Facing
the
centuries

The wall in front of you was built around
2600 B.C. It encased the terrace that sloped up
to the temple you see in the distance. It re-
mained in use for over 1000 years. In the last
centuries of Urkesh (1500 to 1200 B.C.) the
plaza was filled in, and the effect was lost —

much as it is lost today. In order to recapture
the original perception of this vast sacred space,
you are invited to walk down the steps on your
left to the level of the ancient plaza.
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The clash of centuries

The three meters of accumulations in front of you were deposited in
just a little over a century (1400-1300 B.C.)

The wall against which the accumulations rose was built some twelve
centuries earlier. And it stood, fully visible, for those twelve centuries.

The layers at the bottom date to the same period as the wall (you will
see more details in the next panel). So the later layers lay directly above
and against layers that had remained exposed for more than a millennium.

Why?

The answer is in the fact that to the south (your right) new buildings
were erected which blocked the Plaza. This caused the Plaza to become a
basin — and as a result it filled up relatively rapidly.

That is the archaeologist’s secret: to see connections across space that
are not immediately apparent. This is why our trade is often compared to

that of a sleuth, our story to a
Temple and Terrace .
detective novel...
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Sections - time seen through space

Sections are an essential aspect of archaeological work. They show us
a cut through the materials that have accumulated sometime over centu-
ries. They are, physically, a measure of time.

Looking at them, you understand well the concept of stratum. It is a
slice through space that corresponds to a period in time. Everything that is
found in that slice was in use at the same moment in time.

The concept of stratum is fundamental in archaeology. You may well
ask yourselves how we can date the wall in front you to 2600 B.C. and the
strata in the facing section to twelve centuries later. It is because of the
items (written documents, ceramics, carbonized wood) found in strata as-
sociated with each of these structures.

This is also what distinguishes true archaeology from treasure hunt-
ing.

On your tour of Tell Mozan, you will see many examples of sections.
We protect and explain them with the same care reserved for monuments.
The curtain is of the same type we use for mudbrick walls, except for the
painted stripes: these help you to see at a glance the difference between
sections and walls.
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Facing the centuries

In archaeology, you dig from the top and count
from the bottom. It is obvious why, when you look
at the section. As time passes, things accumulate on
top of each other. There are five main horizons in
Utrkesh history.

(1) Under a metal cover to your left, there is the
earliest wall that parallels the big wall — but is some
eight centuries older. This was the time when cities
started, and so did Urkesh, which begins to define
its Hurrian identity.

(2) Next, cities develop into more assertive
states, and Syro-Mesopotamia develops into a co-
herent cultural entity. That is when the lage stone
wall was built for the Temple Terrace.

(3) The first empire (Akkad) controls all of
Syro-Mesopotamia, but leaves Urkesh alone, as the
safest access to the mountain resources. This is the
time of the Palace you will see later.

(4) By 2000, Urkesh has shrunk but retains its
significance as a Hurrian religious center under the
“Amorite” kingdoms (the “Khabur” period). We
have many graves from this period, especially
above the abandoned Palace.

(5) The last three centuries of Urkesh coincide
with the last three centuries of the Hurrians, now
represented by the powerful state of Mittani. Until
the end, Urkesh functions as a Hurrian shrine.
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(1) The layers are very regular, showing how evenly the buildup
accumnlated in the Plaza, against the wall of the Temple Terrace. They
consist of dust deposited by the wind, then compacted by rain (even snow)
and the trampling of people walking.

(2) There is no trace of any later intrusions such as pits, graves,
tannurs. Nor is there any trace of dumping. This means that the Plaza was
a highly privileged space — because of its sacrality.

(3) The accummulations grew to a point where the revetment wall of the
Terrace was entirely covered and thus no longer visible. This was allowed to
happen because the focal point of the Temple had shifted from east to west.
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The ancient perception

Archaeology is like vertical tourism.

We visit landscapes and people from times long since past.

And we want to make our own the basic feelings these ancient forebears ex-
perienced. Just as we do when we visit not other times, but other counttries.

It is, through archaeology, the country of the past that we visit.

