From section to section

You have been walking through a “corridor” flanked by sec-
tions, and you now face wall and staircase, again flanked by sec-
tions.

Like a doctor reading X-rays, you are beginning to read behind
the cuts we make in the mound. You can see how ancient vol-
umes, still unexcavated and thus hidden, can be visualized.

Look at your left. The neat and level sequence of layers is iden-
tical to the one you just saw in the other side (stop 1). It is in fact
the same. Or so we can assume. It stretches across a distance of
some 40 meters to the west (your left).

The accumulations that gradually covered escarpment and
wall on the other side, also covered wall and staircase on this
side. Once again, you can read time through space.

But there is here a new element, one that proved to be decisive
in explaining many things about the history of Urkesh. Look and
see if you detect something in the sections that is different from
what you saw before. The next panel at the top of the stairs will
tell you what we see.
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Sections against the revetment wall
similar to those you saw in Stop 1




A mountain in the city

To the left of the staircase you will see another “mountain tri-
angle,” like the one we first recognized on the wall you saw on
the other side. It is, indeed, the same wall. So it stands to reason
that the triangle motif should continue.

Notice how very rough this wall is, in contrast with the stair-
case to your right and the wall that flanks the staircase.

We like to think that this was intentional. The great wall is a
barrier, emulating the mountains in the distance. The triangle
motif emphasizes this perception. The staircase and the wall that

flanks it, with well
hewn stones, is a

bridge across the bar-
.-éh“,;gw rier — a bridge created
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, by our human culture.
We see the city emerge
as a way of re-

inventing nature.
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(1) To the left of the staircase, you can see the same triangle motif we (el aas ) (il ddaa Bl llSL ez LAl b ) (1)

have observed at stop 1. One triangle is complete, the other is partly S Ll (JaiSa J5Y) Caliall ] 48 ) A olica yaia) (53|
obliterated by the side wall of the staircase. This side wall was built at the 2 laall 1| Al 7 oAl il s G s g galae
same time as the escarpment (2400 B.C.) which abuts it. In stop 1, the (2.32400) A daaliall 3 jaaiall Lhiadl oLy G palza
escarpment is higher and it, too, obliterates the lower part of the triangle. g et 3 jandl Ldaiadll ple] 488l 8 Ll 88 LS
Thus this motif seems to have lost its significance between 2600 B.C. and ) O ol eCaliall (pe Jau¥) andll Jlary g clia giildia (e
2400 B.C. 2.3 2400-2600 (i 4iseal 288y 12y Culial)
(2) To your right, east of the staircase, you see in section the red Ll adaiall 8 5 5 ez oAl 5 % el ) (2)
escarpment of the third miillenninm. The accumulations above it date fo the W 3daal) 3 AN Gl ) sailadl 5 5eaY) (5 slL 5 jasial)
Mittani period, and constitute the earliest evidence we have of this period. (,ﬁi ISy e Al yuanll 1) & )l glay o3 BIS )
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