
affermati, ma anche per la pubblicazione del lavoro dei 
giovani ricercatori all’inizio delle loro carriere accademiche 
e dei loro progetti di ricerca.

Dato il contesto internazionale nel quale opera 
CAMNES, salvo eccezioni, le opere della serie sono 
pubblicate in inglese, e sottoposte a double-blind peer 

review (autore e revisore saranno anomini) dal Comitato 
Scientiico del SANEM, creato appositamente per la serie 
editoriale. In casi particolari CAMNES può avvalersi anche 
di un referaggio esterno al Comitato Scientiico.

Tutti i volumi della serie, che sono pubblicati senza 
una cadenza cronologica regolare, hanno un’edizione 
cartacea e un’edizione digitale.

Guido Guarducci, Stefano Valentini

(Direzione CAMNES)



BETWEEN SYRIA AND THE HIGHLANDS

STUDIES IN HONOR OF 

GIORGIO BUCCELLATI & MARILYN KELLY-BUCCELLATI

Stefano Valentini - Guido Guarducci 

(editors)

Arbor  SApientiAe

e d i t o r e



SANEM

StudieS on the Ancient neAr eASt And the MediterrAneAn 

peer-reviewed internAtionAl SerieS

International Scientiic Committee: Giorgio Buccellati, Giovanni Alberto Cecconi, Massimo Cultraro, Ian Hodder, 
Salima Ikram, Nicola Laneri, Mario Liverani, Daniele Morandi Bonacossi, Vincenzo 
Palleschi, Annamaria Ronchitelli, Adam Thomas Smith 

Editorial Board: Maria Elisa Garcia Barraco, Guido Guarducci, Valentina Santini, Stefano Valentini                

Bibliographical Reference: vAlentini, S., GuArducci, G. (Eds), Between Syria and the Highlands. Studies in Honor of  Giorgio  
Buccellati and Marilyn Kelly-Buccellati, Studies on the Ancient Near East and the Mediterranean 

(SANEM 3), Arbor Sapientiae Editore, Roma 2019.

_________________________________

© 2019 - Arbor Sapientiae Editore S.r.l.
Via Bernardo Barbiellini Amidei, 80 

00168 Roma (Italia) - tel. 06 887567202
www.arborsapientiae.com
info@arborsapientiae.com

redazione@arborsapientiae.com
ISBN: 978-88-31341-01-1



Nippur, 1966.





TABLE OF CONTENTS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS X

FOREWORD XI

GIORGIO BUCCELLATI & MARILYN KELLY-BUCCELLATI XIII

AUTHOR BIOGRAPHIES XXV

MAAMoun Ab  dulkAriM, AfAf lAilA

Ruweiha, a Village from Northern Syria During Byzantine Period: Study of Preservation 
of Domestic Architecture 1

neville Agnew, MArthA deMAS

Integrating Conservation, Archaeology, and Community at Tell Mozan (Urkesh) 15

SilviA AlAurA

The Wandering Life of the Hittite Seal Dresden ZV 1769 at the End of the 19th Century: 
New Archival Light 21

MohAMMed AlkhAlid

Tales from the Desert Nomads: From Textual Sources till Gertrude Bell’s Letters 33

AlfonSo Archi

Šamagan and the Mules of Ebla. Syrian Gods in Sumerian Disguise 38

Piotr Bieliński, Dorota Bielińska
A Tale of Two Temples of the Ninevite 5 Period 56

lucA boMbArdieri

Give a Man a Fish or Teach Him How to Fish? Situated Learning and the Emergence of 
Communities of Practice in Bronze Age Eastern Mediterranean and the Near East 61

MArco bonechi

How Kirta’s Love for Blue-Eyed Hurriya Clariies Ebla Ophtalmic Terms and the 3rd 
Column of the ‘Barton Cylinder’ 69

federico buccellAti

Houses of Nippur: An Architectural Study using EnCAB 85

AMAliA cAtAgnoti

Symbol of Wisdom, Decorated with Earrings: The Ear in the Ebla Texts 92

doMinique chArpin

Quelques Aspects Méconnus du Statut et du Rôle des Quartiers-bâbtum dans les Villes 
Paléo-Babyloniennes 100

cAitlin chAveS YAteS

Tell Mozan’s Outer City in the Third Millennium BCE 113



MArtA d’AndreA, AgneSe vAccA

Alike but Different. Drinking Vessels in the Eastern Mediterranean around 2500-
2000 BC 122

vittoriA dAll’ArMellinA, elenA rovA

Beasts and Wine. Zoomorphic Vessels and the Northern Corridor of the Near East 139

ritA dolce

On the Basalt Base from Susa (Sb5): A Reinterpretation 155

erneStine S. elSter

The Scepter of Sitagroi and Early Bronze Age Symbols of Power 161

StefAniA erMidoro

The Repentant God in the Flood Story. A Comparison Between When Gods Were Men and 
Genesis 6-9 168

diAne fAvro

The Roman Bridge over the Chabinas: Meaning in Infrastructure 175

cAndidA felli

Ladies and Cups: A Reconsideration of some Akkadian Artefacts from Northern Syria 186

ellerY frAhM

Seen Through a Glass Darkly: Reexamining Connections Between Mesopotamia and the 
Caucasus 198

pelio fronzAroli

About the Eblaite Names of the “Cultic Journey” 212

thoMAS gAMkrelidze

La Patria Protoindeuropea e le Migrazioni Indeuropee 217

rick hAuSer

Learning from Canis 203. Impressions of an Absent Artifact 219

frAnk hole, Yukiko tonoike

Traces of Third Millennium Pastoralism in the Jebel Abd al-Aziz Region 227

MArtA luciAni

Between Enduring Symbols and Elite Identity: New Glyptic Evidence from Nuzi 238

YASMine MAhMoud

Through the Eyes of the Ancients. The Perception of Beauty in 3rd Millennium Syria 255

MASSiMo MAiocchi

Thoughts on Ancient Textual Sources in Their Current Digital Embodiments 262

MAriA grAziA MASetti-rouAult, olivier rouAult

Les Murs de Kilizu 269

pAolo MAtthiAe

A Note on Lions at Temple Entrances in Old and Middle Syrian Temples 279

StefAniA MAzzoni

Up and Down in Early Syrian Palaces: Spaces of Power Performance and Economic 
Wealth 285



MAriA gAbriellA MicAle

Some Considerations on Walter Andrae’s “Urformen des Kultbaues”, in Mensch und 
Baukunst. Eine Correspondenz 2 (1953): 1-5, or rather…On a Hidden Grundthema of 
Archaeological Research  296

rAuf M. MunchAev, ShAhMArdAn n. AMirov

Collection of Seals from the Settlement of Tell Hazna 1 (Syria) 310

dAvide nAdAli

Miniatures of Wars: Fights, Skirmishes and Conlicts in Ancient Near Eastern Seals 317

lucA peYronel

Il ruggito del Leone. Qualche Osservazione sulle Immagini Ferine nel Mondo Siriano 
del III Millennio a. C. 323

frAnceS pinnock

A Game of Goddesses (and Thrones?). Some Relection about a Cylinder Seal Impression 
from the Royal Palace G of Ebla (ca. 2300 BC) 335

dAniel pottS

Wild Water Buffalo (Bubalus arnee [Kerr, 1792]) in the Ancient Near East 341

MArinA pucci, SebAStiAno Soldi

Going Red in The Iron Age II: The Emergence of Red-Slip Pottery in Northern Levant 
with Speciic Reference to Tell Ais, Chatal Höyük and Zincirli Höyük 352

MArco rAMAzzotti

Nel Segno di Ebla. Memoria Topologica per la Città del Trono al Centro delle Quattro 
Parti del Mondo 365

MonicA SMith

The Terqa Cloves and the Archaeology of Aroma 373

MArie-clAude tréMouille, roberto dAn

Between Philology and Archaeology. Some Comments on Urartian Landscape Management 378

willeke wendrich 
Placentas, Sieves and the Ancestors 388

diederik J. w. MeiJer

Giorgio Buccellati’s Critique and Archaeological Explanation 395



38

˻ltСouРС UrkТš (Tell εoгan), tСe eбtraorНТnarв 
capital of the 3rd millennium BC brought to light 
by Giorgio and Marilyn, was cut off from contact 
with Ebla by the geographical position of the state 
oП σaРar НurТnР tСe ηί вears (Мa βγἆί‒βγγη ˼έωέ) 
НoМumenteН bв tСe Eblaצs arМСТЯes, a seal аТtС an 
unusual sМene oП an ˻kkaНТan oПiМТal oП tСe tТme oП 
σaramάSТn oП ˻kkaН Сas establТsСeН an ТnНТreМt lТnk 
between the two cities. 

The seal, owned by an high official by the 
name oП IšarάbelТ (an ˻kkaНТan name), аas ПounН 
toРetСer аТtС tСat oП tСe ˻kkaНТan prТnМess 
Tarᵓamά˻РaНe, НauРСter oП σaramάSТn anН quТte 
probablв tСe spouse oП one “kТnР”, endan, of 
UrkТšέ TСe sМene represents a аaterάbuППalo 
moving forward from the left. Two gods stand 
in the middle. The second one holds on his left 
arm a small animal, probably a young equid, 
as an offering, and is introduced by the first 
god to a third god seated on the right. In front 
of the seated god an adult equid jumps towards 
his extended right arm. In presenting this seal, it 
Сas been suРРesteН tСat tСe equТН “аas probablв 
an onager or a hybrid, for the animal is short in 
stature and has the typical tail and mane of these 
anТmals”έ TСe teбts Пrom Tell ˼eвНar (σabaНa, 
of the kingdom of Nagar), and Ebla provide 
evidence for the breeding of hybrids. Moreover, a 
temple Тn ˻rea FS oП Tell ˼rak (σaРar) Сas been 
interpreted by the excavators as being possibly 
dedicated to Šakkan, the god of steppe animals. 
“SТnМe tСe pranМТnР equТН sСoаs no eЯТНenМe oП 
male genitals, we may assume the animal is a 
mare”, so tСat an attraМtТЯe СвpotСesТs Тs tСat “tСe 
IšarάbelТ seal Мelebrates a Пemale СвbrТН tСat Сas 
given birth ... the baby animal being carried by an 
attenНant РoН to be presenteН to tСe maТn НeТtвέ”1 

** Ibrέ, IέZέ + numeralμ “вear б oП tСe mТnТster IbrТum ή IbbТάгТkТr” 

“ύТЯen tСe СТРС artТstТМ qualТtв oП tСe НesТРn anН 
the carving (we may) assume that the seal cutter 
came from the south. It is even possible that also 
tСe seal oаner Мame Пrom ˻kkaН aММompanвТnР 
Tarᵓamά˻РaНe”έ TСe seal, СoаeЯer, “bears аСat 
Мan onlв be МСaraМterТseН as a nortСern motТП”έ2

TСe ТmportanМe oП equТНs Тn tСe soМТetв oП UrkТš 
Тs МonirmeН bв a remarkable anН unusual number oП 
iРurТnes oП equТНs reМoЯereН Пrom tСe irst loors oП 
the Royal Storehouse and from layers immediately 
atop them.3

The data from Ebla suggest that this god placed 
with every evidence in relation to an equid, and a 
water-buffalo which closes the scene at the opposite 
sТНe, maв be ТНentТieН аТtС ṣamaРanέ 

1. ŠaMagan at ebla

Twenty-two monthly documents of the two 
years preceding the destruction of Ebla account for 
the sheep assigned by the central administration 
Пor saМrТiМes anН МonsumptТonέ TСeв present tСree 
seМtТonsμ sСeep saМrТiМeН Тn tСe temples oП tСe МТtв, 
é-é dingir-dingir; sheep consumed at the Palace, 
sa.za

x
kiν anН sСeep saМrТiМeН or МonsumeН outsТНe 

the city by members of the central administration. 
DoМuments oП preЯТous montСs аere НestroвeНν a 
text (75.1630) gives the total of 36,892 sheep needed 
in a previous year).4

1 More probably, perhaps, an onager, that is a male E. hemionus, 
and a newborn hybrid.
2 Buccellati, Kelly Buccellati 2002, 22-25. For the traits identi-
fying this equid, reference was made to Moorey 1970, 37; the 
Нata Пrom Tell ˼eвНar аere presenteН bв Van δerberРСe 1λλθ, 
11βέ TСТs НeНТМatТon oП tСe temple oП Tel ˼rak, irst suРРesteН bв 
Oates, Oates 1993, 161-167, has been in part corrected in Oates, 
Oates 2001, 387-388.
3 TСese iРurТnes СaЯe been analвгeН bв ώauser βί1ηέ
4 Pettinato 1977, 260-262.

ṣ˻ε˻ύ˻σ ˻ σD TώE εUδES τF E˼δ  ˻
SYRI˻σ ύτDS Iσ SUεERI˻σ DISύUISE*

alfonso arCHi
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Abstract
TСe sМene on a seal Пrom UrkТš represents an equТН jumpТnР toаarН a seatТnР РoН, аСo maв be ТНentТieН аТtС 
Šamagan, the deity of the steppe animals also at Ebla, and a major one at Nabada (Tell Beydar). This proves that 
ṣamaРan аas a РoН oП σortСern εesopotamТaέ Ebla ТmporteН mules Пrom σaРar (Tell ˼rāk)μ СвbrТНs obtaТneН 
Тn tСe reРТons east oП tСe abur МrossТnР onaРers аТtС Пemale assesέ
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The registration which opens each of these monthly 
НoМuments МonМerns β sСeep Пor tСe РoН ṣamaРanμ dŠa-
ma-gan/ga-nu, аТtС a sТnРle eбМeptТonμ ἅηέγἆηἆ(+) 
(montС II), аСТМС starts ТnsteaН аТtС β sСeep ([1?+]1 
udu) for the Moon-god en.zu, while 75.2635, of 
the same month but of a different year, has again 
Šamagan.5 Notwithstanding this peculiar position, 
many other gods received many more animals, also on 
different occasions in the same month. The offerings 
for Šamagan, besides those prescribed for the start of 
tСe montС, are onlв tСose аСТМС Пolloаμ

75.2635 (month II) § β1μ γ sСeep Пrom (tСe Мroаn prТnМe) 
Irᵓaq-damu, nídba al

6
 sur

x
-bar.an

§ γ1μ β sСeep Пrom tСe sons oП tСe kТnР, 
nídba al

6
 sur

x
-bar.an-bar.an

ἅηέβη1θ(+) (montС V) § 1θμ β sСeep Пrom (tСe Мroаn prТnМe) 
Irᵓaq-damu, nídba in sikil dAš-da-bíl

ἅηέβηλἆ (montС VII) § 1ημ 1β sСeep Пrom tСe kТnР, níНba in 
ud nídba

§ ββμ 1 sСeep Пrom (tСe Мroаn prТnМe), 
nídba in ud nídba

75.2403 (month IX) § ηλμ β uНu
75.11365(+) (month IX § 1γμ β uНu Пrom tСe kТnР, níНba
75.2075 (month X) § 1βμ 1 uНu nТnНaάu

9
μ ṣamaРan (Пrom) 

the king, nídba

§ 4ίμ β uНu ТгТάРarμ ṣamaРan
75.2397 (month X) § 4ἅμ 1 uНu ТгТάРarμ ṣamaРan uРula 

sur
x
-bar.an ugula sur

x
-bar.an šuάНu

8

§ ηθμ 1 uНu nТnНaάu
9
μ ṣamaРan ni-da-

ba-du šuάНu
8

§ ηἅμ 1 uНu nТnНaάu
9
μ ṣamaРan I-da-ne 

šuάНu
8

In some of these passages additional information 
Тs proЯТНeНμ “oППerТnР on tСe oММasТon oП tСe (Нue) 
oППerТnР”έ In montС V tСe Мroаn prТnМe oППereН to 
ṣamaРan on tСe oММasТon oП (СТs) “purТiМatТon”, 
sТkТl, bв tСe РoН ˻štapТl (tСe relatТon betаeen 
these two gods is inexplicable). In month X fell the 
ПestТЯal oП tСe “braгТers”, ТгТάРar, аСen tСТs РoН also 
received a second and a third sheep offering, this 
time with a particular bread, ninda-u

9
 (МПέ ˻RET 

IX, 401); this offering was performed perhaps by 
overseers of the teams of the mules (nida-badu 
and Ida-ne), аСo “took Тn possessТon” (šuάНu

8
) the 

animals. This bread was given also to dne-la, a deity 
not otherwise known, together with a sheep from the 
queen (75.2075 § 53).