But we must not fantasize. Here is where scholarship can lead us by the hand.
It tells us what are the reasonable patterns that truly reflect the ancient perception.

Here is a beautiful example. Look at the wall in front of you. We have taken
you all the way down to this level so that you may be able to see it as the ancients did,
looking up at it from the Plaza, where you are standing. And not from above, like an
animal in a zoo...

Now think. The wall was built 46 centuries ago, even before the pyramids. As
we showed you in the previous panel, the wall remained unimpeded for at least
twelve centuries, and only then did it gradually become obliterated by the accumula-
tions that buried it from view — and thus happily preserved it for us. For all that time
the Plaza, the one where you are standing, remained a privileged space, unsullied. Can
you share in the sense of awe that induced the ancients to so respect this sacred
space?

Look more carefully now. Do you recognize any patterns?
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Here is a curious pattern for a wall — triang]les!
And it is not accidental. You will see it also in
one of the next stops, to the left of the main
staircase. It is too pronounced to be accidental
—and it seems to occur at other sites as well.

It seems not very practical as a construction
technique. So we ask: could it have a symbolic
function?

Rows of rounded triangles are found
frequently in Mesopotamian art — as in this
Akkadian seal. Three triangles are also the
cuneiform sign for mountain. Could our wall be
like a pointer to the Hurrian homeland - the
mountains you see in the distance?
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In antiquity, you would look up at the wall
trom the lower level of the Plaza. But the wall
itself was charged with meaning. It set a
boundary between the sphere of humanity and
that of the gods. It was a barrier.

To emphasize this message, the wall itself
was set up higher. A steep escarpment protected
its base and raised it to a higher plane,
symbolically as well as physically.

The first escarpment was built with the wall
itself. The second only two centuries later.

Then, when the Plaza had become a basin,
the accumulations began to grow and the Plaza
floor rose to where it met the wall itself, canceling
the effect that was intended by the escarpment.
At this point, low curtain walls were erected
that shieded the wall fom easy direct access.
One is shown here in the lower picture, as it
was when first excavated. We have since removed
it, but you see traces of it in the sections.
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Looking at
the Plaza

If you look back from
the wall, you see the same
type of leveling in the
direction of the Plaza, to
the south. The third
millennium floors dipped
to the southwest (your
right). The Mittani
accumulations (begi
around 1400 B.C.)
become progressively
more level un til they are
perfectly flat.
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(1) The accummulations to the south, immediately below the
Mittani levels, date to Ninevite 1. 1t seems likely that these
early floors were still visible in Mittani times, because we have
Sfound no evidence of Mittani period cuts that would have
removed the later layers.

(2) The metal cover in front of the large 3" millennium stone
wall protects the remnants of what appears to be an earlier wall
— parallel in orientation and structurally analogous to the later
wall. The ceramics from the soundings is Late Chalcolithic 3,
as in all other soundings below the third millennium levels.
Hence we assume this is a 4” millenninm antecedent of the
revetment wall, about 12 m. above the ancient plain level.
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On most panels and generally on the upper
right, you will find a logo with one or more of
the maps and date bars given below. This will
help you situate yourself immediately at the
place and time to which the panel refers.
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EDIII revetment wall (2600 B.C.)

first EDIII escarpment (2600 B.C.)

second EDIII escarpment (2500 B.C.)

Late Chalcolithic 3 revetment wall
(3500 B.C.)




o ate Late breach collapse
rev\zt;nent Eg‘jrllgzlr'th\::aﬁ Chalcolithic 3 in walls resulting
(2600 B.C.) (3500 B:,/ C.) revetment wall from breach

(3500 B.C.)



Our dating to the Late Chalcolithic period
1s based on two types of evidence.

(1) At the base of the wall (shown by the
arrow) the sherds are exclusively of that pe-
riod. Immediately above, there is a large

amount of LC3 sherds mixed with Ninevite
V sherds.

(2)Abutting the third millennium glacis
(above the top of the wall in front of you)
there is a glacis which overlays an earlier
glacis. Limited soundings there have
yielded material which dates exclusively to
the LC3 period — not only sherds, but also
seal impressions.

