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Stratigraphic history of the ab: P =

At first the abi was open to the sky, and looked
like a well (phase 1).

When Tupkish built his Palace, and raised
the formal wing much higher than the
ground where the @b/ stood, the well-like
cylinder was raised as well (phase 2).

Soon afterwards, the cylinder was
broken (you can see this clearly on
the left when you are inside), the
structure was roofed, and an ante-
chamber was built to allow entrance.
This remained in use for several
centuries from phase 2 to phase 4.

At the end (phases 5-6) the
corbelled vault was removed and
the abi was once more open to

the sky.

Phases 5-6
(1900 - 1300 B.C.)
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The “magic” circles

Very shallow pits were found throughout
the levels inside the abi. They were drawn
to perform the rituals described in later

Hurrian texts like the one translated below.
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When at night on the
second day (of the ritual)
a star leaps, the offerer
comes to the temple and
bows to the deity. Two
daggers which were
made along with the
(statue of) the new deity
they take and (with them)
dig a pit for the deity in
front of the table.
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1 1 Finds from the b7
e &

This head of a human figurine with a
cavity in the head suggests it was meant
for some special purpose. It was found in
a pit near the ab7. It is possible that it was
used in connection with the rituals held
there, which is certainly the case for the

objects on the next two pages, found inside
the abu.
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Miniature anthropomorphic jar AN M5l
Probably representing a deity of the b l:..LJl il d_hﬂ Ll chas 5-| "

Netherworld, this miniature jar was found

inside the abi. Later Hurrian texts say that . dallade e e el el '1'-5’?_-.1
perfume was poured out during the bl el Ay gl il 8 S Y
sacrifices: this may have been used for just lagh s ille el L olS Tale 5
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such a purpose.




Piglets for the Netherworld Al el daliy o pra s

The spout of a vessel in the form of a Lede a8 w e Ko e axl el ja
pig (found inside the abi), and the o N o il ’ Y1 el

impression of a seal of the queen with a B e .
pig. Piglets and puppy dogs were the most & sl 8N 6 uan S g sl o nls
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