Peculiar to Šamagan was his relation to mules. In 
month II the crown prince and the other sons of the 
kТnР “saМrТiМeН sСeep Тn relatТon аТtС (tСeТr) teams oП 

5 Four of these documents have been published by Pettinato (Pet-
tТnato 1λἅλ)ν tСeв areμ ἅηέ1ἅθ4ν ἅηέβίἅην ἅηέββγἆν ἅηέ1ί1ί1(+)έ

mules”, níНba al
6
 sur

x
-bar.an-bar.an; in month X an 

offering was performed by the overseers of the teams of 
the mules, ugula sur

x
-bar.an ugula sur

x
-bar.an šuάНu

8
.

This direct relation of Šamagan with the mules of 
tСe МСarТots oП members oП tСe elТte inНs a peМulТar 
prooП Тn ἅηέ1λ1θ reЯέ ЯТТ 11‒1θμ “4 measures oП аool 
to make 1 chariot of Ibbi-zikir, (a certain) Šamagan 
Сas reМeТЯeН”, 4 “kin” sТkТ unken-ak 1 giŠ-gígir I-bí-
zi-kir Ša-ma-ga-an šuάba

4
-ti. The man to whom 

was entrusted the task of overseeing the making of 
a chariot for the minister is called simply Šamagan, 
surelв аТtС tСe omТssТon oП tСe irst element oП tСe 
name, as Тs tСe Мase oП a kТnР oП Ibubu Тn ˻ RET XIX 
10 § 21 (here below, § 2).

In all the other genres of texts Šamagan is 
mentТoneН Яerв rarelвέ ˻ ММorНТnР to eТРСt НoМuments 
of different months registering the distribution of 
clothes, garments were given to members of the 
šešάIIάТb МonПraternТtв present Тn paТrs Тn an oППerТnР 
Мeremonв to tСe РoНμ ˻ RET XX 1ἆ § 1ἆ (montС VII)ν 
εEE ἅ, βγ obЯέ Я 1λ‒ЯТ 1 (montС [б])ν ἅηέβγ4γ reЯέ Т 
1ί‒1η (montС I)ν ἅηέβηί4 obЯέ Т λ‒ТТ 4 (montС VII)ν 
ἅηέβηίη(+) obЯέ ЯТТ η‒1ί (montС IX)ν ἅηέβηββ reЯέ 
Я 1η‒ЯТ ἆ (montС [б])ν ἅηέ1ί1λ1 obЯέ ЯТ 14‒ЯТТ η 
(montС [б])ν ἅηέ1β4ἅί obЯέ ТТТצ γ‒1ί (montС [б])έ6 

˻ММorНТnР to ἅηέβγγγ (Ibrέ ίγ) obЯέ Тб ἆ‒1γ, tСe 
king expended 8 g of gold for a sheet to cover the 
face of the statue of the god, adding a garment; it 
is not indicated where this statue of Šamagan was 
plaМeНέ ˻ММorНТnР to ˻RET XIX 11 § βλ, ТnsteaН, a 
certain Mar-rúm reМeТЯeН a Рarment Пor “ṣamaРan oП 
en.ne”έ TСТs εarrum Пrom en.ne is mentioned also in 
ἅηέβ4θη (Ibrέ 1θ) reЯέ б 1‒4, beМause Сe reМeТЯeН ἅἆ Р 
of silver. en.ne, where Šamagan was worshiped, was 
a town belonging to Nagar,7 which precedes Kablul 
and Irritum (two cities east of the Euphrates region) 
Тn ˻ RET XIV θί (Ibrέ ίἅ) § βθέ

Minister Ibrium delivered (mu-du; Ibr. 14) a statue 
of a male ass plated with gold, presumably for the god 
ṣamaРan, ˻ RET XIV θἅ obЯέ ТТТ η‒IV βμ 1η Рín dilMun 
kù-gi nu

11
-za

11
 kun 2 ma-na 12 gín dilMun kù-gi nu

11
-za 

gaba 1 zag su an-dùl igi-nita “11ἅ Р oП РolН Пor platТnР 
the tail, 1.034 kg of gold for plating the breast (and) 1 
sТНe oП tСe boНв oП a statue oП a male ass”έ

2. dŠa-Ma-gan in personal naMes

Šamagan appears as theophoric element in few 
personal names. Who provided a chariot to the 

6  ˻major Нutв oП tСe šešάIIάТb МonПraternТtв аas to aММompanв 
tСe statue oП tСe РoН ᵓ˻Нabal on a journeв oП γλ Нaвs Тn tСe nortС 
of the country. Other members had to be present at cultic cer-
emonТes Пor otСer НeТtТes (˻rМСТ βίίβa, 4βά4γ)έ TСe passaРe Тn 
ἅηέ1ί1ηἅ(+) obЯέ ТЯ ἆ‒λ МonМerns also a Pσ аТtС tСe irst element 
omТtteНμ 1 РuάmuРάtúg 1 sal-túg 1 íb+III- túg gùn dŠa-ma-gan.
7 ˻rМСТ 1λλἆ, ἅέ
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minister Ibbi-zikir was named Ša-ma-ga-an (with the 
irst element omТtteНμ ἅηέ1λ1θ reЯέ ЯТТ 1ην aboЯe, § 
1). This is the only occurrence of the name of the god 
with the ending -ga-anέ ˻notСer man Пrom Ebla аas 
I-nu-dŠa-ma-ga-nu (˻RET IV 1γ reЯέ ТТТ η)έ 

ur- dŠa-ma-gan (˻RET VIII η41 бТб 1ἆ‒1λ) аas a 
man Пrom Uršaᵓum, north of Ebla.

Ì-lam-dŠa-ma-gan was a king of Ibubu at the 
time of the minister Ibrium. The yearly document 
˻RET II 1γ § 1 (Ibrέ ίθ) reРТsters tСat Сe НelТЯereН 
3 garments and 3 minas of silver when he went to 
Ebla to swear the oath of alliance in the temple of 
Kura (nam-tar é dKu-ra). The gift he received on that 
oММasТon Тs probablв mentТoneН Тn ˻RET XIX 1ί § 
β1μ “β mantles tСe motСer (oП tСe kТnР Сas РТЯen to) 
ṣamaРan, tСe kТnР oП Ibubu anН СТs spouse”, β túРάni.
ni ama-gal Ša-ma-gan en I-bu

16
-buki wa dam-sù. This 

tТme tСe sМrТbe sТmplТieН tСe unusual name oП tСe 
king writing only the theophoric element. Some lists 
of city-states suggest that Ibubu was located east of 
arran anН tСe ˼alТপέ ˻ notСer roвal name oП tСТs МТtв 
had the Moon as its theophoric element (below, § 3f).

I-ku- dŠa-ma-gan (RIεE 1, βίί1), tСat Тsμ Ikū(n)ά
Šamagan, was a king of Mari.

<I->kùn-dŠa-ma-gan (˻RET VIII ηβθ Тб θ‒ἅ), anН 
dŠa-ma-gan-be (εEE 1ί, β reЯέ ЯТТ λ‒1ί) аere tаo 
people (tСe seМonН one a merМСant, lúάkar) Пrom Dub 
(Tuba), a city close to the Euphrates.

Ir-mi-dŠa-ma-gan (˻RET IV γ § βγ) аas a son oП 
the king of Iritum (Irrite), a city immediately east of 
the Euphrates.

Puzur
4
-dŠa-ma-gan (˻RET VIII ηγ1 бТЯ βγ) аas 

quite probably a chief of Ibal, in the semi-arid region 
east of Qatna.

I-ti-dSa-ma-gan, аas a “representatТЯe oП a 
merМСant аСo traЯelleН bв boat”, maškТm Рaάeš

8
, 

presumably at the service of the king of Mari, based, 
therefore, in the region of the Middle Euphrates.8 It is 
mentioned in a document which registers tributes to 
EnnaάDaРan kТnР oП εarТ (ἅηέ1ηηλ obЯέ ЯТТТ ἆ, reЯέ ТТТ 
γ‒θ)έ TСТs name Тs attesteН also at ˻ bū ৡālābīkС (τIP 
λλμ γ4)μ I-ti-dŠa-gagan.

3. origin of tHe god ŠaMagan/Šakkan

Šamagan was considered at Ebla (as in 
Mesopotamia) the tutelary god of all the quadruped 
animals of the steppe, as is proven by the fact that 
the offering lists of sheep open regularly (with one 
exception) with a modest number of animals given 
to him. The sheep represented all these animals; 
direct protection over the mules, the most valuable 
equids, was however requested in particular cases (in 

8 TСe teбt Тs pubТsСeН Тn ˻ rМСТ 1λἆ1, 1ηηά1θ1ν Тt МonМerns trТbutes 
Пor εarТ at tСe tТme oП kТnР EnnaάDaРanέ σote tСe аrТtТnР аТtС 
sa-.

tСe montСs II anН X)ν tаo members oП tСe šešάIIάТb 
confraternity would take part in these cultic acts, as 
аas usual also Пor otСer НeТtТes (aboЯe, § 1)έ ˻ ltСouРС 
Šamagan received other offerings very rarely, the 
king provided a gift for his statue at en.ne, a town 
belonging to the kingdom of Nagar (the gift registered 
in 75.2333 could also concern this cult place; above, 
§ 1). His name was used rather rarely as an element in 
tСeopСorТМ personal names, at Ebla, Uršaᵓum and in 
the eastern regions (above, § 2). 

This evidence suggests that the cult of Šamagan 
did not belong originally to Western Syria, but was 
instead spread east of the Euphrates (Mari included), 
anН partТМularlв Тn tСe abur trТanРle, as tСe 
administrative documents from Nabada prove. These 
texts (concerning mostly the distribution of cereals 
anН НelТЯerТes oП anТmals) mentТon onlв tаo РoНsμ tСe 
Sun deity, dUtu, and Šamagan.9 Two months took their 
names Пrom tСemν tСe otСers Пrom tСe РoННess Išপara 
anН seЯeral НТЯТne “δorНs”, baᶜlu, lugal.10 ˻t σabaНa 
the name of the god is written usually dŠa-ma-gan; the 
ending -gán is found in no. 101 i 3. The personal name 
δúάŠa-ma-gan is attested in nos. 1 ii 7, 4 viii 5.

Nagar (with its town Nabada) and Ebla adopted 
tСe аrТtТnР oП tСe РoНצs name Тn use at εarТ, attesteН 
in the royal name I-ku-dŠa-ma-gan (Ikū(n)άṣamaРan), 
anН Тn tСe lТst oП РoНs TώίἅάTλ Пέ ТТТ 4μ dŠa-ma-gan.11

TСe ύoН δТst oП ˻bū ৡālābīkС Сas ТnsteaН tСe 
writing dŠa-g[a]gan (OIP 99, 82 obv. iii 12),12 found 
also in the personal name I-ti-dŠa-gagan (τIP λλμ γ4)έ

ED teбts СaЯe dŠákkan(gìr) with various phonetic 
ТnНТМators аСТМС eбplaТn tСat tСe name аas *šam(a)
kanήšum(u)qanέ TСureauάDanРТn СaН suРРesteН tСat 
tСТs РoН аas “préposé ὡ la reproНuМtТon Нe bétaТl” 
on tСe basТs oП tСe seal ТnsМrТptТonμ dgìr / ama-gan-
šaέ13 He determined correctly the function of the god 
in giving a mistaken etymology of the second line 
explained as ummun (w)ālТttum, which is instead 
a phonetic indicator of gìr.14 Pomponio produced 
seЯeral names Пrom Fāra supportТnР tСe proposal 
tСat, Тn orТРТn šuάamaάРan аas tСe reaНТnР oП anŠe/
gìr.15 This would not exclude, however, the name 
beТnР pronounМeН ṣam(a)Рan at Fāra anН also at 
Ebla.16  ˻ SarРonТМ teбt Пrom Umm elάJТr Сas sig

5
-

dŠa-am-ga-an.17 

9 Talon 1996, 192; 2004, 128.
10 Sallaberger 1996a, 85-87.
11 See respectively Frayne 2008, 317-318, and Cavigneaux 2014, 
308.
12 ˻lbertТ 1λἆη, ἆ noέ ηθέ
13 TСureauάDanРТn 1λ14, 1ίγά1ί4έ
14 Lambert 1981.
15 Pomponio1984, 1-7.
16 Lambert 1986. On the logogram aMagan, cf. Steinkeller 1987, 
163, n. 10. 
17 Foster 1982, 27, iii 4.
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˻ltСouРС ṣam(a)Рan ρ ṣakkan Тs аell attesteН to 
Тn Sumer bв tСe teбts Пrom Fāra (about βηίί ˼έωέ), 
the wide diffusion of his cult in the kingdom of Nagar 
documented by the archives from Nabada and Ebla 
can be better explained if the god (and his name) 
orТРТnateН Тn tСe protoά˻kkaНТan reРТonsέ18