We assume that the breach occurred as a
result of heavy flooding from both the NW
(to the left) and from the N (in front of
you). This may have happened while work
was underway in the EDIII period for the
construction of the new revetment wall.

We further assume that the two LC3 walls
mark the NW corner of the Plaza in LC
times. The wall running east-west is an an-
tecedent of the revetment wall, the one run-
ning north-south serves as a dyke against
the water flow from the NW.
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As you walk back up the access staircase,
you can see the stone portion of the first es-
carpment.

It consists of a series of wide steps that slope
down from the base of the revetment wall, to
protect it from the water that was streaming
down from the NW.

This indicates that already in the early third
millennium the occupations levels were hi-
gher in that direction.



A bird’s
eye view

From this panoramic vista
point you can gain a comprehensive
view of the great Terrace wall and of
the staircase — both built around
2600 B.C. It is not how the ancients
saw it (the next stop will take you
down to their level ...). But the view
from up here, aided by the descrip-
tive panels in front of you, offer you
a good synthetic survey of the visual
and the historical dimensions of this

great monument.
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1 The temple - xall
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The walls you see at the
top are our
reconstruction.

What we found of the
ancient temple were
only the stone
foundations,
immediately below the
surface of the tell.

Even though founded

at such a high elevation,
this phase of the temple
dates as early as about
2350 B.C.

Because of the width of
the inner space, the lack
of columns and the
great thickness of the
external walls, we
assume that the
building had a pitched
roof.

From various
indications it appears
that the surface of the
Temple Terrace was
paved with mudbricks.



2 The builder
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Tis-atal, endan Urkes,
purli NERGAL pastom.

Thus begins the Hurrian text on
these two bronze lions. They come
from Urkesh, but were found lon
before our excavations, and sol
on the antiquities market (to the
Louvre and the Metropolitan
Museum).

In translation we think it reads:
“Tish-atal, king of Urkesh, built
the temple of Kumarbi.”

From various clues, we
hypothesize that the lions came
from foundation boxes under the
temple at the top. And if so, Tish-
atal is the builder or, more likely,
the rebuilder of the temple in the

late Akkadian period, around
2200 B.C.



3 The deity

We think that the Temple
was dedicated to Kumarbi,
the father of the gods in
Hurrian mythology.

He appears in later Hurrian
texts, roaming in the
mountains — the same
mountains you see in the
distance.

The scene on this seal
impression (from the Palace)
may represent just such a
perception of Kumarbi.
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4 The remote beginning
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From these small fragments
of sealings, and from the
ceramics associated with
them, we conclude that just
below the third millennium
Temple Terrace as we see it
now, there lurked a much
earlier version, dating to
about 3500 B.C. The main
reason is that these are not
isolated finds. Rather, they
come from all four spots
where we dug below the
third millennium surfaces
(shown by the black
arrows).

There are also some
structural indications of an
earlier phase, namely an
earlier staircase immediately
below the one you see to
your right (red arrow). It is
astounding that there could
have been such a massive
construction at such an early
date.



5 The long life of the Terrace
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Blocked staircase
(1400 B.C) {2 BLC)

The revetment wall and the main staircase were in
place by the middle of the third millennium.

They remained intact and in full view until the
middle of the second millennium, some 1000 years
later. This attests both to the construction skil}lls of
the Urkesh architects and to the great and persistent
sacrality of the area, which guaranteed that it would
never be atfected by intrusions.

From this vantage point you have a commanding
view of the main components of the structure. You
must however remember that the ancient vantage
point would have been from the lower level of the
plaza looking up (a view you can approximate by
going down the steps on your left).
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6 The lasting memory
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This earlier view of the excavations slightly
to your right shows how the plaza would
have looked around 1400 B.C.

By then, the plaza had become a basin,
with the buildings to the south (now the
hill behind you) serving as a dam that
blocked the downflow of debris that would
wash down from the Temple Terrace itself
and the surrounding areas.

As a result, the sedimentation filled in the
basin and the revetment wall was no longer
visible.

