Tour stop 7

The Temple
of the lion
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The bronze lions
of Tish-atal are
likely to have been
found near the
entrance, where
you see today a
partly damaged

access ramp.



A virtual reconstruction

The Temple was the first structure
excavated in Mozan, in 1984. From
the start, we could tell that it had been
built around 2400 B.C. (a date con-
tirmed by 14C). But we only had the
original floor and the foundations.
Today, you see a partial reconstruction
of two walls (the original stone
foundations are in part visible from
the outside). The plaster on the rec
onstructed walls is uneven because it
is part of an experiment in con-
servation.
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3-D rendering by N. Dell’'Unto



Lions from the Temple

A stone statue was found within the
Temple itself, unfortunately damaged. The
two bronze lions of Tish-atal (sold on the
market in 1948, with an inscription linking
them to Urkesh) are likely to come from
a foundation box by the entrance to the

Temple.
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The stele from the Temple

Near the Temple there must have been
a workshop where a sculptor was
working on this stele — which he left
unfinished, perhaps because the stone
split under his chisel...

One side shows the
works in the fields. A
tarmer is pushing his
plow down in the
furrow, bechind his
draft animal. With its
backside (below), the
stele offers a good
description of life in
the countryside.

The other side of the
stele represents a
herd of quadrupeds
in circular motion.
The strong sense of
movement is an
important stylistic
aspect of Urkesh art.



“Arrivederci” online...

Your visit to the actual site of Tell Mozan
can be supplemented by many more visits
to our website, #rkesh.org.

A special section will help you develop
personal itineraries, so you can come back
to Tell Mozan with your own personal
anticipation of what you may find.
Excavations are in the summer, and if you
come while we are at work you will enjoy
the added benefit of seeing an excavation
in progress.
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