4. suMerograMs for godnaMes in tHe writing 
of ebla 

The Bilingual Lexical Lists (LL) include a number 
oП SumerТan РoНs Тn tСe seМtТon ˻ σ, nosέ ἅἆί‒ἆ1ηέ19

a) d˻šnan = A-za-na-an (δδ nosέ ἆ11‒ἆ1γ) Тs not 
attested to in the administrative documents

b) dEn-ki = ᵓà-u
9
 ήতaв(в)u(m)ήέ TСe name (Пrom 

 yy “to lТЯe”) ТnНТМates tСat Ea orТРТnallвۊ*
symbolized life. This led the Semites settled in 
Mesopotamia to assimilate this god with Enki, 
the god of subterranean freshwater, together with 
all his manifestations.20 He appears also in the 
Pre-Sargonic text TH07-T9 from Mari,21 a list of 
sСeep oППerТnРs Пor about iПteen НeТtТes ТnМluНТnР 
ώaННa (oП alab) anН Kura (oП Ebla)έ TСese are all 
expressions of Syrian cults, although some names 
are written in Sumerian, like dEn-ki, dInanna, dtu. 
daMa.uŠuMgal should therefore be also a Syrian 
shepherd god, as dŠa-ma-gan was the god of the 
steppe animals

c) ˻ ММorНТnР to tСe oППerТnР lТst ἅηέ1ἅθ4 obЯέ ЯТ ἅ‒1λ, 
tСe queen “oППers”, níНba, irst to dNin-ki and then 
to dᵓÀ-da-“bal” oП δubanέ22 ˻  parallel passaРe Тs Тn 
a text concerning deliveries of clothing, 75.2278 
reЯέ ЯТТТ 1‒11, аСТМС reРТsters Рarments reМeТЯeН 
bв tСe queen anН ˻maРa, a prТestess oП tСe РoН 
ᵓ˻Нabal oП δuban, respeМtТЯelв Пor dNin<-ki> and 
dᵓÀ-da-“bal” oП δubanέ It Тs possТble tСat dNin(-
ki) is a peculiar writing for the usual dbe-munus / 
dBa-al

6
-tum of ᵓ˻Нabal oП δuban, tСe spouse oП tСe 

РoНέ nТnάnТ аas tСe usual аrТtТnР Пor “sТster”έ “TСe 
laНв oП tСe Мountrв”, nТnάkТ kalamάtimki, Тn ˻RET 
XIII λ obЯέ ТЯ ἆ‒λ, МoulН reПer to a РoННessέ23 Nin-
kТ, as an СonorТiМ tТtle, Тs reПerreН to TТlut, one oП 
tСe “spouses”, oП tСe mТnТster IbrТum, ˻RET XVI 
βἅ obЯέ ЯТТТ λ, б η‒θέ

d) Enlil is mentioned both in the literary texts of 

18 See in general Wiggermann (Wiggermann 2011/13), who men-
tТons tСe surnames аСТМС “МТrМumsМrТbe СТs ПunМtТonsμ НТnРТrάsíР 
“РoН oП аool”, НТnРТrάmὠš “РoН oП СerНάanТmals”, НТnРТrάúάРu

7
 

“РoН oП pastures”έ For tСe poetТМ eбpressТon Тn ṣulРТμ “stalТon oП 
ṣamaРan”, Нùr dŠamagan(-na), see Wilcke 2012, 8, n. 23.
19 PettТnato 1λἆβ, βἆἅάβλ1έTСТs lТst Сas СaН a irst ЯaluatТon Тn 
Lambert 1984.
20 ˻rМСТ βί1ίέ
21 Cavigneaux 2014, 307-308.
22 Pettinato 1979, 133.
23 FronгarolТ, ˻ RET XIII, 1ίθ, ad (7).

SumerТan orТРТn ˻RET V θ, ἅ,24 and in several 
Sumerian incantations. In the incantation 
˻RET V 1‒γ, translateН Тnto EblaТte, СТs name 
Тs аrТtten sвllabТМallвμ (d)I-li-lu, which is the 
equТЯalenМe РТЯen Тn tСe δέδέ (noέ ἆίβ)μ i-li-
lu.25  Enlil receives several epithets, as is usual 
Тn SumerТan Свmns, not onlв Тn ˻RET V θ, ἅ, 
but also Тn tСe EblaТte ТnМantatТon ˻RET V 1 
Я γ‒4, ЯТ β‒γν γ ТТТ 1‒β, аСere Сe Тs saТН to be 
tСe “ПatСer oП tСe РoНs”, aάmu НТnРТrάНТnРТrά
dingir. Enlil does not appear in any other texts 
from Ebla; moreover, the theological thought 
that the gods were generated by a divine father 
was foreign to Ebla insofar as it emerges from 
the documentation, while this concept was 
introduced in Ugarit through the reception of 
Babylonian religious texts. Enlil did not belong 
to the Syrian pantheon of Ebla.
SteТnkeller Сas noteН tСat “tСrouРСout tСe γrН 
mТllennТum EnlТlצs name Тs МonsТstentlв аrТtten 
with the signs den.é, and not den.líl, as commonly 
belТeЯeН”, аСТМС СolНs true also Пor tСe leбТМal 
manuscripts from Ebla.26 The name of Ninlil is 
written instead dnin.kíd. Steinkeller has consequently 
suРРesteН tСat “tСe orТРТnal meanТnР МoulН СaЯe 
beenμ master oП tСe СouseСolН, paterПamТlТas”έ27 
In order to surmount this discrepancy, Jacobsen 
Сas suРРesteН tСat Rлω 4βγ аasμ e

2
/líl, and R�C 

4βημ kТНήlТl
x
ήsuপέ28 DurТnР tСe perТoН oП Ur III tСe 

tаo аoulН СaЯe been МonlateН Тnto one sТРn (é, in 
the period of Ur-Nammu), which then developed 
Тn tаo НТППerent Пormsμ e

2 
‒ lílήkТНήsuপέ ˻ММorНТnР 

to JaМobsen, tСere аere tаo Сomonвmous termsμ 
líl “аТtС a basТМ meanТnР ‛аТnНצ slТРСtlв НТППerentlв 
seen anН stresseН” (reПerreН to EnlТl), anН tСe lТl 
аСТМС “most lТkelв НenoteН tСe вounР Пullв Рroаn 
barleв plant” (reПerreН to σТnlТl)έ 
Edzard has excluded, however, that den-é could mean 
“δorН oП tСe Сouse”, beМause é “Сouse”, Sumέ *Сaв, 
Нoes not СaЯe tСe enНТnР άl, аСТle Тn Eanέ 1 бЯТ 14‒1η 
one Сasμ šušάРalάdEn-éάlὠ(άk) “tСe Рreat battle net oП 
EnlТl”, аСТМС sСoаs tСat “(é) ein anderes nominales 
Element [Тst], Нas auП άl enНet ‒ eТnsМСlТesslТМС Нes 
später kid ο líl РesМСrТebenen Elements”έ29

24 Krebernik 1992, 96.
25 Fronzaroli 1988.
26 Steinkeller 1999,114, n. 36. The edition of the Lexical Lists by 
Pettinato (Pettinato 1982) has to be emended.
27 While this was for Steinkeller only a possibility, for Lisman 
(Lisman 2013, 129-135) became a certainty, a thesis criticized by 
VaМín (VaМín βί1θ, γλλ)έ δТsman mantaТns, СoаeЯer, tСat “EnlТl 
Тs probablв oП SumerТan orТРТnέ” 
28 Jacobsen 1989. This study was in reaction to the presentation 
РТЯen bв SteТnkeller at tСe meetТnР oП tСe ˻ merТМan τrТental So-
ciety, Chicago 1988.
29 Edzard 2003.
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The syllabic writing I-li-lu in the texts from Ebla 
demonstrates that é has to be read lil

x
 in the name 

oП tСe РoН, tСereПoreμ dEn-lil
x
.30

f) The Moon, den.zu, reМeТЯeН just tСe irst oППerТnР 
of the month according to the list 75.3858(+), 
which is anomalous, but on no other occasion in 
the twenty-two monthly lists of sheep offerings 
(above, 1.). Only four administrative documents 
of a different kind mention this deity. en.zu of 
nirar reМeТЯeН an “oППerТnР”, níНba (ἅηέ1441 reЯέ 
ТТТ 1ἅ‒β)έ TСТs аas a МТtв on tСe borНer oП ˻ barsal 
anН εanuаat, Тn tСe area oП tСe ˼alТপ rТЯer (МПέ 
˻RET XIII η § γλν 1ί § 1ίν 1γ § 1θ)έ TСТs loМatТon 
oП tСe Мult oП tСe РoН Тs МonirmeН bв tСe ПaМt tСat 
a šešάIIάТb oПiМТal аas Тn tСe serЯТМe oП “en.zu and 
tСe tаo ˼alТপ” (ἅηέ1ἆγἅ obЯέ Тб 1ί‒14)έ 
In the other two passages where the god is 
mentioned, MEE 10, 27 rev. ii 3(!) and 75.1738 
reЯέ ТТТ ἆ, tСe εoon Тs Тn tСe Нualμ β en.zu, probably 
in relation to the two horns of the crescent (if not 
with two phases of the moon).31 
TСТs supposТtТon seems to be МonirmeН bв tСe 
presence of dŠa-nu-ga-ru

12
έ ˻n ТnМantatТon Тn 

EblaТte, ˻ RET V 4 § 4, mentТons “tСe beams of the 
Sun and the 2 horns (2 si) of dŠa-nu-ga-ru

12
”έ32 The 

parallel passaРe ˻ RET V 1 § ἆ Сasμ “I СaЯe bounН 
you on the beams of the Sun, on the two horns of 
the Moon (al

6
 su-lu-la-a 1 iti).33 EНгarН (˻RET 

V, βί) Сas ТnПerreНμ “eТn σame Нes εonНРottes 
oНer eТnes seТner EpТtСete”έ Sa-nu-ga-ar/ru

12
 was 

worshiped at Mane on the Euphrates, immediately 
upstream from Emar, and could have been the 
same as the god Šangar(a)/Šaggara of Emar of the 
2nd millennium.34 

30 ˻ММorНТnР to SteТnkeller, tСe spellТnР Тn tСe Ebla sourМes, I-
li-lu, could suggest a possible Semitic etymology *Тl-Тlī “РoН oП 
(all) tСe РoНs”έ εТМСaloаskТ (εТМСaloаskТ 1λλἆ, β41άβ4ἅ) Мame 
independently to the conclusion that I-li-lu Тn tСe Ebla teбts “must 
СaЯe orТРТnateН as reНuplТМatТon oП tСe SemТtТМ аorН Пor НeТtвμ ᵓТl, 
anН tСat tСe аrТtТnР EnlТl represent a SumerТгatТonέ” In РТЯТnР a 
Semitic etymology, he did not mean that a god was ethnic or lin-
РuТstТМ Тn nature, but tСat Тt аas “tСe Тssue oП an eЯolЯТnР Мommon 
Мultureέ” TСe total absenМe oП EnlТl Тn tСe Мult oП Ebla eбМluНes 
this possibility.
31 These passages have been given again in Pomponio, Xella 
1λλἅ, 1ἅβά1ἅγέ ˻ rМСТ 1λλ4, βηβάβη4 ο ˻ rМСТ βί1η, ηλθάηλἆέ
32 Fronzaroli 2003, 98.
33 Fronzaroli 1988, 17.
34 ˻rМСТ 1λλ4, βη4άβηθ ο ˻rМСТ βί1η, ηλἆάθίί, аТtС preЯТous lТt-
eratureέ Stol (Stol 1λἅλ, ἅηάἆί) СaН ТНentТieН tСe НeТtв SήṣaРРar 
of the texts from Mari and Tell al-Rimah as the name of the Jebel 
Sinjãr, which could appear on the horizon as a semicircle. The 
GN Sag-garki (˻RES II, 4ββν not Sag-gàrki, as is suggested in 
˼oneМСТ 1λλγ, γβἅ) МoulН be ТНentТieН аТtС tСe SanРaratumήSaР-
garatum of the 2nd millennium BC, which would have been close 
to tСe МonluenМe oП tСe abur anН tСe EupСrates, see ZТeРler, 
δanРloТs βί1ἅ, βληέ ˻ ММorНТnР to ἅηέ1λβγ obЯέ ТТ 4‒λ, tаo men oП 
SaРРar reМeТЯeН a РТПt аСen tСeв “traЯelleН (to joТn) tСe mТlТtarв 

TСe ТНentТiМatТon oП “β den.zu” anН СТs “tаo Сorns” 
with Sanugaru is not compelling (his Sumerian 
equТЯalenМe Тsμ ТtТ, Тn ˻ RET V 1 ТТТ 1β)έ τne Сas to 
consider, however, that the scribes knew perfectly 
well the reading of en.zu in Babylonia, which they 
reРТstereН Тn tСe δέδέ noέ ἅλλμ den.zu/zi = su-i-nu. 
This phonetic writing was used only for the name 
oП tаo messenРers Пrom KТšμ Du-bí-zu-i-nu and Ìr-
am

6
-zu-i-nu.35 In the case of the name of a king of 

Ibubu (I-bu
16

-bu/íbki) of the time of the minister 
˻rrukum, tСe sМrТbe(s) аrote ТnsteaН Li-im-den.
zu Тn tаo НТППerent НoМuments (˻RET XV,βμ γ44)έ 
The successor of this king (a few years later, at the 
time of the minister Ibrium) was Ilam-Šamagan 
(aboЯe, § 1)έ IbТbu аas a МТtв east oП arran anН 
tСe ˼alТপ, on tСe borНer to tСe realm oП tСe РoН 
Šamagan.36 The theophoric elements in personal 
names were not necessarily those used at Ebla, so 
that there is no certaintly that the logogram den.zu 
was read in such cases Suᵓinu.
TСe ύoН δТst oП ˻ bū ৡālābīkС Сas botС [Н]σ[anna] 
and [Н]en.zu (oip 99, 82 i 6, 16; 86, i 37).37 It has been 
arРueН tСat “den.zu (Kurzform zu) nicht semitische 
Entlehenung ist, sondern ein genuin sumerischer 
Name des Mondgottes, der überregional in ganz 
Sumer ЯerbreТtet аar”, so tСat “НТe ПrüСen SemТten 
Mesopotamien haben dann die Schreibweise den.
zu für ihren Gott Suᵓen adaptiert ... den.zu läßt sich 
also dementesprechend als ‛en zu’ analвsТeren”έ38 
The name of the Mondgott in western Syria was, 
however, not Suᵓen

g) TСe δέδέ noέ ἆίη РТЯes tСe аell knoаn equТЯalenМeμ 
dInanna = aš-dar. dAš-dar (this is the only writing 
used at Ebla) was preceded in importance by 
Išপara, but beМame tСe РoННess oП Ebla at tСe 
beginning of the 2nd millennium.39 dInanna is used 
only in the two literary texts of Sumerian origin, 
˻RET V θ anН ἅέ40 ˻t εarТ one Сasμ dInanna zar-
bad,41 anН ˻štar ৡarbatum аas a СвpostasТs аell 
known also at Ebla.42 However, the offering list 
Tώ ίἅ‒Tλ Пέ Т γ, ТТ γ НТstТnРuТsСes onlв betаeen 
dInanna and dinanna.za.za.43 

h) dmul has the equivalence Kab-kab (L.L. no. 791), 
˻kkέ kakkabu “star”έ In tСe SumerТan ТnМantatТon 
translateН Тn EblaТte ˻ RET V 1 Я ἆ‒ЯТ 1 ήή γ ТТТ η‒ἆ, 

eбpeНТtТon (aРaТnst) Tuttul” (kaskal níРάkas
4
 Du-du-luki). 