However, the memory of the stone
perimeter remained until the end, and you
can see (to your left) how a line can still be
detected serving as a hinge between the
the flat surface and the slope leading up
to the Temple.



THE PERCEPTION
OF SPACE
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7 A balance of perceptions
Y O 5

The architectural layout reflects two
distinct attitudes in the confrontation
with the divine world. The wall is the
seemingly insurmountable barrier,
and conversely the staircase is the

access negotiated by religion. . g s 0 jcie s ge Jadaa i uSes
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8 The plaza — a space set aside

The wide plaza at the base of the Aol gl daboal

; .. i {1l
Temple Terrace remains a privileged, e ()
dadniee pdeld L
open space throughout at least twelve .
centuries. It is an open space which — d'if"* Sanal
is never “contaminated” by such O T e ol
normal outdoor activities as the rwAl2 e
digging of pits, the discard of debris, g S Ll e
or the construction of minor structures el g i 2l i

such as bread ovens or bins. dade van A Al

You can appreciate this by looking at e o ;'f; )h.sl
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9 Asistercity  -Caal) Al
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h. .:. = Tamace wall
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The best arallel to our

Temple Terrace is found

at Chuera, a

contemporary city in the
iedmont area east of
ere.

While orientation,
distribution of
architectural elements and
dimensions differ, there
are strong similarities in
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10 The rule of asymmetry

The Urkesh Temple Terrace was
unlike the ziggurats of the south. The
southern version was properly a
temple tower, a symmetrical
projection of an idealized mountain.

For the Hurrians, mountains were

part of a living perception — as you
can well imagine seeing how close
the real mountains are.

Hence the asymmetry, both here and
at Chuera. Hence also the roughness
of the stone faces. We have, to be sure,
a built environment, but one that
imitates the coarseness and
unpredictability of the mountains.

The real ones, where Kumarbi walks.
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11 On a full moon... :_)J:,jl & guia L

You are unlikely to be here
“w ‘ during a full moon, nor
were the ancients able to
en%oy the benefits of
halogen projectors...

The surprise in store for
us when we first installed
these night lights was the
sharpness of the profiles,
which, to a more limited
extent, can also be enjoyed
under a full moon.

Similar perceptions of
space and light would
have played a role in the
life of the ancients,
attuned as they were to
the stark variations of the

natural cycles.
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12 Virtual realities el LA A8 5l
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A benefit of computer
3-D renderings is that they
can be adapted to
represent progressive
moments 1 our
understanding of the
ancient monument.

Here is an earlier virtual

reality model, still based

on our presumption of a

symmetrical perception of
space —a centrally located,
trapezoidal staircase and
an oval terrace.

Our future virtual reality
model will more closely
match the “real” reality
we are exposing in the

ground.



Facing the
transcendence

From the high vista point be-
hind us we looked down at the
staircase as a bird would. Now we
descend to the level where humans
stood — and still stand. We have ex-
cavated a large portion of the Plaza
specifically in order to make it pos-
sible for you to walk on the ground
the ancients trod. As you approach
the staircase, be mindful of the rich
meaning it held for those who ap-
proached it thousands of years ago.
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The southern edge

The small wall directly in front of you marks the edge of a
small street dating to about 1600 B.C.

The large wall below your feet marks another edge, much
more monumental. It dates to one thousand years earlier (2600
B.C.), and it is of the same type as the large walls you have seen
in the previous two stops. It marks, most likely, the south-eastern
corner of the Plaza, which extended for some one hundred me-
ters behind you and to your right.

The date? Once again, the section gives us the answer. You see
a dark grey layer beyond the lower wall. It is an ash dump that
contained large number of sealings with impressions dating to
about 2500 B.C. Since this layer overlays the wall, the wall must
be earlier — and the date of the construction of the Terrace wall
(2600 B.C.) seems very plausible for this wall as well.
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Conservation and site presentation

As you can tell, we are making a big effort to systemically con-
serve the ancient architecture, and to present it in such a way that
you, the visitor, may enjoy it and learn about the past. It is, we
teel, our responsibility as archaeologists to interpret our findings
— somewhat like an orchestra director who interprets a score for
all to hear the music behind it.