35 ˻rМСТ 1λἆἅb, 1γ1έ
36 ˻rМСТ βί1λaέ
37 ωПέ ˻ lbertТ 1985, 7.
38 Sommerfeld 2011, 296.
39 ˻rМСТ βί1λaέ
40 Krebernik 1992, 96.
41 Charpin 1987, 99.
42 ˻rМСТ βί1λbέ
43 Cavigneaux 2014, 307. On dMùŠ.uŠ and dinanna.za.za at Mari, 
see Lambert 1985, 537.
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Ga-ga:bu-bù / sud (for sùd) Тs tСe “messenРer”, 
maškТmάeάРТ

4
, of Enlil (dI-li-lu). The L.L. no. 

1185b has sud = ga-ba-ga-bu
16

.44

i) The L.L., no. 806, gives as equivalence of Nergal 
tСe West SemТtТМ РoН Rašapμ dne.unug = ra-sa-
ap.45 The Eblaite scribes recognized, therefore, 
that the two gods had some common traits, but 
tСeв neЯer useН tСe SumerТan аrТtТnРέ Rašap аas 
one of the more important gods of the pantheon 
of Ebla, his name occuring in numerous passages. 
TСere аas a “Rašap oП tСe PalaМe”, sa.za

x
ki; his 

major sanctuaries were, however, at ᵓ˻НanТ (Тn tСe 
˻muq(˹) anН TunТp (Tell ᶜ˻šarne, аest oП present 
ণama), аТtС anotСer sТб Мult plaМes ТnsТНe tСe 
kingdom.46 ώТs spouse ˻ Нamma РaЯe Сer name to 
tСe irst montС oП tСe loМal МalenНarέ 
Rašap аas tСe onlв РoН аСo reМeТЯeН a maМe 
and the horns of two bulls once a year like Hadda 
and Hadabal. His icon was, therefore, that of the 
“menaМТnР РoН”μ a male iРure branНТsСТnР a 
spear, Мommon to botС tСe StormάРoН anН RešeП 
of the following periods.47 He was associated in 
some cases with Haya/Enki (see above). The 
tвpoloРТes oП tСe teбts Нo not enable us to Нeine 
more precisely the character of this god in the 3rd 
millennium. 

j) ˻ММorНТnР to tСe oППerТnР lТsts, tСe РoННess dNin-
kar (Тn tСe δδ noέ ἅλἆμ dNin-kar-rá = ni-ga-ra/
la-du in the LL no. 798) was object of particular 
devotion by the queen and other ladies of the 
royal house.48 This hardly would be explicable 
if she was the obscure Mesopotamian goddess 
of the daylight dNin-kár(-ra). The goddess of 
Ebla Сas to be ТНentТieН аТtС tСe dNin-kar-ra-ak 
oП tСe τlН ˻kkaНТan perТoН, a СealТnР РoННess 
whose veneration was generated in north-western 
Mesopotamia.49 dNin-kar is attested in the Pre-
Sargonic period also at Mari.50 The cult of this 
goddess continued in the Middle Euphrates area 
untТl tСe irst СalП oП tСe seМonН mТllennТumέ 
Her name appears in the form of dσТnάপar(!)άraά
ak Тn tСe later ЯersТon (˻morТte perТoН) oП tСe 
“pantСeon” oП εarТ, anН sСe аas one oП tСe НeТtТes 
аСo reРularlв reМeТЯeН saМrТiМesέ51

k) To dNisaba (δδ noέ ἅἆί), “tСe irstάborn oП EnlТl”, Тs 

44 Krebernik 1984, 324.The incantation has been studied by Fron-
zaroli (Fronzaroli 1988).
45 On the Sumerian writing, see Civil, apud Lambert 1984, 399-
400; Steinkeller 1987.
46 Pomponio, Xella 1997, 297-315.
47 ˻rМСТ βί1γ, ββγάββ4 ο ˻ rМСТ βί1η, ηίλάη1ίέ
48 ˻rМСТ βί1λaέ
49 Goodnick-Westenholz 2010, 387, 397-398.
50 Cavigneaux 2014, 308, no. 28 rev. i 1.
51 δaПont 1λἆ4, β4γάβ44έ For tСe “pantСeon”, see DossТn 1ληί, 
44, no. 24.

НeНТМateН tСe SumerТan Свmn ˻ RET V ἅ, aНapteН 
in Babylonia in a Semitic-speaking scriptorium.52 
The goddess is mentioned also in the Sumerian 
ТnМantatТon ˻ RET V 1λ obЯέ ТТТ θέ53 The PN in the 
following obscure passage probably refers to an 
oПiМТal Пrom εarТ, ἅηέ1β1ἆ obЯέ Я η‒ἆμ (sТlЯer) 
ur-dNisaba u

5
 dingir en.

l) Išপara аas tСe most Тmportant РoННess oП Ebla, 
therefore of Syrian origin.54 TСe ύoН δТst oП ˻bū 
ৡālābīkС Сas ṣara, tСe SumerТan РoН oП Umma, 
written dŠára (dlagab×sig

7
), (oip 99, 82 ii 11). 

TСe name oП tСe SвrТan РoННess Išপara presents an 
arМСaТМ аrТtТnРμ dsig

7
.aMa, preserved in the wedding 

rТtual oП kТnР IrkabάНamu (irst вear oП mТnТster 
˻rrukum)μ ˻ RET XI 1 obЯέ ТТТ βצ, reЯέ бЯТ β4צ, бЯТТ 
β1ν ПurtСer Тn tСe (EblaТte) ТnМantatТon ˻ RET V 1θ 
i 5,55 anН Тn tСe aНmТnТstratТЯe НoМument ˻RET 
XV 1λ § λ1 oП about tСe same perТoНέ TСe δδ 
noέ ἆίλ Сasμ dŠara

8
(gá×sig

7
)ra = Тš-ېa-ra/la. The 

usual form in the later administrative documents 
is dšara

8
μIš(gá×sig

7
Тš), sometТmes sТmplТieН as 

dšáraμIš(lagab×sig
7
Тš), and complemented with -ra 

(gá×sig
7

ra / lagab×sig
 7

ra). In 75.2078 rev. i 3 both 
Мomplements are aННeНμ dŠara

8
(gá×sig

7
)Тšάra. The 

Eblaite scribe reinterpreted the Sumerian name 
oП a male РoН as tСe name oП a loМal РoННessέ ˻t 
σabaНa Išপara РaЯe tСe name to a montС, аrТttenμ 
Нέešηgá×sig

7
 (also Нέešηlagab×igigunû). In the second 

mТllennТum Išপara remaТneН an Тmportant РoННess 
not only at Ebla but in general in northern Syria, 
anН eЯen Тn eastern ˻ natolТaέ 

m) The Sun-deity, dUtu, was female, as in WS. The 
Eblaite version of a Mesopotamian incantation 
presents the following variants, with the fem. 
preiб tiά reПerreН to tСe SunάНeТtв, ˻RET V γ Т 
1‒γμ dUtu ti-a-ba-an sig

4
άРarν β Т 1‒γμ I-li-li (Enlil) 

i-la-ba-nu [sТР
4
άРar]ν56 1 ТЯ ἅ‒ἆμ a-bí-nu-un i-a-

ba-nu sig
4
άРar “TСe SunάРoННess ή EnlТl ή tСe 

maker oП brТМks moulНeН tСe brТМks”έ57 ˻ ММorНТnР 
to the ritual of the royal wedding, dUtu received 
as oППerТnР a “ЯТrРТn СeТПer”, péšάὠb nuάРТšάРὠlά
“tak

4
”, ˻ RET XI β § ἅ4 (МПέ 1 § ἅ1)έ

The Eblaites were aware that in the eastern regions 
the Sun was male; as a consequence they adopted 
also a (secondary) male hypostasis and, in a few 
cases, felt it necessary to state precisely to which 
oП tСem tСeв reПerreН, ˻RET III θγἅ I θμ dUtu-
munusν ἅηέβηλγ reЯέ IV 4‒ἆμ 1 aktumάTÚύ igi.kid 
dUtu-nita in ଢx-xଣ-ଢkiଣ, “tСe Пemale ή male Sun”έ

52 Krebernik 1992, 87-94, 97.
53 Krebernik 1984, 150-151.
54 ˻rМСТ βί1λaέ
55 Krebernik 1984, 130.
56 ἅηέ11ἅ4ἆ (˻RET V β)+ἅηέγβ1θ+ἅηέ1ἆβ14, see ωataРnotТ 1λἆἆέ
57 Fronzaroli 1988, 18.
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Utu was also at Ebla the tutelary deity of truth 
and oaths. The king, guarantor of a donation 
by the minister Ibrium to his sons, invoked as 
witnesses the Sun together with the city-god 
Kura, the Storm-god Hadda and all the gods, 
˻RET XVI βἅ §§ ἆ, βἅέ In tСe ‛ТnternatТonalצ 
Treatв аТtС ˻barsal (Tell ωСuēra), Utu, ώaННa, 
and all the gods were requested to punish any 
who violated the agreements (Kura, considered a 
loМal РoН, аas not mentТoneН Тn tСТs Мase), ˻ RET 
XIII 5 low edge § 5.58

n) dTu (without Semitic equivalence in LL) is a short 
form of dσТnάtu, tСe εotСerάРoННessέ ˻ t Ebla, sСe 
was worshiped in the temple of Kura. She played 
a major role in the wedding ritual for the royal 
couple, when she pronounced the crucial words 
signifying the investiture of king and queen to 
represent on earth the divine couple at the head 
of the pantheon, and assuring the continuity of the 
Нвnastвμ “TСe РoННess Tu announМesμ ‛(tСere Тs) 
a new Kura, a new Barama; a new king, a new 
queenצ” (˻RET XI 1 § θη, β § θἆ)έ TСe loРoРram 
dtu represents in the text of Ebla a local Mother-
goddess.59 dTu is the writing adopted also at Mari, 
TH07-T9 f. ii 1. 
Sumerian logograms were used as the name of a 
god only according to analogies between two divine 
entТtТesέ SТmТlarlв, Тn ˻natolТa suMuqan(dgìr) was 
read Miyatanzipa, the name of the Hittite genius 
oП VeРetatТonέ60 ˻ll tСe НeТtТes oП Ebla СaЯe to be 
considered peculiar of the Syrian regions, with 
the exception of two Common Semitic astral 
РoННessesμ ˻ήEštar, аСose name аas alаaвs 
аrТtten pСonetТМallв, anН tСe Sunμ ṣamaš (at UРarТt 
ṣapš), аrТtten dUtu, female in Syria, who became 
male Тn ˻kkaНТan εesopotamТa unНer SumerТan 
ТnluenМeέ
Kura, the god of Ebla, possibly belonged to the 
substrate, and he disappeared along with the 
city itself.61 The name of his spouse Barama was 
an epТtСet, rouРСlв meanТnР “Full oП Мolour”, 
*brmέ ώaННa, tСe StormάРoН oП alab, аas tСe 
major god of northern Syria, and survived until 
the Classical period also with his epithet of 
Baᶜlέ ώТs аТПe a(l)abaНu аas nameН aММorНТnР 
to tСe plaМe аСere sСe аas аorsСТppeНμ “SСe 
oП alab”ν tСТs epТtСet beМame ebat Тn 

58 For tСe SunάРoННess, see ПurtСer ˻ rМСТ βί1λaέ
59 ˻rМСТ βί1λaέ
60 Klinger 2011/13.
61 The only possible survival of Kura in a later period seems to 
be (to the present writer) the god Ku-ur-ri oП tСe Тšuаa ПestТЯal 
from Kizzuwatna (Cilicia). This festival, known from the Hittite 
arМСТЯes, presents a stronР ώurrТan ТnluenМe Пrom σortСάSвrТa 
(Wilhelm 1992). Other suggestions are examined by Sallaberger 
2018, 111-114. 

later periods. Her cult expanded through the 
ώurrТans as Пar as ˻natolТa, toРetСer аТtС tСat 
oП ˻Нamma anН ˻štapТ(l)έ KamТš (ωСemoš Тn 
εoab) anН Rašap (RešeП) аere, toРetСer аТtС 
Hadda, the major Syrian gods until the 1st 
Millennium.

5. tHe equids of ebla

TСe unТlТnРual ˻nТmal δТst ˼ (representeН bв 
three manuscripts) offers the most common list of 
equТНs Тn a sourМe Пrom Eblaμ anŠeάkúnРa(bar.an) / 
anŠeάkúnРaάmunus ή Нúsu(anŠe.igi)-níta / anŠe.igi-
munus ή anšeάeНenάmunus ή anšeά(ga)Рan ή an[šeά  ] ή 
anše[ά  ] ή anšeάeН[enάníta?]έ

TСe ED PraМtТМal VoМabularв (˻RES IV, nosέ 
β4θ‒βη1) lТsts tСe ПolloаТnР names oП equТНsμ anšeά
anήଢбଣάnТta ή anšeάmunus (eme

6
) / anŠe.igi-nita / anŠe.

igiάmunus ή anšeάeНenάmunus ή anŠe-bar.an-níta
The canonical bilingual lexical lists have only the 

name oП tСe most Мommom equТНs at Eblaμ igi-nita62 / 
igi-munus; bar.an / bar.an-munus (MEE 4, nos. 709, 
710; 1062, 1063). The short bilingual list 75.10018+ 
used a different Sumerian source and is more detailed. 
It opens with the following names of equids, obv. i 
1‒θμ ଢanšeଣ?-ଢgur

8
ଣ / igi-nita-tur / anŠe-nita-kur / ag-

lum ή ଢanŠe-nТtaଣάଢeНenଣ ή gú-da-núm. 
δater ˻kkέ sourМes СaЯe tСe equТЯalenМeμ aРālu = 

anšedu-suù, a sТmplТiМatТon oП anŠe-libir(igi+Šè)έ “TСe 
references up to the Ur III period designate with anŠe-
libir(igi+Šè) a domesticated equid which is frequently 
mentioned and used as a draught animal before plows 
anН аaРonsέ”63 

The administrative texts of Ebla record two genres 
of equids, the only ones which had an economic 
sТРnТiМanМeμ igi-nita, igi-munus, (3 mu 2 mu 1 mu, 
tur), igi-nita u

5
, anН kúnРa(bar.an)-nita/munus, (5 4 3 

2 1 mu, tur). The determinative anŠe was not written, 
and igi(-nita/munus) is an abbreviation of anŠe.libir. 
igi-munus is the Eblaite writing for eme

6
.

SТmТlarlв to tСe ˻kkaНТan personal names I/E-
ma-ru-um “Donkeв” anН Ku-da-núm “εule”,64 the 
onomasticon of Ebla had Si-ti-bar.an “DrТnk, εule!” 
(75.2491 obv. xvii 9), and the toponyms igi-nitaki and 
igi-munuski.65 

62 ˻ll tСe НoМuments oП Ebla СaЯe nita (uŠ, as in dumu-nita) and 
not níta.
63 ω˻D ˻,I, 141έ TСe kūdanu “(a tвpe oП mule)”, ω˻D K, 4λ1, 
was the anŠe.gír.nun.na of the OB literary texts and in the lexical 
tradition. Civil (Civil 2008, 112-113) gives the section of equids 
Тn tСe lТsts Пrom Fāra anН ˻ bū ৡalābīkС, anН Мomments ad no. 250 
(gú-da-núm)μ “TСe normal ˻ kkέ translatТon oП anšeάeНen Тs otСer-
wise sirrimu ‛onaРerצ”έ ˻ РaТnst tСe meanТnР “mule” Пor kūdanu, 
Сe notes tСat “tСe enТРmatТМ lТst SδT ηἆμ4 [РuН]άkuάНaάanάnúm 
(Pσ˹), seems to eбМluНe a СвbrТН anТmal”έ 
64 See ω˻D I, 11βν K, 4λ1έ
65 ἅηέ1ί1ἆἅ obЯέ ТТТ β‒ημ Ma-sa-nuki wa igi.nitaki lú Ib-al

6
ki (there-
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By far the most common equid was the igi-nita, 
˻RET XIII η reЯέ ЯТТТ 1ίμ ù-ma gud ù-ma igi-nita 
“Мattle or asses”έ ˻  merМСant, ύТНaάnaᵓim, negotiated 
in one of his trade travels for three and four igi-nita, 
three and four oxen, and 1 bar.an-munus together 
with other goods.66 In an account of deliveries to 
tСe ωentral ˻НmТnТstratТon bв some “lorНs”, luРalά
lugal, distinction is made only between large and 
small quaНrupeНs, ˻RET II βη § ἅμ “Totalμ 11,ἅἆἆ 
cattle and asses (gud-gud ù igi-nita), 36,100 sheep 
(uНu)έ” ˻ ММorНТnР to ˻ RET II βί § 1ί, an oПiМТal аas 
responsТble (lú šu [Pσ]) Пor “1ίγί sСeep, 1ἅθ oбen, 
18 igi-munus-igi-munus 4 igi-nita 6 sur

x
-bar.an 440 

jars oП oТlέ”
˻n ТnspeМtТon Тn tСe ЯТllaРe oП ᵓÀ-za-anki, ˻RET 

II βγ, РaЯe tСe result tСat ˼aНulum, an “oЯerseer oП 
tСe Пarmers”, uРula enРar, СaН unНer СТs Мontrol (lú 
β šu) ἆί igi-munus tuάНa (“Тn tСe aРe to РТЯe bТrtС”), 
10 bar.an-nita 5 4 3 mu, 14 bar.an-munus 5 4 3 mu, 
4 bar.an-nita tur, 5 bar.an-munus tur 1 mu, 2 igi-nita 
γ muέ InРar, tСe “oЯerseer oП tСe mules (bar.an-bar.
an)”, was instead responsible for 72 igi-munus tu-da, 
11 bar.an-nita 5 4 3 mu, 5 bar.an-munus 5 4 3 mu, 2 
bar.an-munus tur 1 mu. Given the number of mares 
and of young animals, this document most probably 
concerns two breeding farms.67 ˻s ZarТns Сas 
remarkeН, “tСe teбt МombТnes tаo НТППerent РroupТnРs 
but Нeines a sТбάвear ПoalТnР reМorН sТnМe tСe terms 
tur (вounР) anН η mu (iПtС вear) are mentТoneН”έ68

It is evident that there were just two kinds of 
equТНsμ (anŠe.)igi, neМessarТlв “ass”, anН (anŠe.)bar.
an, tСat Тsμ kúnРa, a СвbrТНέ69 The fact that there was 
a “rТНТnР ass”έ igi-nita u

5, 
suggests that the E. asinus 

widespread in northern Syria was quite a vigorous 
anТmalέ ἅηέβίἆ4 obЯέ ТТ 4‒reЯέ Т β reРТster “β reТns, 
3 brooches of 1 wagon (and) 3(!) riding asses of 
tСe kТnР”, β níРάanšeάak γ kùάsal 1 giŠ-gígir×éάIV 
3 igi-nita-igi-nita u

5 
enέ ˻ММorНТnР to a passaРe Тn 

75.2333 the price of an igi-nita u
5
 was 30 shekels; 

such animals were, however, estimated at only 13.5 
shekels in 75.2365. We cannot, therefore, deduce that 
tСe asses qualТieН bв u

5
 had a particular constitution, 

their value being no greater than the others.70 The 

fore in the region east of Qatna). This name proves that the top-
onym igi-munuski cannot be read Ši-salki (Мontrarв to ˻RES II, 
442; correctly transcribed in Bonechi 1993, 197); there are also 
tСe oММurrenМes ἅηέ1ί1ἆ4 obЯέ ТЯ γ‒ημ 4 Нumuάmunus ne-di igi-
munuski; 75.11757 rev. iii 18. igi-salki was a village of Ebla.
66 ˻RET II βλ, see εТlano βίίγέ
67 Cf the text from Mari TH 80.101 (Charpin 1987, 83, no. 24), 
concerning exclusively female asses, eme

6
.

68 Zarins 2014, 169.
69 Zarins has discussed in great detail the paleozoological evi-
dence for equidae and the names given to equid species in the 
˻nМТent σear East (ZarТns βί14)έ 
70 See table 2.

term u
5
 could mean just that these asses were trained 

for riding or for drawing chariots.ᵓ
In the period of king Irkab-damu, Enna-il, a 

“lorН”, luРal (a СТРС oПiМТal), аas entrusteН аТtС 
the responsibility of the igi-nita of the Palace.71 In 
tСe ПolloаТnР perТoН tСere аere seЯeral “oЯerseers”, 
ugula, instead of a lugal.

SТmТlarlв, tСe “mules”, bar.an (kúnРa), oП tСe 
PalaМe Мame irst unНer tСe Мontrol oП TТtТna, a “lorН”, 
and later under several overseers.72 

WСТle ˻ RET II βγ (aboЯe) МonМerns a Пarm аСere 
equids were bred, the document 75.1826+ is an account 
concerning the maintenance of draught animals. The 
irst seМtТons (obЯέ Т 1‒reЯέ ТЯ η) reРТster one aПter tСe 
other one or two teams of bar.an entrusted to men 
residing in villages, each having at their disposal 200 
РὠnaάkešНaάkТ measures oП ielНs Тn relatТon to one 
team. The colophon makes it clear that (a part of?) the 
proНuМtТon oП barleв oП tСe λ4ίί measures oП ielНs 
СaН to be useН Пor ПeeНТnР (kú) tСese equТНs, tСereПore 
surely not plough animals. The total of the document 
НТstТnРuТsСes betаeen asses anН mules (reЯέ б 1‒λ)μ 
“η4 teams oП rТНТnР mules, λ teams oП НrauРСt mulesέ 
DoМument oП tСe ielНs (аСТМС) maТntaТn tСe mules 
(entrusted) to Irne”, šuάníРТn η4 sur

x
-bar.an u

5
 9 

sur
x
-bar.an giŠ-gígir×é Нub kТάkТ kú bыrάbar.an-

bыrάbar.an áš-da Ir-neέ τne passaРe (reЯέ ЯТТ ἆ‒1β) 
mentions that 375 gú-bar measure of barley were 
given to maintain 25 asses for one year, that is daily 1 
níРάsaРšu Пor eaМС assμ še kú βη igiάnТta 1 še níРάsaРšu 
in 1 muέ TСat Тsμ γἅη gú-bar = λίίί níРάsaРšu (1 gú-
bar ο β4 níРάsaРšu)ν tСereПore γθί níРάsaРšu Пor eaМС 
ass in one year.

This Irne was probably the same who had at his 
НТsposal larРe eбpanses oП ielНs aММorНТnР to ἅηέ1λλβ 
reЯέ ТТТ γ‒θ, as аell as a МertaТn IbНuluμ 11,ίίί[+б] 
(РὠnaάkešНaά)kТμ Ib-du-luν 1ί,1ίί (РὠnaάkešНaά)kТμ 
Ir-ne. 

PostРateצs suРРestТon tСat anŠeάkúnРa means 
“mule” Сas ПounН Мonsensusέ73 The mule is valued for 
its strength and endurance, while it is doubtful whether 
the Equus hemionus was domesticated. It is uncertain 
how much larger an onager was in comparison to an 
ass. Evidence of a rather better performance offered 
by the offspring of an onager stallion, the bar.an, is 
that it was usually used as the draught animal for the 
МСarТots oП tСe kТnР anН СТРС oПiМТalsέ 

71 ˻RET XIV ἆ reЯέ ТТТ γν 14 reЯέ ТТ βν 4λ obЯέ ЯТ 1βέ
72 For Ti-ti-na lugal bar.an-bar.an, see ˻RET XIV ἆ obЯέ ЯТ θν λ 
reЯέ ТЯ ην 14 obЯέ Я γν 1η obЯέ Т 4ν γβ obЯέ б ἆέ ˻t tСe beРТnnТnР 
oП tСe reТРn oП IšᶜarάНamu, аСen IbrТum аas mТnТster, Rí-ì-ma-lik 
аas “oЯerseer” uРula, oП tСe mulesέ
73 Postgate 1986; see Heimpel 1987/90 (a synthesis of the data 
concening this equid); Heimpel 1995, 89-91; Zarins 2014, 170-
177. Maekawa had instead suggested that anŠeάkúnРa reПers to 
the E. hemionus, the onager (Maekawa 1979).
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The value of a bar.an, РТЯen tСe НТПiМultв oП 
obtaining these equids, is made clear by the list 
of the animals delivered on the occasion of the 
marriage (mu-du níРάmuάsὠ) oП prТnМess KešНut 
аТtС a prТnМe oП KТš (Тn tСe вear beПore tСe 
НestruМtТon oП Ebla), anН perСaps sent to KТš as 
a РТПtμ “γβλί Мattle (РuН), 1θἆί sСeep (uНu), 1ηλ 
mules (bar.an), 1 male ass (igi-nТta), η pТРs (šaপ), 
19 buffalos (alim), 14 bears (az).74 

IНentТiМatТon oП E. hemionus and domestic Equi-
dae based on skeletal evidence provided by archaeo-
loРТМal eбМaЯatТon Тs, Тn Рeneral, ratСer НТПiМultέ75

6. Mules froM tHe HigHlands

TСe mules, kúnРa (bar.an), were mostly imported 
from the kingdom of Nagar, the regional state in the 
abur trТanРle, a natural allв oП Ebla sТnМe botС СaН 
Mari as their principal adversary.76 Prices for these 
anТmals luМtuateН someаСatμ ТП аe МonsТНer tСat 1η 
shekels (117 g) of silver was the average price of an ass 
and 2 minas (940 g) that of a mule, this hybrid could 
have been eight times more valuable than an ass. In 
some cases, a mule could be worth as much as four 
or eЯen iЯe mТnas (1έἆἆήβέγη kР)έ77 This silver was in 
some cases just the converted value of oil or wool.

The region which provided these hybrids was 
tСereПore tСe abur trТanРle anН east oП tСereέ UrkТš 
was excluded because of the geographical location 
of Nagar. Ebla tried to provide itself with a second 
sourМeέ Ibubu, “tСe МСТeП steаarН oП tСe Сouse oП tСe 
kТnР”, aРrТР é en, sent a letter to amaгТ (Тn tСe reРТon 
oП SulaвmanТвaС) аТtС tСe request Пor “РooН mules”, 
bar.an sa

6
, in exchange for timber, but this did not 

obtain a result.78

 ˻ seal ТmpressТon Пrom σaРar represents tаo 
sТttТnР РoНs (besТНes otСers tаo)μ tСe one on tСe leПt 
sits on a stool which rests on a gazelle, his left hand 
extended towards a rampant gazelle, while the god on 
the right sits on a stool which rests on two standing 
equids, his right hand extended forwards to a rampant 
equid (perhaps an onager). This second representation 
Тs sТmТlar to tСat oП tСe UrkТš seal, anН tСe РoН maв 

74 ˻rМСТ 1λἆἅa, 1ββά1β4έ
75 See Zarins 2014, 41-83.
76  ˻ irst presentatТon oП tСe relatТons betаeen Ebla anН σaРar 
anН Тts satellТte toаns Сas been РТЯen Тn ˻rМСТ 1λλἆέ en-neki and 
Sag-gàrki were the satellite towns which provided mules. The oc-
МurrenМes oП tСe term anšeάbar.an in the texts of Beydar are listed 
by Sallaberger 1996b, 176. It is not possible to locate Ìr-kuki, at 
аСose “market”, Рanba, mules аere aМquТreНέ For tСe НoМumen-
tation from Nabada concerning Nagar, see Sallaberger 1999.
77 See tables 1 and 2.
78 TСe letter ˻RET XIII γ аas аrТtten at tСe tТme oП kТnР Irkabά
Нamu, anН tСe request аas Пor kТnР ZТгТ oП amaгТέ I-bù-ka×kid 
aРrТР é en Сas probablв to be ТНentТieН аТtС I-bu

16
-bù?, the over-

seer of the house of the king, ugula é en, active in the year Ibr. 03 
(ἅηέβγθβ reЯέ бЯТ 1λ‒β1)έ

saПelв be ТНentТieН аТtС ṣakkan, аСo plaвeН a major 
role in the region according to the documents from Tell 
Beydar (above, § 3).79 This is a good illustration how 
religion permeated the perception of the enviroment 
by the human beings.