Both conservation and site presentation are inscribed in our
excavation strategy from the very first day of excavation. This
helps achieve a harmonious result, and reduces to a minimum
the costs. Here, for example, the initial plan of the excavations in-
cluded the location of this staircase.

But there is an important intellectual return as well. By con-
serving and interpreting the monuments, we are led to focus on
the larger picture within which they acquire their fuller meaning.
Thus the search for the ancient perception involves scholars as
much as a casual visitor.
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layer of mud above a strip of cloth
protects joints between stones
(mud is placed over all joints,

ere one sees the freshly laid mud)




(1) The large excavation that has opened up a perspective
towards the Temple Terrace (behind you) was undertaken in
2008 as a special effort to answer the need of the many addi-
tional workmen who were seeking employment because of the
drought in the preceding winter. Work in the Plaza requires
less supervision because the deposition contains no struc-
tures, but only accumulations with hardly any objects. Even
so, we could not fully complete the project, and will have to
continue next year.

(2) Since no conservation was done in the area in front of
you, it is not included in our itinerary.
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The boundary

In the distance, you see the staircase and the Terrace, with the
Temple on top. We opened this large swath to gain a visual foot-
hold that might allow us to recapture the perceptual experience
of the ancients as they approached their shrine from the southern
end of the Plaza. The excavations are not completed, but you can
already enjoy a good approximation of what the final result will
be.

You will now walk along the path and approach, as the an-
cients did, the Temple complex. There would not have been, of
course, the corridor effect that our excavations have created. But
there would have been a steep edge to the east (your right). This
was a sharp boundary between the privileged space of the Plaza
(kept immaculately clean over the centuries) and the constant
buildup to the east.
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Literally, a bird...

We entrust our camera to a
kite that, like its namesake,
soars with the wind and faith-
fully brings back images.

In the aerial view to the
right you see the entire area
from this southern edge of the
Plaza to the Temple at the top.
You see clearly the “bound-
ary” which is on your right as
you walk towards the stair-
case. The other limits of the
Plaza are also fairly certain.

It is too early, instead, to
say where the limits of the

Temple Terrace are. The dotted line shows the projection we currently
think is most plausible.
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(1) The large excavation that has opened up a perspective
towards the Temple Terrace (behind you) was undertaken in
2008 as a special effort to answer the need of the many addi-
tional workmen who were seeking employment because of the
drought in the preceding winter. Work in the Plaza requires
less supervision because the deposition contains no struc-
tures, but only accumulations with hardly any objects. Even
so, we could not fully complete the project, and will have to
continue next year.

(2) Since no conservation was done in the area in front of
you, it is not included in our itinerary.
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From section to section

You have been walking through a “corridor” flanked by sec-
tions, and you now face wall and staircase, again flanked by sec-
tions.

Like a doctor reading X-rays, you are beginning to read behind
the cuts we make in the mound. You can see how ancient vol-
umes, still unexcavated and thus hidden, can be visualized.

Look at your left. The neat and level sequence of layers is iden-
tical to the one you just saw in the other side (stop 1). It is in fact
the same. Or so we can assume. It stretches across a distance of
some 40 meters to the west (your left).

The accumulations that gradually covered escarpment and
wall on the other side, also covered wall and staircase on this
side. Once again, you can read time through space.

But there is here a new element, one that proved to be decisive
in explaining many things about the history of Urkesh. Look and
see if you detect something in the sections that is different from
what you saw before. The next panel at the top of the stairs will
tell you what we see.
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The great
ascent

You are now ready to climb
the stairs. There are two important
lessons to be learnt. The first is ar-
chaeological. The sections will teach
us a most important historical les-
son, and will enlighten us on the fi-
nal years of Urkesh” history. The
second is perceptual. Was the ascent
a casual stroll, that anybody in the
city could take, or was it laden with
meaning, and reserved only for reli-
gious occasions?
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A mountain in the city

To the left of the staircase you will see another “mountain tri-
angle,” like the one we first recognized on the wall you saw on
the other side. It is, indeed, the same wall. So it stands to reason
that the triangle motif should continue.