Mules were exchanged only exceptionally in 
international relations. The document 75.1559, to be 
dated to the very last years of Iblul-il king of Mari 
(in obv. i 2 Enna-il, the cupbearer of Paba, Pa

4
-ba

4
, 

spouse of Iblul is mentioned), registers 470 g of silver 
РТЯen to Puгurά˻štar аСo СaН to Мarrв a МСarТot to 
the grand vizier of Mari, while 39 g of silver were 
РТЯen to anotСer oПiМТal Пor НelТЯerТnР a team oП 
mules, obЯέ б 4‒бТ γμ 1 maάna babbbarμkù Puzur

4
-

Aš-dar পТάmuάdu giŠ-gígir-II Ma-ríki 5 gín dilMun 
babbarμkù Bù-da-ni-um sur

x
-bar.an Рalμsukkalέ ˻ bout 

40 years later (I.Z. 13) the cupbearer Šugadu, who 
had led a delegation from Mari, received 313 g of 
silver having to bring several mules as a gift, 76.534+ 
obЯέ ЯТ 1ἆ‒βγμ šaάpТ babbarμkù níРάba Šu-ga-du Ma-
ríki éš du.du পТάmuάdu bar.an-bar.an. The dowry of 
prТnМess KešНut, perСaps to be sent to KТš (IέZέ 1θ) 
included 159 mules!80

7. Mules in agriCultural doCuMents

Several documents register animals located in 
villages, given into the charge of individuals controlled 
bв tСe Мentral aНmТnТstratТon, eέРέμ ἅθέ1ἆἆ reЯέ Т 1‒ТТ 
1μ “[б seeНάbarleв], ἅ male mules, ββ oбen, 11 Мoаs, 
1γί sСeep Пor breeНТnР [ύσ]”, [б šeάnumun] ἅ bar.
anάnТta ββ РuН 11 ὠb 1γί uНu tТάla [ύσ]ν ἅθέ1ἆλ reЯέ 
ТТТ 1‒θμ “1 mule, 1 Пemale mule, 1 male ass, β oбen, β 
Мoаs, β МalЯes”, 1 bar.an 1 bar.an-munus 1 igi-nita 
2 gud 2 áb 2 amar (... PN).81 ˻ММorНТnР to ἅηέ1ίβηί 
obЯέ бЯТ 1β‒14, tСere аere “θ4 Сouses oП serЯants (Тn 
МСarРe) oП mules”, θ4 é Тr

11
 bar.an-<bar.>an. 

The agricultural units which had mules at their disposal 
аere, СoаeЯer, Пeаέ ˻ monР tСe seЯeral Пarms аСТМС СaН 
to reserve part of their barley production as fodder for 
anТmals, tСere аas tСat oП a МertaТn Zabaraμ “1γ breeНТnР 
bovines, 10 female asses, 4 young mules, 4 teams of 
mules, 1 rТНТnР ass, 1 аТlН ass”, 1γ РuН tТάla 1ί igi-munus 
4 bar.an tur 4 sur

x
-bar.an 2 igi-nita u

5
 1 bar.an eri-bar 

(ἅηέ14ἅη reЯέТТ 4‒ТЯ θ)έ TСe ТnЯentorв oП preМТous metals, 

79 The description of the seal is given in Felli, 2001, 144-145 with 
iРέ 1ἆ1ν tСe ТНentТiМatТon oП tСe РoН ṣakkan аas suРРesteН bв 
τates, τates βίί1, γἆἅάγἆἆέ ˻ММorНТnР to τates, τates βίίθ, 
4ί1ά4ίβ, “tСe ˻ rea FS Мompleб at ˼rāk, аТtС Тts temple anН larРe 
courtyards, was situated near the north gate of the city, and we 
believe that it may have been an early form of way-station or 
caravanserai. Certainly there was an unusually large water sup-
ply and evidence of herbivore dung and stake-holes in one of its 
larРe МourtвarНsέ” TСe number oП iРurТnes reproНuМТnР equТНs 
anН МСarТot moНels ПounН at ˼rāk Тs remarkable, see τates βίί1έ 
80 ˻boЯe, § 4έ
81 See Milano 1987, 181, 195.
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objects, and clothing 75.10263 (without an administrative 
reПerenМe) aННs also tСe ПolloаТnР anТmalsμ “γ1 teams oП 
mules, ββ Тtems oП Мattle, 1ί ПatteneН Мattle”, γ1 sur

x
 bar.

an 22 gud 10 gud niga (rev. iv 3-5).
˻ММorНТnР to ˻RET III 1ίθ(+)111, eaМС team oП 

mules received 1 ba-rí-zú measure of barley (= 12 
níРάsaРšu) a Нaвν 1ίθ reЯέ Я γ‒ημ še kú 11 sur

x
-bar.

an 1 sur
x
-bar.an 1 ba-rí-zú! šeέ82 Half of this amount 

аoulН also СaЯe been suПiМТent aММorНТnР to ἅηέ1ἅλἆ 
obЯέ II η‒ἅμ η níРάsaРšu še 1 sur

x
-bar.anν reЯέ ТТ 4‒θμ 

θ níРάsaРšu še 1 sur
x
-bar.an.

For the maintenance of a team of asses only 100 
(ТnsteaН oП βίί) measures oП lanН МoulН suПiМeέ 
ἅηέ4ἆγγ+ ТТ γ‒4μ 1ίί РὠnaάkešНaάkТ lú β igi-nita; 
ἅθέ4ἆ Т γ‒4μ ηί РὠnaάkešНaάkТ lú 1 igi-nita.83

Further passages make clearer the situation 
regarding the number of mules held by overseers or 
farmers in relation to other equids and cattle. 

ἅηέ1β4η obЯέ ТТТ 1ά1ίμ η igi-munus 5 bar.an tur wa 
2 giŠ-gígir{×é}-sum En-na-il šeš Ìr-am

6
-ma-lik si-in 

A-a-za-duki পТάmuάduν ЯТ η‒1ίμ θ bar.an lú Úr-luki wa 
lú A-ga-arki Ìr-am

6
-ma-lik পТάduν ЯТТ β‒ημ 1β РuН γ 

igi-munus 1 igi-nita 1 bar.an mi-nu Ša-dab
6

ki A-da-
gàr পТάdu.84 

ἅηέ1β4ἆ+ obЯέ Т 1‒γμ [έέέέέ] 1ἅί РuНάРuН 1 sur
x
-bar.an.

ἅηέ1ηίἆ obЯέ Т θ‒ТТ γμ γί РuН λ ὠb ἅ igi-munus 6 
igi-nita 4 bar.an. 

75.154785 reЯέ Я 1‒ТЯ ημ an.Šè.gú 97 gud mu-du 
uruki-uruki an.Šè.gú 188 gud è uruki-uruki an.Šè.gú 25 
igi-nita an.Šè.gú 14 bar.an “Totalμ λἅ Мattle, НelТЯerв 
(bв) tСe ЯТllaРesν totalμ 1ἆἆ Мattle, eбpenНТtures oП 
the villages. Total oП tСe male assesμ βην total oП tСe 
mulesμ 14έ”

75.2032 reЯέ Т 1‒ТТ 3: (áš-ti ugula é ugula é ...) 
an.Šè.gú 185 sur

x
-bar.an 80 igi-nita u

5
 41 igi-nita 3 

mu 2 mu 24 igi-nita tur 258 igi-munus 50 igi-munus 
igi-munus tur 4 mu 3 mu 2 mu 82 bar.an 3 mu 2 mu 
1 mu “(anТmals bв tСe oЯerseers oП tСe Сousesέ) Totalμ 
185 teams of mules; 80 riding male asses; 41 male 
asses of 3, 2 years; 24 young male asses; 258 female 
asses; 50 young female asses, of 4, 3, 2 years; 82 
mules oП γ, β, 1 вearέ” 

ἅηέβθγἅ reЯέ Я 1ί‒ЯТ γμ [б] uНuάnТРa θ igi-munus 2 
bar.an 3 mu 17 ir

11
 27 géme Nu-ba-duki.

82 I cannot agree with the analysis of this document given by 
Bonechi (Bonechi 2016, 42-46). The Irti of Tunip, to whom was 
entrusteН just one team oП mules (˻RET III 111 obЯέ ЯТТТ 1‒γ), 
was a farmer, not a son of the minister Ibrium (Irti was a quite 
common name). 
83  ˻НoМument oП tСe mТnТster ˻ rrukum reРТsters tСe sТlЯer (1ἆέἆί 
kg) expended for acquiring some mules for the king and that (940 
Р) Пor tСeТr Пutter, ἅηέ1ἆἅβ+ obЯέ Т ἆ‒ТТ 1μ β maάna babbarμkù še 
kú bar.an-bar.an en.
84 EnnaάТl, IramάmalТk anН ˻НaРar СaН to НelТЯer seЯeral mules 
and female asses from some villages of Ebla.
85 ˻rМСТ 1λἆ4, 4λέ

ἅηέ1βθίη+ reЯέ Я γ‒ἆμ 4ί РuН 1γ ὠb ἅ igi-munus 6 
igi-nita 1 bar.an 3 bar.an-munus.

76.92 obЯέ Т 1‒γμ γἆ РuН tТάla ἆ igi-munus 1 igi-nita 
1 bar.an-munus.

aret XX 1 § 15: 31 sur
x
-bar.an 22 gud 10 gud-

niga (this datum refers to the central administration).

8. Mules and asses as draugHt aniMals of CHariots, 
and tHeir “overseers”

Teбt ἅηέ1ἅἆη (Ibrέ) reЯέ Тб β‒4 attrТbutes to tСe kТnР 
eТРСt “oЯerseers oП teams oП mules”, uРula sur

x
-bar.

anν iЯe are tСose oП tСe kТnР anН tаo oП tСe mТnТster 
IbbТάгТkТr aММorНТnР to ἅηέ1ἆβλ (IέZέ) reЯέ б ἆ‒14έ In 
ἅηέ1λ1ἅ reЯέ Т 1η‒ТТ 11 eТРСt “oЯerseers”, uРula, oП tСe 
kТnР anН sТб oП IbbТάгТkТr are mentТoneН bв nameμ Ìr-
ni-ba ۏu-ba-an Puzur

4
-ra-ma-lik Gur-da-luM Ba-du-

lum A-mi-ni-bar-zú Še-numun!(bal)86 Ib-ga-ì ‒ En-
na-be Bù-ېТ Ìr-ba

x
-zé of Dur-ríki Mi-ga-ì Gú-šu Ib-

dur-i-šar respeМtТЯТlвέ TСose lТsteН Тn ˻RET III θ1 Я 
γ‒14 are iЯe Пor tСe kТnР anН Пour Пor IbbТάгТkТrμ ۏu-
ba-an Ru

12
-zú-ì Ib-ga-ì Še-numun!(bal), A-za

x
-bar-zú 

‒ En-na-ы Da-zТ-ma-at Bu-ېТ ᵓÀ-ga-lu respectively.87 
Those at the service of the crown prince Irᵓaq-damu 
аere tСree aММorНТnР to ˻RET VII ἅγ § 1έ In ˻RET 
IV 14 § ηγ a НТstrТbutТon oП аool Тs reРТstereН Пor sТб 
teams of mules (sur

x
-bar.an) of the king, two of Ingar 

(an overseer of teams of mules), thirteen of Ibbi-zikir, 
anН Пour Пor СТs son TubuপuάώaННaέ TСe number oП 
the teams of mules of the minister and his son was 
justТieН bв tСeТr mТlТtarв tasksέ 

δТke otСer oПiМТals, tСese oЯerseers reМeТЯeН lanН Пor 
the maintenance of these animals. 75.1827+ obv. viii 
4άθμ 1ηβ(˹) РὠnaάkešНaάkТ Ìr-ni-ba ugula sur

x
-b.a., 

reЯέ ЯТ 1‒γμ ηθ РὠnaάkešНaάkТ Ib-dur-ì ugula sur
x
-b.a. 

ἅηέγἆἆἅ+ obЯέ ТТТ β‒ἅμ 4ίί РὠnaάkešНaάkТ Ru
12

-zú-ì 
ugula sur

x
-b.aέ γίί РὠnaάkešНaάkТ Zu-ne ugula sur

x
-

b.aέ ἅηέθίβλ reЯέ ТТ η‒ἅμ βίί РὠnaάkТ uРula sur
x
-b.a. 

A-rí-mukiέ ἅηέ1βί41 reЯέ бТЯ 1‒γμ βίί РὠnaάkešНaάkТ 
sur

x
-b.a.

Text 75.2280+ registers the gifts distributed to the 
royal family, the court and the representatives of the 
allied cities probably on the occasion of the victory 
over Mari, about two years before the fall of Ebla.88 
Preceded by other people employed at the Palace 
suМС as βἅ НanМers anН 1η lвre plaвers, 4λ “oЯerseers 
oП tСe teams oП mules”, uРula sur

x
-bar.an, received 

one garment (sal-túg) and a kilt each, as well as eight 
plates of 39 g of gold, presumably for their chiefs (rev. 
бТЯ βθ‒βἅ)έ TСese МСarТoteers аere emploвeН also Тn 

86 The writing Še-bal (МП also ˻ RET I 4 reЯέ Тб β1 !) alternate аТtС 
ṣeάnumun (eέРέ ˻ RET I 1ί obЯέ ТТТ 1)έ
87  ˻МСarТot oП tСe mТnТster ˻ rrukum Тs mentТoneН Тn ἅηέ14ίθ reЯέ 
ТЯ 4‒ην anotСer Пor tСe mТnТster IbrТum Тn ˻ RET XIX obЯέ ЯТ § β1, 
together of those of Bagama and Ibbi-zikir, his sons, § 36.
88 ˻rМСТ βί1λbέ 
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аarμ tСeв appear (Тn numbers oП θίή4ἅ) Тn tСe lТst oП 
the yearly distribution of clothing to the personnel of 
the Palace and to the men organized in gangs (ìr-a-
núm) who formed the army.89 

SeЯeral members oП tСe elТte СaН tСeТr “oЯerseers 
oП teams oП mules”, tСat Тs МСarТoteers Тn МСarРe oП 
their chariots. The documents of the last period of 
tСe arМСТЯes mentТon tСese sons oП tСe kТnРμ ύaНum, 
IbteάНamu, IপsubάНamu, IlгТάНamu, SaРάНamu, anН 
ZТbάНamu, ˻RET VIII ηβη ЯТТ 1η‒1λν η4β Тб βί‒β4έ 
DusТРu, tСe motСer oП tСe kТnР, also СaН Сer team oП 
mules, ἅηέβγηλ rέ бТ 4‒ηέ

The cortege of deities who accompanied the king 
and queen to the mausoleum of the ancestors in nenaš 
on the occasion of their wedding used a giŠ-gígir-sum 
carriage drawn by four(?) bulls for the god Kura and 
a covered wagon, giŠ-é×gígir drawn by a team of 
mules, ˻ RET XI 1 §§ βθ‒βλ, β §§ βθ‒βλέ

 ˻ МourТer, аСose name Нenotes СТs orТРТn Тn an 
eastern region, received 470 g of silver in relation to 
a team oП mules Пor tСe “РoН oП tСe kТnР ή tСe НeТieН 
anМestor”, ἅηέ1β1ἆ+ obЯέ Я ἆ‒1βμ 1 maάna babbarμkù 
Ur-dNisaba u

5
 sur

x
-bar.an dingir en. 

Chariots and wagons employed by the elite 
might be drawn also by asses, although more rarely. 
DeМoratТons Пor tСe reТns oП “tСe tаo asses”, β igi-
nita, of the king are mentioned in MEE 10, 20 obv. 
бТб ἅ‒11ν βλ obЯέ бЯТ γη‒бЯТТ 11ν εEE 1β, γη § λβМν 
γθ § 1ἅaν γἅ § βηbν ἅηέ1ἅγί reЯέ ТТ 1ἆ‒ββν ἅηέ1λβγ 
obЯέ ТЯ η‒ἆ, б η‒1ην ἅηέβ4θβ reЯέ ТЯ βθ‒γθν ἅηέβθ44+ 
obЯέ ЯТ 1β‒1γν ἅηέβηίβ reЯέ Т η‒1βν ἅηέβηίἅ obЯέ Тб 
ἅ‒β4ν ἅηέ1ί144 reЯέ бТТТ η‒ἅέ TСose Пor tСe mТnТster 
Ibrium are mentioned in 75.2365 obv. vii 7‒10; 
ἅηέβγηλ reЯέ ТЯ 1‒4ν Пor tСe mТnТster IbbТάгТkТr Тn 
ἅηέβθ44+ obЯέ ЯТ θ‒ἅ, 1η‒1θέ90 ˻lso DusТРu, tСe 
mother of the king, had two asses for her chariot, 
ἅηέ1ἅγί obЯέ ЯТТ 11‒14έ

εentТon oП teams oП oбen are unМommon, ˻RET 
XX 1 obЯέ Я η‒ЯТ 1μ 1 sur

x
(eriM)-bar.an 15 sur

x
-

РuНάРuНέ “Tаo reТns” (usuallв МompleteН bв Пour 
decorations)91 referred to two animals, 75.2365 obv. 
ЯТТ ἆ‒λμ β níРάanšeάak 4 kùάsal β igi-nita. If, instead, a 
sТnРle anТmal аas emploвeН, one Сasμ 1 níРάanšeάak 
1 igiάnТta, εEE 1β, γἅ obЯέ бТ 14‒1ηέ 

9. CHariot as a gift

 ˻ МСarТot аas a luбurТous РТПtέ WСen IbbТάгТkТr 
“leПt Пor tСe МampaТРn” (ч níРάkas

4
) against Badanu, 

he received some garments for his asses. Having 

89 ˻RET XX, 1λἅέ  ˻ irst lТst oП МСarТoteers Сas been РТЯen Тn 
˻rМСТ 1λἆἆέ
90 For tСe asses oП tСe МСarТot oП tСe mТnТster ˻ rrukum, see ˻ RET 
XV, β, 4γβ, sub igi-nita.
91 See, СoаeЯer, εEE 1β, γθ obЯέ Тб 1γ‒14μ 1 níРάanšeάak 1 kùάsal 
1 igi-nita!

succeeded in occupying this town and conquering 
Masanu and igi.nitaki (tСat Тs ˻Рālu, all oП tСe 
confederation of Ibal), the king rewarded him with 
a dagger and earrings in gold together with a chariot 
НeМorateН аТtС “motСerάoПάpearl, МarnelТan anН РolН”, 
1 РТšάРíРТrάII ra-ᵓà-tum si

4
 kù-gi (75.10187 obv. ii 6). 

The victory over Mari was the occasion for 
ПurtСer РТПts oП tСТs kТnНέ ˻ММorНТnР to tСe eбtremelв 
fragmentary annual document 75.12450 (I.Z. 15), the 
chariots of Ibbi-zikir and two other leaders needed 
“ηἅβ Р oП РolН Пor tСe НeМoratТons oП tСeТr аСeels, 
1έη4 kР oП Мopper Пor “Сooks”, giŠάгú, [έέέ”έ TСe РolН 
for the decorations of the pectorals and the reins of 
the chariot of the minister, together with that for the 
reТns oП tСe kТnР oП σaРar, СaН been irst reРТstereН 
Тn ἅ4έ1ίβέ  ˻sТmТlar sСort teбt, ἅ4έ1ί1, МonМerns tСe 
gold for the reins given to another ally, the king of 
Haddu.92 

 ˻ МСarТot belonРeН to tСe ТМonoРrapСв oП tСe 
StormάРoН ώaННa oП alab, a аarrТor РoНέ TСe kТnР 
oППereН to СТm Пor СТs oаn “purТiМatТon”, sТkТl, “1 
chariot, whose 2 wheels (were decorated with) gold, 
mother-of-pearl and carnelian, together with 2 reins, 
four bridles (with) an eagle of gold, 4 hooks, a goad, 
1 НaРРer oП РolН, 1 multТМoloureН kТlt”, 1 giŠ-gigir-
ii ša-ti 2 giŠ-gam-gam-sù kù-gi wa ra-ᵓà-tum si

4
 2 

níРάanšeάak 4 eškТrТ
x
 á-MuŠen kù-gi 4 zi-kir-ra-tum 

wa giŠάbarάuš 1 Рír marάtu kùάРТ 1 íb+ТТТάtúg-sa
6
-gùn 

(75.1542 obv. I 1-ii 6).93 ˻notСer МСarТot аas oППereН 
to ώaННa Тn tСe вear IέZέ ίθμ ἅηέ1λ1ἆ (εEE 1ί, βλ) 
obЯέ Т λ‒ТТ βλέ

The amounts of gold and silver employed for 
covered wagons (presumably for the ladies of the 
Мourt) are РТЯen Тn ˻ RET XIV β reЯέ ТЯ 4‒η ήή ἅθέλἅ4 
reЯέ ТТТ β‒4μ βλ maάna (1γέθγ kР) babbarμkù η maάna 
tar (2.70 kg) kù-gi giŠ-gígir×é- giŠ-gígir×é; 75/86.G.3 
obЯέ ТТ θ‒ТТТ 1μ β4 maάna (11έβἆ kР) babbarμkù kТn

5
-ak 

1 giŠ-gígir×é. The gold employed for the harnesses 
oП tСese МСarТots Пolloаs, ˻RET XIV β reЯέ ТТТ 
γ‒η ήή ἅθέλἅ4 reЯέ ТТ β‒γμ “1ίέἆ1 kР oП РolН Пor tСe 
neМkМСaТns oП tСe mules oП tСe kТnР”, βγ maάna kùάРТ 
ka-dù-gíd bar.an-bar.an en.

 ˻ reТnάrТnР Тn bronгe (Tεέίθέύέλίθ) Сas been 
ТНentТieН bв Rέ DolМeέ94 It was found in a room 
together with two statuettes, wooden carvings and 
tesserae of mother-of-pearl inlays used as decorations 
Пor ПurnТtureέ ReТnάrТnРs Пrom KТš anН Ur СaЯe a 
mule or an onager as decorative element, not an 
ass judging from its short ears.95 These rings were 

92 ˻rМСТ, ˼ТРa βίίγ, 1λ anН βηάβθ respeМtТЯelвέ
93 ˻rМСТ βί1γ, 11 ο ˻rМСТ βί1η, ηἆ4έ TСe Сarness oП tСe equТНs 
have been studied by Conti 1997, 44-55.
94 DolМe βί1η, 1βλά1γίέ  ˻lТst oП reТnάrТnРs НateН to tСe γrН mТl-
lennium B.C. is given in Zarins 2014, 401-402.
95 ZarТns βί14, 1γβ, iРsέ βέθθ, βέηἅέ
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useН also Пor quaНrТРasμ Пour НrauРСt anТmals аere 
hitched to a two-wheeled chariot, according to some 
representations of the third millennium B.C. from 
Sumer and Babylonia.96 The seal impressions from 
Mari and Tell Beydar seem to represent a team of 
tаo equТНsν anotСer Пrom UrkТš Сas ТnsteaН tСree 
equids.97 The leaders of Ebla went to war with two-
wheeled chariots, whereas the war scenes from Mari 
and Tell Beydar represented on seals and inlays have 
four-wheeled carts, following the iconography of the 
standard of Ur.98 

10. CHariots in funeral CereMonies

The set of funerary gifts for the minister Ibrium 
(ἅηέ1λβγ obЯέ бТТТ ἆ‒бТЯ βη) ТnМluНeН “4ἅί Р oП РolН 
for two pairs of reins with four brooches and for the 
decoration of the two wheels of a chariot; 39 g of tin 
to be melted (with copper for) one hook; 39 g of silver 
(for) three z.; 117 g of gold (for) 1 pairs of reins and 
one brooМС (Пor) one male ass”, 1 maάna kùάРТ kТn

5
-ak 

β níРάanšeάak 4 kùάsal wa nu
11

-za 2 giŠάašuН giŠ-gígir-
ii 5 gín dilMun anάna šub si-in 1 giŠάгú η Рín dilMun 
kùάРТ 1 níРάanšeάak 1 kùάsal 1 igi-nita. This passage 
makes it clear that the two reins (the usual equipment 
for two draught equids) were given as funerary sets 
to be deposited in the grave together with a belt, a 
dagger and a helmet as the belongings of a valiant 
warrior. The single pair of reins was instead for the 
ass which had to draw the chariot bearing the corpse.

˻ МСarТot Тs mentТoneН also Тn relatТon to tСe 
Пuneral oП tаo prТnМessesμ TТnТbάНulum anН TТšteά
damu. It was the minister Ibbi-zikir in both cases 
who provided the 470 g of gold for the reins and 
tСeТr Пour НeМoratТons (β níРάanšeάak 4 kùάsal)μ 
ἅηέβγγ4 (ο ˻RET XX βη) obЯέ ТТТ 4‒1ί, anН 
ἅηέββἅθ obЯέ ТТ λ‒1γέ99 ˻lso DusТРu, tСe motСer oП 
kТnР Išᶜar-damu, was taken to her grave in a chariot 
Нraаn bв tаo asses, ἅηέ1λθβ+ obЯέ бТТ β‒ἆμ “1 
pair of reins of 235 g of gold; 8 g of silver (for) 
covering the side of 1 chariot; 2 brooches of 204 g 
of gold; {235 g of gold (for) 1 pair of reins} of two 
asses”, β níРάanšeάak tar kùάРТ 1 babbarμkù nu

11
-za 

1 zag 1 giŠάРíРТrάII β kùάsal βθ kùάРТ дtar kùάРТ [β] 
níРάanšeάak} β igi-nita.100

96 See ZarТns βί14, 11θά1βἅ, iРsέ βέ4ί, βέ41, βέ4β, βέ4θ, ηλ (Dв-
ala, Nippur, Ur).
97 For Mari see Beyer 2007. The seals from Tell Beydar/Nabada 
and Mari are reproduced by Bretschneider et al. 2009, 22, 26. 
TСe seal Пrom UrkТš Тs publТsСeН bв DoСmannάPПтlгner, PПтlгner 
βίίί, ββἅ iРέ βλέ
98 See eέРέ ZarТns βί14, 1βἅ iРέ βέηλ, 1γί iРέ θβέ
99 ˻rМСТ βίίβb, 1ἅ4ά1ἅἅ ο ˻ rМСТ βί1η, ἅἅ4άἅἅἅέ
100 ἅηέ1λθβ+ Тs a montСlв НoМumentέ  ˻ parallel passaРe Мon-
МernТnР tСe Пunerarв РТПts Пor DusТРu Тs Тn tСe annual НoМument 
ἅηέ1ίίἆἆ+ reЯέ бЯТТ β4‒бЯТТТ βγ, аСТМС Нoes not aНН tСe equТp-
ment Пor tСe МСarТot, ˻ rМСТ βίίβb, 1ἅἆ ο ˻ rМСТ βί1η, ἅἅἆάἅἅλέ

The fact that a great leader, a major protagonist in 
the fortunes of Ebla during the eighteen years when he 
аas Тn oПiМe, аas borne to СТs РraЯe bв a МСarТot Нraаn 
by a single ass, while the reins for a team of animals 
which symbolized his war chariot were given as a 
funeral gift (to be placed in his grave), is clear proof 
that the chiefs of Ebla were not buried with a team of 
equids. It is even less probable that equids were buried 
alongside the tomb of deceased ladies, as a mark of 
tСeТr СТРС statusέ  ˻ rТМС Сarness аas proЯТНeН Тn tСТs 
case for the funeral chariot, and further reins were not 
aННeН to tСeТr personal Пunerarв outitέ101 

The hypogeum G4, built roughly 6 m below the 
loorТnР oП a Мentral unТt oП tСe PalaМe,102 belonged 
to a phase characterized by a trend towards mortuary 
eбМlusТЯeness, as PeltenburР Сas tСeorТгeНμ “tСe 
material stage for ancestor ceremonies had been 
transferred from open, inclusive performances to 
more МontrolleН spaМes anН inallв to СТРСlв restrТМteН 
Яenues anН soМТal partТМТpants”έ103 This hypogeum did 
not permit the burying of equids.

It is quite possible, instead, that it was felt 
unacceptable that the animals hitched to the funerary 
chariot could be used again and that they were, 
consequently, slaughtered. In a previous phase, 
when the the tombs were outside the city, like the 
mausoleum for the kings (é ma-tim *bayt-i maw-tim) 
in nenaš,104 it is possible that these animals (asses, 
not hybrids according to the written evidence) were 
buried in the vicinity of the tombs and considered 
in some way as possessions of the deceased for 
the afterlife. The leadership of the minister Ibrium 
would not have been symbolized, however, by the 
ass used for his funeral, but by the reins similar to 
those he had used in so many battles for his war 
chariot draught by mules. The precious decoration 
of the funerary chariot might however have been 
deposited in the tombs.