Notice how very rough this wall is, in contrast with the stair-
case to your right and the wall that flanks the staircase.

We like to think that this was intentional. The great wall is a
barrier, emulating the mountains in the distance. The triangle
motif emphasizes this perception. The staircase and the wall that

flanks it, with well
hewn stones, is a

bridge across the bar-
.-éh“,;gw rier — a bridge created

'?3*4-9 - d

, by our human culture.
We see the city emerge
as a way of re-

inventing nature.
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Sections against the revetment wall
similar to those you saw in Stop 1
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(1) To the left of the staircase, you can see the same triangle motif we (el aas ) (il ddaa Bl llSL ez LAl b ) (1)

have observed at stop 1. One triangle is complete, the other is partly S Ll (JaiSa J5Y) Caliall ] 48 ) A olica yaia) (53|
obliterated by the side wall of the staircase. This side wall was built at the 2 laall 1| Al 7 oAl il s G s g galae
same time as the escarpment (2400 B.C.) which abuts it. In stop 1, the (2.32400) A daaliall 3 jaaiall Lhiadl oLy G palza
escarpment is higher and it, too, obliterates the lower part of the triangle. g et 3 jandl Ldaiadll ple] 488l 8 Ll 88 LS
Thus this motif seems to have lost its significance between 2600 B.C. and ) O ol eCaliall (pe Jau¥) andll Jlary g clia giildia (e
2400 B.C. 2.3 2400-2600 (i 4iseal 288y 12y Culial)
(2) To your right, east of the staircase, you see in section the red Ll adaiall 8 5 5 ez oAl 5 % el ) (2)
escarpment of the third miillenninm. The accumulations above it date fo the W 3daal) 3 AN Gl ) sailadl 5 5eaY) (5 slL 5 jasial)
Mittani period, and constitute the earliest evidence we have of this period. (,ﬁi ISy e Al yuanll 1) & )l glay o3 BIS )

5l oda le Uil Jiyal



The beginning of the end

Remember the question we asked a moment ago, when you
were at the bottom of the staircase? Did you see something new
in these sections that was missing in the section we saw in our
tirst stop?

Look back, and check with the photo on the right: there is a
massive brickfall all the way from left (east) to right (west). It came
from buildings to the left, the lower portions of which should still
be in the ground, for us to excavate in coming years.

Notice that on the left the brickfall is high, on the right it is
low. When the buildings were still standing, the staircase was
visible and in use — probably as late as 1400 B.C. After the col-
lapse, they did not bother to remove the debris, and instead they
let more material be deposited on top of the brickfall, forming the
accumulations we see in section. Why?

The answer will come at the very end of our tour...
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BEFORE 2600 B.C..
1 earliest steps &
pavements

2600 B.C.

2 staircase

3 “apron”

4 eastern wall

2400 B.C.
5 western wall

2100 B.C.
6 escarpment (red)

1500-1400 B.C.

7 early Mittani accumulations

1400 B.C.

8 first Mittani pavement

9 second Mittani pavement
10 ash layer

11 great brickfall

12 brickmelt

1400-1300 B.C.
13 late Mittani accumulations

pod 1400 — 1500
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The tools of the trade

As you look back and see the final outcome of a season’s work,
it is hard to imagine how animated the scene is while the work is
in progress.

A major concern is the evacuation of the dirt, especially as we
dig deeper. We have introduced several new systems, including
the one you see illustrated here.

Inside a long enclosed chamber a belt with small vertical pad-
dles carries the dirt up. At the base there is a built in sieve, so that
everything gets automatically sifted. At the top, the dirt drops at
a continuous rate either onto a wheelbarrow or directly onto a
tractor driven trailer.