The extraordinary mortuary complex of Umm 
elάεarra, НeineН as “an elТte lanНsМape oП НeatС”,105 
preceds ideologically (although not chronologically) 
tСe eЯТНenМe Пrom Ebla, anН releМts a НТППerent soМТal 
group. It was enclosed by a stone wall and, adjacent 
to the tombs were mudbrick structures containing 
equТНsέ In partТМular, ТnstallatТon ύ МonsТsteН oП “a 

101 For tСe Пunerarв РТПts oП tСe laНТes oП Ebla, see ˻rМСТ βίίβb ο 
˻rМСТ βί1η, ἅθίάἅλἆν ˻rМСТ βί1β, βίάβηέ TСe Ebla НoМumenta-
tТon Нoes not enable us to aРree аТtС DolМe βί14, λ, аСo Мon-
sТНers tСe СвbrТНs (“РТПts at tСe Мentre oП ТnterreРТonal eМonomТМ 
НвnamТМs”), a “possessТon Тn НeatС” eЯen oП аomenμ “a mark oП 
social distinction for elites and sovereigns, but not of gender”έ
102 Matthiae 1997.
103 Peltenburg 2007/8, 232.
104 ˻RET XI, 144έ
105 DetaТleН reports oП tСТs mortuarв Мompleб are SМСаartг βί1βν 
2016.
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lower pit which contained four equids of relatively 
young age ranged one beside the other, as a team of 
Пour anТmals (iРέ 1ἅ), аСТle tСe upper pТt ТnМluНeН 
Пour stanНТnР equТНs oП ЯarТeН aРes”έ106 These equids, 
diagnosed as being hybrids of onager and donkey, 
indicated the high status of the interred individuals. 
It seems quite probable that these animals had to 
aММompanв tСe НeМeaseН Тn tСe aПterlТПeέ ˻t Ebla tСТs 
belief seems to have been represented by the reins, and 
probable by the precious decorations of the chariot.107

TСe burвТnР oП saМrТiМeН Нonkeвs, attesteН Тn otСer 
areas and periods, as in Tell Haror (Negev), cannot be 
confused with the meaning of burying equids in EB 
IIIάIV nortСern SвrТaέ108 TСe rТte oП tСe “saМrТПМe oП 
Нonkeвs”, ېayāram, ېayārī qaṭālum, was common at 
˻morrТte εarТ on tСe oММasТon oП polТtТМal allТanМeέ109
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Text Year Mules: number, price (níg-sa
10

) in silver (ma-na), place of origin

ἅηέ1γἅλ rέ ТЯ 4‒θ ˻rrukum 1 b.a.μ 3 m. Mi-na-i-umki

ἅηέ14ίθ oέ бТ 1‒1λ
oέ бТ 11‒1γ

” b.a.-b.aέμ γ m. Ìr-kuki; b.a.-b.a.μ 4 m. Da-ti-umki

1 b.aέμ 1 m.
ἅηέ141γ oέ ТТТ 11‒4
oέ ТЯ η‒ἅ
oέ Я β‒η

” b.a-b.aέμ 1ί mέ I-šar šuάmuάtaР
4

2 b.a.μ 4 mέ [           (2 m.)
1 b.a.μ 52 gín Ti-ti-nu

ἅηέ1ἆἅβ(+) oέ Т ἆ‒ТТ 1
oέ ЯТТТ θ‒λ
oέ бТ γ‒θ

” b.a.-b.a.: 40 m.; 2 m. še kù b.a.-b.-a. en
b.a-b.aέμ 1 mέ áš-ti en-šarki

3 b.aέμ γν1ί mέ Рanba ni-abki      (1;03 m.)
ἅηέ1λβἆ oέ Тб η‒1ί ” 1 b.a.: 2 m. áš-ti en Gàr-muki

ἅηέ1ίίηί rέ бТЯ 14‒1ἆ ” 1 b.a.: 1 m. áš-ti Ga-ga-ba-anki 
ἅηέ1ἅίη(+) oέ ЯТ λ‒1ί
rέ Тб 1ί‒11
rέ б β‒θ
ἅθέθἅβ(+) oέ Я 1‒η

Ibr. 01 1 b.a: 1;30 m.
1 b.a.: 1;10 m. ganba( ki.laM)
1 b.a.: 4 m. áš-ti en Ra-ᵓр-akki

1. b.a.: 10 gín kù-gi (= 50 gín kù-babbar) Ba-ېa-nТ-umki

ἅηέ1ίίἅἅ(+) rέ Я θ‒11
rέ Я βί‒ЯТ β
rέ бЯ λ‒11

Ibr. 02 1 b.aέμ 1;30 m. áš-ti Ra-ᵓр-akki

1 b.aέμ 2;25 m. Mi-na-i-umki

[б] b.aέμ [б] mέ A-šuki

ἅηέβ4θ4 oέ бТЯ 1ἅ‒1λ
ἅηέβγγγ oέ ЯТТТ λ‒11
rέ б β‒ἅ

Ibr. 03 1 b.a.: 2 m. en-neki

1 b.a.: 1 m. Sag-garki

1 b.a: 55 g. ganba ni-abki

ἅηέ1ἅἅ1 oέ λ‒1ἅ Ibr. 04 1 b.a.: 2 m. Ba-na-i-umki in níg-kas
4
 Ma-ríki

ἅ4έβγθη oέ бТТТ θ‒ἆ Ibr. 13 [1˹+]β b.a.: 6 m. Na-gàrki     (2 m. ?)
ἅηέ1ἅγί(+) oέ ТТ 1η‒1λ
oέ ТТТ ββ‒β4

Ibr. 14 2 b.a.: 6 m. ḫi-ra-ù Na-gàrki      (3 m.)
<x> b.a.: 5 m. A-šaki Wa-na šuάba

4
-ti

ἅηέβ4θη rέ бТб ἆ‒1β Ibr. 16 <x> b.a.: 6 m. Iš
11

-da-mu di-kud šuάmuάtak
4
 

ἅηέ1ίβ1ί oέ бТЯ 1θ‒1λ
rέ бЯТ γצ‒θצ

Ibr. 17 2 b.a.: 4 m. áš-ti Na-gàrki       (2 m.)
1 b.a.: 1 m. Wa-na šuάba

4
-ti

ἅηέ1ίίἆἆ(+) oέ бТТ γ‒ἆ
бТТ 11‒1θ
rέ Я 1η‒1λ

I.Z. 03 4 b.aέμ βί mέ ᵓÀ-Ррr šuάmuάtak
4
 si-in Na-gàrki    (5 m)

<x> b.aέμ βί mέ Gú-sa si-in Na-gàrki šuάmuάtak
4

24 b.aέμ 1λ mέ      (1;16 m.)
ἅηέ1ίβί1 oέ ббЯ γί‒γ4
rέ Тб β4‒βἅ
rέ бТТТ 1ἅ‒βί

I.Z. 04 1 b.a.: 2;30 m. áš-da Na-ba-ti-i-umki en
4 b.a., 1 b.aέμ βν4ί mέ Рanba Ìr-kuki     (32 gín)
4 b.aέμ ἆ mέ A-šum šuάba

4
-ti      (2 m.)

ἅηέ1λ1ἆ rέ I 1‒θ
rέ Т ἅ‒1β

I.Z. 05 24 b.aέμ 1ί mέ Рanba Ìr-kuki

4 b.aέμ βί mέ in Na-gàrki en-ᵓà-da-mu Da-zi-ma-du  (5 m)
ἅηέ1ίίἅ4 rέ ЯТТ λ‒1ἆ
rέ б γβ‒γθ

I.Z. 06 2 b.a. Ib-rí-um 1 b.a. Zú-ba-lum [НumuάnТta Ibrέ]μ θ mέ [áš-du] Na-gàrki    (2 m.)
1 b.a.: 2;02 m. en ὠšάНu Na-gàrki    

ἅηέβθββ rέ ТТ 1ἆ‒ТТТ ἅ
rέ ТТТ ἆ‒1γ

I.Z. 07 38 b.a. ganba Ìr-kuki 2 b.a. ganba ᵓÀ-da-nТkiμ 11νβί mέ   (17 gín) 
6 b.a.: 14 m. áš-da Na-gàrki ganba ni-abki      (2;20 m.)

ἅηέβ4βἆ oέ бТТТ 14‒1η
oέ ббТ 1γ‒1ἅ
oέ ббТ 1ἆ‒ββ
oέ ббТ βγ‒βἅ

I.Z. 08 1 b.aέμ 53 gín  
3 b.aέμ 1β mέ A-bù-a-duki Zu-um পТάmuάdu    (4 m.)   
1 b.aέμ 3 m. A-bù-a-duki in sa.za

x
ki 

2 b.aέμ θ mέ en-ᵓр-da-mu šuάmuάtaР
4        

(3 m.)
  

ἅηέβηίἆ oέ Т βἆ‒βλ
oέ бТб γη‒41
rέ бТТТ γ1‒γβ

I.Z. 09 4 b.aέμ 1ί mέ        (βνγί mέ)
5 b.aέμ 14 mέ Na-gàrki en-ᵓр-da-mu du.du si-in Na-gàrki  (2;48 m.)
2 b.a.: 1;20 m.        (40 gín)

ἅηέβ4βλ oέ ТТ 1ἆ‒β1
rέ бЯТТ ἅ‒ἆ
rέ ббТТТ 1ἆ‒βλ

I.Z. 10 3 b.a.: 3 m. en Na-gàrki        (1. m.)
5 b.a.: 10 m. en Na-gàrki       (2 m.)
1 b.a.: 2 m. Ma-ríki ... en-ᵓр-da-mu du.du si-in Na-gàrki

ἅηέβηίἅ oέ ТТ 1‒4
oέ Я γλ‒ЯТ λ
oέ ЯТ 1β‒1ἆ

I.Z. 11 2 b.a-salμ 1 mέ ri-ېaki en    (30 gín)
<x> b.a.: 12;36 m. si-in Na-gàrki en-ᵓр-da-mu šuάbalάak
3 b.a.μ η mέ lú Zú-ba-lum Ša-la-da-rí-ne Na-gàrki šuάba

4
-ti   (1;40 m.)

ἅθέηγ4 oέ ТЯ ἆ‒λ
oέ ТЯ βί‒β1

I.Z. 12 16 b.a.: 60 m.           (3;45 m.)
2 b.a.: 6 m.             (3 m.)

ἅηέ1ίβίβ reЯέ 4‒ἆ I.Z. 13 1 b.a.: 3 m. áš-da Sa-ù-mu Na-gàrki

ἅηέβη4γ oέ ТТТ η‒ἆ I.Z. 4 b.a.: 4 m. gaba-da-mu        (1 m.) 
˻RET VII ἅ1 § 1
§§ β‒ἆ

? 1 b.a.: 1;03 m.
1 b.a.: 1 m.

˻RET VII ἅη § 1 4 b.a.: 6 m.      (1;30 m.)
˻RET XII θ14 ТТТ η‒ἅ ? 3 b.a. sТkТl lú luРal Ma-ríki: 12 m.     (4 m.)
˻RET XII ἅἆθ Т ? 4 b.a.: 10;05 m.    (2;31 m.)

Table 1. Prices of mules.



Šamagan and the Mules of Ebla Syrian Gods in Sumerian Disguise

55

Text Year Asses (i.n.): price (níg-sa
10

) in silver, place of origin

ἅηέ1ἆἅβ(+) oέ бТ θ‒ἅ ˻rrέ 4 i.nέμ 1νγἅ mέ            (β4έβη gín)

ἅηέβγγγ rέ б η‒ἅ Ibr. 03 4 i.n. u
5
μ βνίβ mέ Рanba ni-abki     (30.5 gín)

ἅηέ1ί14γ+ oέ бЯТТ ἅ‒ἆ Ibr. 10 3 i.n. u
5
μ 1νί1 mέ          (βίέγ Рín) 

ἅηέ14θ4 oέ бЯТТ λ‒ rέ Т β Ibr. 12 4 i.nέμ 1νβη mέ Puzur
4
-ma-lik ganba dGa-mi-iš      (21.2 gín)

ἅηέβγθη rέ ТЯ 1ἆ‒1λ Ibr. 13 6 i.n. u
5
μ 1νβ1 mέ [Pσ] Рanba        (13.5 gín)

ἅηέ1ἅγί oέ ТТТ βἆ‒ТЯ γ Ibr. 14 2 i.n. u
5
μ [б mέ]     

ἅηέ1ίβ1ί rέ ЯТТ 1‒γ Ibr. 17 2 i.n. u
5
μ [б mέ] Bù-da-ma-lik [έέέ] Рanba dGa-mi-iš

ἅηέ1ἆθί rέ Т 1λ‒β1

rέ Т ββ‒β4

I.Z. 01 6 i.nέμ 1ν41 mέ Рanba              (17 gín)

3 i.nέ enμ ηθ Рín Wa-ba-rúm ganba dGa-mi-iš  (19 gín)

ἅηέβ4θβ rέ ТТТ 1β‒1γ I.Z. 02 6 i.nέμ 1νηη mέ áš-da Mu-mu Ma-ríki     (19 gín)

ἅηέ1ίβί1 rέ Тб βί‒βγ I.Z. 04 3 i.nέμ η4 Рín Рanba ni-abki        (18 gín)

ἅηέ1λ1ἆ rέ бЯТТ β1‒ββ I.Z. 05 12 i.nέμ γνί4 mέ               (15.34 gín)

ἅηέ1ίίἅ4 r бТб 1ἆ‒1λ I.Z. 06 3 i.n.μ ηγ Рín Wa-ba-rúm ganba         (17.67 gín)

ἅηέβθββ rέ ТТТ 14‒1η I.Z. 07 9 i.nέμ βνίἆ mέ Wa-ba-rúm ganba      (14.23 gín)

ἅηέβ4βἆ rέ ЯТТ γ‒11 I.Z. 08 10 i.n. enμ βν1λέη mέ Wa-ba-rúm ganba    (14 gín)

ἅηέβηίἆ oέ ббТЯ βγ‒βἅ I.Z. 09 9 i.nέ enμ βν1ίέη mέ Рanba ni-abki       (14.5 gín)

ἅηέβηίἅ rέ бЯТТ 1β‒1θ I.Z. 11 5 i.nέμ 44έη Рín Wa-ba-rúm       (8.9 gín)

ἅηέβ4βθ rέ бТТ λ‒1γ I.Z. 13 8 i.nέ enμ β mέ Рanba ni-abki       (15 gín)

ἅηέβη4γ oέ ТТ 11‒1β I.Z. 2 i.nέμ 1 mέ              (30 gín)

ἅηέβη4γ oέ Я β‒γ I.Z. 2 i.nέμ γί Рín              [(15 gín)

˻RET X ηλ obЯέ γ‒η I.Z. 2 gú-bar gig gùn níg-sa
10

 i.nέ     (4 níРάsaРšu)
˻RET XVI γί § 1γ I.Z. 1 i.nέμ 1ί Рín              (1ί Рín)

 

Table 2. Prices of asses.
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