We have several of these machines, and they have saved us
great amounts of time. The maximum length of 8 meters reduces
the total weight, so that they can be moved and installed easily,
even in narrow places.
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The photo showing the great brickfall was taken before excavations o lgiil i i3S 0F CilS ankie il an ) ekt ills ) sucall

were completed. The baulks in the center are still showing, and the two Al &l SIS G20Ld] Gl gasdl g ¢4 po ) jile CiilS abalial | cwdiil]
obligue stones have not yet been exposed. But the wide panorama gives JolSI [ g [ pliia Clibaei diay poll Lol ) gildl] 8T, 22 Lagric adiS))
an effective overview of the entire area. Adhiall

The area in front of the “apron” is covered with our backfill from & Al a) g0 9 L8 _salo Liae [ 2§ 1S " Dl ",oLa/‘(;’i// Lahidll
earlier seasons. By early Mittani times, the area to your left had already A i ) 28 Gl e i) dihial] ClS o3 pSaal) Luiliad) § sl
been built up to a level much higher than the area in front of the b gl o 138 =l ﬁL"f U dihiall e S e s pine
Lils

staircase. This is because of the sharp functional (if not structural) 2.
boundary between the service sector (left) and the Plaza (right). (cre)aliadly (Dlag) poasd] andl] o solad) (4 jlazd] ilS Le 1))



The Temple
of the Lion

At the summit of the Terrace,
and today of the tell, there was the
Temple. You have seen already a
synthetic overview in the “pano-
rama” atop the vista point. We
found only the foundations of the
building that was in use around
2400 B.C., and we have added a par-
tial reconstruction in modern mud-
brick.
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A ritual burying of the Temple (?)

Here is where we began our excavations in 1984. To our astonish-
ment, we found mid third millennium layers immediately below the
surface (phase Al). And it quickly became apparent that this was a
temple: the “bent axis” approach (i.e., entering the sacred space from
one end of the long side) and the altar (the monolith visible in the
middle of the floor) were telltale signs.

A rebuilding in phase A2 (dated to the late third millennium)
changed the entrance to the narrow side.

And then, on top (phase A3) we found a curious wide trench,
packed with sand-like clean fill (shown here in yellow). No ceramic
material was clearly associated with it, so that we could not date it
other than attributing it to the second millennium.

For reasons that will become clear at the end of the tour, we now
assume that this trench (which overlays the earlier walls) may have
been the ritual burial of the earlier temple, at a time (Mittani) when a
new temple was built somewhere else on top of the Temple Terrace.
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The lions of Urkesh

Before our excavations, Urkesh was renowned especially because
of two bronze statues, each representing a lion in a different posture —
one in a static stance holding a stone tablet (now at the Louvre), the
other with a dynamic twist of the body looking askance (now at the
Metropolitan). Bought on the antiquities market in 1948, they were
known to come from Urkesh because of the cuneiform inscription in-
scribed on the tablet and on the bronze flange.

During our excavations, we found the statue of another lion, this
one in stone. We assume that the bronze lions came from our temple
as well (see inset below). The god to whom the Temple is dedicated
(according to the bronze lions) is identified as NERGAL, which we in-
terpret to be a logogram for Kumarbi, the main god of the Hurrian
pantheon. The temple of the lion would then be the temple of Ku-
marbi. It is, so far, the only temple excavated at Mozan.
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We assume that the two bronze lions
were part of a foundation deposit placed at
the entrance of the Temple, and that they
were discovered accidentally by local
inhabitants digging to bury their dead. Our
assumption is that they removed one or
more of the slabs of the entrance ramp of
the Temple, found the box and decided to
move to a different location (there is a small
burial ground to the northeast).
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The southern edge

The small wall directly in front of you marks the edge of a
small street dating to about 1600 B.C.

The large wall below your feet marks another edge, much
more monumental. It dates to one thousand years earlier (2600
B.C.), and it is of the same type as the large walls you have seen
in the previous two stops. It marks, most likely, the south-eastern
corner of the Plaza, which extended for some one hundred me-
ters behind you and to your right.

The date? Once again, the section gives us the answer. You see
a dark grey layer beyond the lower wall. It is an ash dump that
contained large number of sealings with impressions dating to
about 2500 B.C. Since this layer overlays the wall, the wall must
be earlier — and the date of the construction of the Terrace wall
(2600 B.C.) seems very plausible for this wall as well.
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